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Child	Custody	|	Divorce	It	can	be	difficult	to	prove	a	person	is	a	good	mother	or	a	good	father	when	in	the	scary	environment	of	a	courtroom.	Providing	specific	examples	of	a	parents	fitness	in	a	written	character	reference	letter	can	make	a	real	difference	in	the	outcome	of	a	child	custody	case.	Whether	youre	requesting	or	writing	these	letters,	its
important	to	take	them	seriously.	Due	to	the	risk	of	prejudice	(losing	important	legal	rights	like	the	right	to	cross-examination),	in	most	situations,	evidentiary	and	court	rules	will	prohibit	you	from	simply	sending	an	informal	letter	to	a	judge.	As	such,	unless	otherwise	directly	advised,	you	will	need	to	prepare	the	letter	as	an	affidavit	or	declaration	or
include	a	formal	document	to	introduce	the	letter.	A	lawyer	or	court	representative	will	need	to	guide	you	through	the	specific	procedures	of	your	local	court.	Read	further	to	learn	what	a	character	reference	letter	is,	when	it	can	be	needed,	what	legal	restrictions	apply,	and	to	see	a	sample	template.	Because	each	jurisdiction,	case	and	family	dynamic
is	different,	consultation	with	a	lawyer	in	your	area	is	highly	advised	to	determine	whether	and	how	a	character	reference	letter	can	be	accepted.	A	custody	character	reference	letter	is	a	written,	third-party	statement	that	provides	insight	into	the	fitness	of	a	parent.	It	is	a	form	of	character	testimony	with	specific	procedural	and	evidentiary	rules.
Depending	on	the	actual	dispute,	the	requested	letter	may	focus	on	proving	the	fitness	of	the	parent	generally	or	in	showing	how	the	parent	has	overcome	a	specific	issue	from	the	past.	The	weight	given	to	these	letters	depends	on	the	credibility	of	the	writer	and	the	relevance	of	the	content	again	note	that	it	is	likely	the	judge	will	need	to	hold	a
hearing	so	the	other	side	is	able	to	question	the	writer	as	a	witness.	For	example,	a	general	character	reference	letter	may	give	examples	of	how	the	parent	interacts	and	guides	the	child,	to	show	the	court	that	the	parent	is	fit	to	provide	mentorship	and	stability.	In	other	cases,	a	character	reference	letter	may	focus	specifically	on	the	parents	drug
rehabilitation	efforts,	engagement	with	a	spiritual	or	religious	community,	or	other	examples	showing	that	specific	mistakes	that	may	have	made	the	parent	unfit	in	the	past	have	been	addressed.	A	character	reference	letter	may	be	useful	in	many	situations	when	child	custody	rights	are	disputed	because	of	the	conduct	of	parents.	However,	due	to
evidentiary	rules	to	protect	the	rights	of	litigants,	character	reference	letters	may	not	be	used	in	every	case	and	several	procedures	should	be	followed.	There	are	several	legal	principles	that	limit	the	permissibility,	procedure,	and	contents	of	a	character	reference	letter,	including	rules	around	the	judges	impartiality	(which	prohibits	ex	parte
communications)	and	evidentiary	laws	around	admissibility	of	evidence.	This	ensures	the	fair	administration	of	justice	and	preserves	the	rights	of	both	parties	to	examine	the	evidence	being	relied	on	by	the	judge.	Ex	parte	communications,	in	which	a	judge	is	contacted	by	one	party	outside	of	normal	court	procedures	and	without	the	knowledge	of	the
other	party,	are	especially	out	of	line.	These	issues	mean	that	if	you	simply	submit	an	uninvited,	unsigned	letter	to	the	court,	it	is	highly	likely	to	be	disregarded.	If	the	judge	relies	on	an	unsigned	or	ex	parte	letter	to	make	a	fact-finding	decision,	the	rights	of	the	other	side	could	be	undermined.	They	may	then	be	able	to	appeal	the	decision,	leading	to
problems	for	the	judge,	your	lawyer,	and	your	case.	On	the	other	hand,	there	are	certain	situations	when	a	court	will	accept	letters	due	to	necessity,	such	as	if	the	person	writing	is	unable	to	come	to	court	to	testify	or	if	the	case	is	not	yet	at	the	stage	of	a	hearing	but	a	simple	matter	needs	to	be	resolved.	In	the	latter	case,	the	magistrate	or	other
official	will	invite	the	letters	and	explain	the	specific	issue	that	needs	to	be	addressed.	Therefore,	to	properly	submit	any	piece	of	evidence,	including	a	letter	regarding	character	and	fitness,	specific	rules	of	procedure	and	evidence	must	be	followed.	In	most	cases,	the	letter	will	need	to	be	accompanied	with	or	part	of	a	sworn	statement	as	to	your
