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possum	noises	can	be	a	real	nuisance,	especially	when	you're	not	sure	if	there's	an	actual	animal	up	there	or	just	some	other	sound.	one	possibility	is	that	the	noise	is	made	by	a	possum,	which	can	range	from	a	bit	of	scratching	to	what	sounds	like	a	team	of	football	players	rampaging	through	the	roof.	possums	are	active	at	this	time	of	year,	especially
young	ones	who	have	left	their	mum's	pouch	and	are	starting	to	explore.	they	might	start	off	innocent	but	then	get	older	and	learn	to	fight	as	they	move	out	of	the	home.	sometimes,	these	little	critters	can	end	up	in	unwanted	places	like	range	hoods	or	chimneys.in	general,	possums	dont	live	in	trees,	so	why	do	we	have	them	in	our	roofs?	it's	because
humans	built	homes	with	large	roof	spaces	that	are	easy	for	possums	to	access	and	chew	through.	they	might	find	a	gap	big	enough	to	squeeze	through,	so	if	you're	looking	for	a	gap	of	tennis	ball	size,	gaining	entry	is	usually	pretty	easy.	sometimes,	they	even	chew	through	lead	flashing	like	the	picture	below	shows.some	people	believe	that	possums
will	leave	after	a	while,	but	it's	unlikely.	another	idea	is	to	put	up	a	possum	box	in	a	nearby	tree,	which	they	might	use	instead	of	your	roof.	however,	once	you	have	a	possum	in	your	roof,	the	only	way	to	keep	them	out	is	to	make	your	house	possum-proof.so,	what	can	you	do	when	you	hear	noises	in	the	roof?	first,	try	to	determine	what's	making	the
noise.	it's	usually	either	a	possum	or	some	rodents.	if	it's	a	possum,	then	figure	out	how	they	got	in	and	block	the	hole.	sometimes,	people	have	blocked	holes	with	chicken	wire	but	that	just	gets	ripped	out	by	the	possum.if	you're	not	comfortable	climbing	on	your	roof	or	can't	find	the	entry	points,	call	us	for	help.	we've	been	dealing	with	possum	and
rat	noises	for	12	years	and	offer	a	guarantee	if	the	problem	persists	after	our	service.	removing	the	possum	is	just	part	of	the	job;	we	aim	to	prevent	future	invasions.possums	are	known	to	make	noise	in	your	roof	because	it's	a	great	place	to	sleep,	but	they	can	be	quite	messy	as	time	goes	on.	they'll	want	to	mark	their	territory	by	urinating	and
spreading	their	scent	trail	around,	which	makes	insulation	useless.	the	noise	that	bothers	most	people	is	heavy	running	like	someone	walking	through	the	roof.	if	you're	hearing	scratching,	thumping,	or	scampering	above	your	ceiling	at	night,	it's	likely	a	possum	in	your	roof.as	cities	expand,	possums	are	increasingly	seeking	shelter	in	roof	spaces.
while	their	visits	might	seem	noisy,	remember	that	they're	just	curious	animals.	so,	what	do	you	do	when	faced	with	this	problem?	call	us	and	let	us	handle	the	issue	for	you.There	are	many	native	Australian	animals	that	are	protected	for	conservation	purposes.	One	such	animal	is	the	possum	which	although	not	exclusively	found	in	Australia	can	also
be	an	invader	in	homes	due	to	human	interference	with	their	natural	habitats.	There	are	humane	ways	to	help	a	possum	move	on	from	your	home	without	causing	it	harm.	Possums	often	seek	shelter	and	food	sources	within	our	living	spaces,	leading	to	problems	like	noisy	nights,	strong	odours,	and	damage	to	insulation.If	you	suspect	a	possum	has
taken	up	residence	in	your	roof,	observe	its	behavior	first.	Possums	are	usually	active	at	night	and	tend	to	leave	the	roof	at	dusk	and	return	at	dawn.	After	observing	their	habits,	create	a	safe	exit	path	for	them	by	blocking	access	points	securely	with	timber	or	metal	sheeting.	You	can	also	install	a	one-way	door	to	let	possums	out	safely	while
preventing	re-entry.Instead	of	displacing	them	entirely,	consider	offering	an	alternative	shelter	in	the	form	of	a	possum	box	in	a	nearby	tree.	Ensure	the	box	is	at	least	4	meters	high	and	positioned	out	of	reach	of	cats	or	dogs.	This	provides	a	safe	option	for	the	possum	to	move	into.possums	can	live	on	your	roof,	and	they	surely	will	if	youre	not	careful.
They	can	climb	nearly	any	surface	but	wont	necessarily	mean	that	they	want	to	live	on	top	of	your	house.	Theyll	only	go	up	there	when	forced	out	of	their	territory,	and	this	typically	happens	during	the	mating	season.	Since	they	cant	get	very	far,	theyll	usually	start	looking	for	a	place	to	sleep,	which	is	often	your	roof.	They	may	even	have	a	den
already	set	up	in	one	of	your	gable	vents	or	soffits!	Once	they	find	a	comfortable	spot,	safe	from	predators	and	without	too	much	noise,	their	new	home	will	be	hard	to	evict.	What	To	Do	When	You	Have	Opossums	In	Your	Roof?	possums	are	shy	creatures,	so	you	need	to	give	them	a	safe	route	to	get	out	without	being	exposed.	The	best	way	is	to	have	a
cover	on	the	ground	below	the	roof.	If	this	isnt	possible,	place	boards	or	anything	opossums	can	use	as	a	bridge	between	your	roof	and	another	structure	nearby.	After	the	opossum	has	left	the	roof,	clean	the	areas	thoroughly	with	disinfectant	to	get	rid	of	the	bad	odor.	Once	you	have	got	the	possum	out	of	your	roof,	make	sure	to	check	the	area	for
entrance	points.	An	opossum	is	known	to	be	a	great	climber,	so	it	may	have	left	through	a	window,	or	other	opening,	that	should	be	easily	closed	and	sealed	with	caulk	around	the	frame.	It	is	impotant	to	close	all	access	points	to	the	attic,	which	the	wildlife	may	use	to	get	inside.	If	an	opossum	is	currently	living	in	your	roof,	do	not	attempt	to	go	up	and
get	it	out.	They	may	bite	and	scratch	and	the	risk	of	contracting	a	disease	through	their	teeth	or	claws	is	high.	Do	not	approach	the	animal	and	call	a	professional	pest	and	wildlife	control	company	for	assistance.	The	experienced	technicians	will	humanely	trap	it	and	remove	it	from	your	house.	If	you	have	an	opossum	problem	or	any	problem
regarding	wildlife	that	has	invaded	your	home,	contact	our	team	of	experts	at	Westchester	Wildlife	right	away.	We	serve	Westchester,	Dutchess,	Putnam,	NY,	and	Fairfield	County,	CT.	A	possum	in	the	roof	is	usually	a	Brushtail-possum,	although	occasionally	Ringtails	may	take	up	residence.	The	best	way	to	avoid	possums	in	your	roof	is	to	maintain
your	roof	in	good	condition	so	that	they	cannot	enter.	The	capture	or	otherwise	harming	of	a	possum	other	than	by	an	authorised	officer	or	a	licensed	person	is	illegal.	Here	are	some	steps	you	can	take	to	safely	and	legally	remove	a	possum	from	your	roof:	Firstly,	find	out	where	the	possum	is	entering	your	roof.	This	will	probably	be	under	the	eaves
and	perhaps	close	to	a	tree	or	bush	that	rests	against	the	house	and	provides	access.	Once	you	have	found	the	likely	spot,	you	will	need	to	monitor	it	just	after	dark	to	see	if	the	possum	exits.	Once	you	are	sure	the	possum	is	using	this	spot	to	gain	entry	to	your	roof,	and	he/she	has	left	for	the	night,	you	need	to	seal	the	hole.	This	can	be	done	with
timber,	or	solid	sheeting	of	some	sort.	Chicken	wire	is	not	suitable	as	the	possum	will	be	determined	to	get	back	in	and	can	quite	easily	pull	off	the	wire	with	its	strong	claws.	To	encourage	the	possum	out	of	the	roof,	place	a	light	in	the	roof	cavity	and	keep	it	switched	on	for	several	days	and	nights	(this	may	deter	the	possum	as	they	like	to	sleep	in	the
dark).	If	possible,	provide	an	alternative	home	for	the	possum	by	constructing	a	sturdy	weatherproof	possum	box	(for	Brushtails)	or	providing	a	possum	drey	(for	Ringtails).	Securely	fix	the	possum	box	or	drey	to	a	tree	in	or	near	your	yard.	Place	it	high	enough	from	the	ground	so	that	the	possum	will	be	out	of	reach	of	domestic	cats	and	dogs.	Place
some	fruit	(apple,	pear,	grapes),	near	the	box	or	drey	as	a	way	of	encouraging	the	possum	to	investigate	its	new	home.	If	there	are	any	branches	that	allow	access	to	the	roof,	trim	or	cut	these	away.	If	you	are	unable	to	find	the	possums	point	of	entry,	or	encourage	it	out	of	the	roof,	you	may	need	to	have	the	possum	trapped	by	a	licensed	professional.