legal	fitness	to	provide	testimony	and	that	the	contents	are	true.	This	sworn	statement	could	be	in	the	form	of	an	affidavit	or	declaration.	Again,	seeking	guidance	from	an	attorney	in	your	area	is	the	best	course	of	action	to	ensure	your	letter	is	actually	read.	It	is	important	to	consider	the	specific	legal	disputes	in	your	case	when	thinking	about	who	an
appropriate	letter	author	can	be.	A	lawyer	can	help	you	think	strategically	about	what	issues	the	judge	may	have	when	awarding	the	custody	rights	you	are	seeking,	which	influences	who	you	should	ask	for	a	letter.	As	an	example,	if	the	main	issue	in	your	case	is	an	allegation	that	you	are	not	sufficiently	involved	in	the	daily	life	of	your	child,	then	a
letter	that	explains	how	you	have	engaged	with	your	child	and	supported	him	or	her	in	hobbies	and	education	would	be	helpful.	This	letter	could	be	from	a	teacher,	church	leader,	or	sports	coach	who	has	personally	seen	you	interacting	with	your	child	and	attending	various	activities.	Similarly,	a	letter	from	a	family	friend	or	neighbor	that	has	seen
your	parenting	style	and	is	familiar	with	your	guiding	values	can	also	be	useful.	To	be	most	credible,	the	author	should	be	able	to	describe	specific	examples	of	how	they	have	seen	you	parent,	such	as	actions	you	have	taken	in	prioritizing	your	childs	interests	or	specific	conflicts	that	you	have	resolved	for	your	child.	Alternatively,	if	there	is	an
accusation	that	your	custody	rights	should	be	reduced	due	to	a	mistake	in	the	past,	such	as	a	DUI	or	alcoholism,	you	may	seek	a	letter	from	someone	in	a	relevant	program	showing	that	you	have	actively	worked	on	and	resolved	this	issue.	This	letter	might	come	from	a	group	like	Alcoholics	Anonymous,	your	religious	leader,	or	another	nonprofit
organization.	Remember	that	it	is	very	likely	that	this	person	may	be	required	to	come	to	court	as	a	witness.	Depending	on	your	area,	the	court	or	your	lawyer	may	subpoena	them	to	request	their	presence	in	court.	If	you	are	called	to	testify,	it	will	only	be	regarding	the	contents	of	the	letter	and	as	to	character	and	fitness	of	the	parent	and	you	should
not	be	afraid	to	speak	the	truth	in	the	interest	of	justice.	Good	judgment	and	common	sense	applies	when	writing	a	custody	character	letter.	Note	that	they	will	be	read	by	a	judge	and	considered	in	court	as	part	of	the	evidence	in	the	case.	Do:	Describe	the	relationship	between	the	writer,	the	parent,	and	the	child	Provide	specific	examples	that
address	the	legal	issues	in	dispute	Be	honest,	clear,	and	specific	Do	NOT:	Disparage	or	attack	the	other	parent	Exaggerate	or	lie	Include	information	that	is	not	from	personal	knowledge	You	should	seek	assistance	from	a	lawyer	to	advise	you	on	the	specific	formats	and	expectations	of	your	local	court	or	judge.	Generally,	a	letter	like	the	following	will
be	accepted,	but	it	will	very	likely	need	to	be	attached	as	an	exhibit	to	a	declaration	or	affidavit	from	a	lawyer	to	ensure	evidentiary	rules	and	hearing	procedures	are	followed:	[Letter	writers	full	name]	[Letter	writers	address]	[Letter	writers	city,	state,	zip	code]	[Letter	writers	email]	[Letter	writers	phone	number]	[Date]	Re:	Character	Reference
Letter	for	[PARENT	NAME]	in	Case	_____	v.	______,	[Case	number]	To	the	Honorable	Judge/	Administrator	______:	I	am	[letter	writer	name],	a	[role/	relationship	teacher,	neighbor,	caseworker].	[If	there	is	no	separate	affidavit	or	declaration,	you	must	include	a	statement	of	your	legal	competency:	I	am	over	the	age	of	18,	of	sound	mind,	and	have	no
personal	interest	in	this	case.]	I	am	writing	on	behalf	of	[parent	name]	to	[purpose:	e.g.	to	show	fitness	as	a	parent,	to	show	sobriety	program	participation].	I	have	known	[parent]	for	_____	and	have	interacted	with	her/him	[describe	the	amount	of	time	how	many	times	or	hours	per	week,	month,	etc.].	[One	to	three	paragraphs	providing	specific
examples	of	the	relationship	between	parent	and	child,	the	character	of	the	parent,	or	describing	the	participation	of	the	parent	in	programs	these	should	be	guided	by	the	legal	issues	of	the	case.]	Therefore,	please	consider	[parent]	as	a	fit	parent	that	has	the	best	interests	of	his/her	child	in	mind.	I	have	no	hesitation	in	recommending	[parent]	and
can	be	reached	for	further	questions,	if	needed.	Sincerely,	[Signature]	[letter	writer	name]	[Notarization	information]	General	and	specific	factors	considered	in	modern	child	custody	cases,	7	Law	and	the	Family	New	York	65:18	et	seq	(2023	ed.)	(	65:18	introduction,	65:25	psychological	fitness,	65:32	friendly	parent	in	arranging	visitations,	65:33