Call	us	at	Sydney	Wildlife	for	the	name	of	a	reliable	and	trusted	service.	Further	information	can	be	found	at	herepossums	like	rats	or	birds.	Possums	are	significantly	larger	than	rats,	so	their	noises	are	generally	louder	and	heavier.	A	continuous	patter	of	feet	coupled	with	heavy	thuds	could	indicate	a	possum,	while	lighter,	faster	movements	are
liklier	to	be	rats.	Birds,	on	the	other	hand,	have	a	different	pattern	of	activity.	They	are	usually	busy	at	dawn	and	dusk,	which	aligns	with	their	feeding	times.	Noises	during	these	times	may	suggest	a	bird	rather	than	a	possum.	Understanding	these	differences	can	help	you	make	an	educated	guess	about	your	unexpected	guest.	Visible	Droppings
Another	sign	of	possum	activity	in	your	roof	is	the	presence	of	droppings.	Possum	droppings	are	typically	cylindrical	in	shape	and	around	2	to	3	cm	long.	They	are	usually	dark	in	colour,	ranging	from	brown	to	almost	black.	If	you	find	droppings	of	this	description	in	or	around	your	property,	especially	in	attic	spaces,	it	strongly	indicates	that	a	possum
has	taken	up	residence.	However,	its	importint	to	note	that	possum	droppings	can	pose	health	risks.	They	can	carry	bacteria,	parasites,	and	diseases	that	can	harm	humans	if	not	handled	correctly.	Therefore,	safe	cleanup	is	crucial.	Its	advisable	to	wear	gloves	and	a	mask	during	cleanup	and	to	wash	your	hands	afterwards	thoroughly.	If	there	are
many	faeces,	consider	hiring	a	professional	cleaning	service	to	ensure	safety.	Damage	to	Exterior	Vents	or	Roof	Possums	are	not	subtle	creatures	when	making	a	home	for	themselves.	As	they	move	in	and	out	of	roof	spaces,	they	can	cause	visible	damage	to	roof	tiles,	vents,	or	soffit	areas.	If	you	notice	broken	or	displaced	tiles,	torn	vents,	or	damaged
soffits,	it	could	signify	a	possums	comings	and	goings.	Such	damage	has	implications	beyond	the	immediate	nuisance.	It	can	lead	to	potential	leaks,	which	can	cause	further	damage	to	your	home.	Additionally,	these	breaches	in	your	homes	exterior	can	invite	other	pests,	leading	to	a	more	significant	infestation	problem.	Therefore,	any	visible	damage
should	be	promptly	addressed.	Consult	a	professional	to	repair	the	damage	and	ensure	that	a	possum	and	not	another	pest	caused	it.	Disturbed	Insulation	and	Nesting	Material	Possums,	like	many	other	creatures,	love	a	cosy	nest.	If	a	possum	has	moved	into	your	roof,	one	of	the	first	places	it	will	make	itself	comfortable	is	in	the	roof	insulation.	Signs
of	disturbance	in	this	area,	such	as	matted	down	or	torn	insulation,	can	indicate	possum	activity.	This	creates	a	mess	and	can	decrease	energy	efficiency	in	your	home,	as	disturbed	insulation	loses	its	ability	to	regulate	temperature	effectively.	In	addition,	you	may	find	other	materials	that	possums	typically	use	for	nesting.	The	possum	could	bring	in
leaves,	twigs,	and	even	scraps	of	paper	or	fabric	to	create	a	comfortable	abode.	If	you	find	an	unusual	accumulation	of	these	materials	in	your	attic	or	roof	space,	it	might	be	time	to	consider	the	possibility	of	a	possum	guest.	Foul	Odours	One	of	the	more	unpleasant	signs	of	a	possum	in	your	roof	is	the	development	of	a	strong,	foul	odour.	This	can	be
caused	by	possum	urine	and	faeces	accumulating	over	time.	In	worst-case	scenarios,	the	smell	could	also	be	due	to	a	deceased	possum	that	cannot	find	its	way	back	out.	This	unpleasant	smell	is	not	just	a	nuisance	but	can	also	pose	health	risks	due	to	the	bacteria	and	parasites	that	could	be	present	in	the	waste.	Its	crucial	to	address	this	issue
promptly.	Professional	cleaning	and	deodorisation	services	are	highly	recommended	in	such	cases,	as	they	have	the	necessary	equipment	and	experience	to	thoroughly	clean	and	sanitise	the	area,	ensuring	the	safety	and	comfort	of	your	home.	What	to	Do	Next	If	youve	noticed	the	above	signs,	you	likley	have	a	possum	in	your	roof.	The	first	steps	as	a
homeowner	include	securing	food	sources	and	pet	doors	at	night	when	possums	are	most	active.	Possums	are	opportunistic	creatures	and	often	venture	into	homes	if	they	find	an	easy	meal	or	comfortable	shelter.	However,	its	crucial	to	remember	that	you	should	not	attempt	to	remove	the	possum	yourself.	Possums	are	protected	by	law	in	many	areas
due	to	their	ecological	importance,	and	improper	handling	can	lead	to	legal	consequences.	More	importantly,	trying	to	remove	a	possum	without	the	necessary	experience	can	cause	stress	or	harm	to	the	animal	and	potentially	lead	to	injury	for	you	as	well.	The	best	course	of	action	is	to	contact	possum	removal	specialists	who	are	experienced	in
humane	and	legal	possum	management.	They	can	safely	and	effectively	handle	the	situation,	ensuring	the	possums	and	your	homes	wellbeing.	For	expert	assistance	and	further	advice	on	protecting	your	home	from	possum	invasions,	visit	Possum	Removal.	Conclusion:	Possums	in	the	roof	are	a	comon	issue	faced	by	homeowners,	particularly	in
Australia.	Recognising	early	signs	nocturnal	noises,	visible	droppings,	damage	to	exterior	vents	or	roofs,	disturbed	insulation	and	nesting	material,	and	foul	odours	can	help	prevent	extensive	damage	and	health	risks.	However,	dealing	with	these	creatures	requires	a	delicate	balance	between	protecting	your	home	and	respecting	the	possums	role	in
our	ecosystem.	Remember,	professional	help	is	vital	in	managing	possums	humanely	and	effectively.	Dont	hesitate	to	contact	experts	who	can	guide	you	through	the	process	and	ensure	a	safe	and	peaceful	resolution	for	all	parties	involved.Possums	have	become	increasingly	common	visitors	to	South	Australian	gardens,	particularly	the	common
brushtail	and	ringtail	possums.	Both	species	are	nocturnal,	but	can	be	differentiated	by	their	size,	tail	length,	and	ear	shape.	Brushtails	are	about	the	size	of	a	cat,	with	thick	grey	fur	and	large	ears,	while	ringtails	are	smaller,	with	small	ears	and	skinny,	white-tipped	tails.As	urbanisation	increases,	brushtail	possums	are	finding	it	difficult	to	find
suitable	nesting	sites	in	big	old	gum	trees	with	hollows.	This	can	force	them	to	seek	alternative	accommodation	sometimes	even	taking	up	residence	on	your	roof.	Ringtails,	on	the	other	hand,	tend	not	to	nest	in	roofs	but	still	pose	a	challenge	for	homeowners.Nocturnal	by	nature,	possums	are	generally	most	active	at	night.	If	you	suspect	that	you're
sharing	your	house	with	an	unwanted	guest,	you	may	notice	signs	like	heavy	banging	on	your	ceiling	or	roof	during	the	night,	stains	or	strong	ammonia	smells	caused	by	their	urine,	and	property	damage	from	chewing	or	scratching.It's	worth	noting	that	rats	and	mice	can	also	be	responsible	for	similar	problems.	If	you	can	safely	access	your	roof,	a
simple	way	to	identify	the	culprit	is	by	examining	the	droppings.	Photo:	Tony	CrittendenWhile	it	may	be	frustrating	to	have	an	unwelcome	visitor,	remember	that	possums	aren't	pests	and	are	protected	under	the	National	Parks	and	Wildlife	Act	1972.	This	means	if	you	do	want	to	remove	one	from	your	roof,	you	must	do	so	humanely	and	obtain	the
necessary	permits.Remember,	a	possum	might	find	shelter	in	your	roof	because	it's	often	safer	than	venturing	out	into	the	open.	By	living	harmoniously	with	these	animals	when	we	can,	we	contribute	to	their	well-being.Opossum	Nests	in	the	Attic:	A	Warning	for	Homeowners
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