more	fit	parent	comparison,	65:18)	Admissibility	of	character	evidence	for	child	custody	cases	considered,	Matter	of	J.L.V.,	Jr.,	667	N.E.2d	186,	191	(Ind.	Ct.	App.	1996)	Judge	quotes	the	personal	qualities	in	a	character	letter	from	a	family	friend	in	same-sex	adoption	case,	Matter	of	Adoption	of	Caitlin,	622	N.Y.S.2d	835,	837	(Fam.	Ct.	1994)
(practicing	Catholic	and	she	has	been	highly	recommended	by	her	pastor).	Bankruptcy	Are	you	thinking	about	filing	bankruptcy	but	worried	about	losing	your	property?	Fortunately,	there	are	federal	bankruptcy	laws	on	the	books	designed	to	help	protect	property	when	filing.	Bankruptcy	exemptions	are	in	the	form	of	federal	and	state	laws	that
protect	specific	types	of	property.	This	exempted	property	cant	be	sold	to	pay	off	unsecured	debt.	However,	these	exemptions	are	not	automatic.	You	must	select	the	appropriate	exemptions	when	filing	your	bankruptcy	case.	If	you	do	not,	your	property	may	not	be	protected.	Understanding	bankruptcy	exemptions	and	applying	them	correctly	to	your
case	can	be	difficult	when	you	have	significant	assets,	are	married,	or	have	other	unique	asset	features.	We	can	connect	you	with	a	local	bankruptcy	lawyer	before	moving	forward	on	your	own.	Learn	more	about	federal	and	state	bankruptcy	petitions	below.	Exempt	property	is	protected	from	creditors	through	bankruptcy.	This	means	that	it	cant	be
liquidated	(sold).	Each	state	allows	exemptions,	which	debtors	can	select	(in	many	states)	instead	of	federal	exemptions.	The	purpose	of	exemptions	is	to	protect	certain	basic	assets	when	you	emerge	from	bankruptcy.	You	can	still	have	a	home,	transportation	for	work,	and	the	ability	to	otherwise	reasonably	take	care	of	yourself	post-discharge.	Most
people	who	file	Chapter	7	get	to	keep	their	home	and	car.	However,	there	are	certain	limits	to	what	you	can	protect.	Exemptions	differ	among	states.	To	capture	an	exemption,	a	debtor	must	file	a	Schedule	with	the	bankruptcy	court.	Examples	of	exempted	property	include:	Car	up	to	a	particular	value	Personal	home	so	long	as	your	equity	does	not
surpass	state	or	federal	limits	Cash	up	to	a	certain	amount	Spousal	support	and	child	support	Reasonably	necessary	household	goods,	clothing,	appliances,	etc.	Jewelry	up	to	a	specific	value	Pension	plans	and	retirement	funds	Government	assistance	like	social	security,	unemployment,	and	welfare	Damages	awarded	due	to	a	personal	injury	case	up	to
a	specific	value	If	you	are	filing	Chapter	7,	certain	types	of	property	will	not	be	protected	by	the	Bankruptcy	Codes.	Items	that	are	typically	forfeit	in	Chapter	7	bankruptcy	include:	A	second	car,	truck,	or	home	Cash,	bank	accounts,	and	other	financial	assets	Valuable	family	heirlooms	like	furniture,	jewelry,	etc.	Valuable	collections	like	artwork,	coins,
and	stamps	While	people	and	businesses	can	both	file	Chapter	7,	exemptions	are	only	offered	to	individuals.	If	a	company	files	Chapter	7,	the	business	shuts	down,	and	its	property	is	sold	or	returned	to	creditors.	Since	an	individual	or	a	married	couple	cant	simply	get	shut	down,	bankruptcy	exemptions	are	available	to	protect	them	and	certain	of
their	property.	Federal	bankruptcy	exemptions	are	baked	into	the	Bankruptcy	Code.	Currently,	only	20	states	allow	filers	to	use	federal	exemptions.	In	the	other	30	states,	you	must	use	exemptions	allowed	by	the	states	laws.	If	you	live	in	a	state	that	hasnt	opted	out	of	the	federal	exemptions	program,	then	you	have	a	choice	between	those	exemptions
you	want	to	use.	Federal	exemptions	are	updated	every	three	years.	If	you	live	in	a	state	where	you	have	the	choice	between	federal	and	state	exemptions,	you	should	speak	with	your	lawyer	to	determine	which	option	best	fits	you	and	your	family.	In	some	ways,	federal	exemptions	are	more	advantageous	than	a	states,	but	in	other	ways,	they	can	be
more	burdensome.	How	much	they	benefit	you	depends	on	the	type	of	property	you	have,	how	much	equity	you	own,	and	the	state	where	you	live.	Examples	of	current	Chapter	7	federal	exemptions	include:	Federal	Homestead	Exemption	(Your	Home):	Equity	up	to	$25,150	is	currently	exempted	for	individuals	and	up	to	$50,300	for	married	couples.
The	total	amount	fluctuates	through	adjustments	due	to	inflation.	Wildcard	Exemption:	A	type	of	exemption	that	can	be	used	to	protect	any	kind	of	property	that	is	not	otherwise	covered.	Currently,	the	federal	wildcard	exemption	is	$1,325	and	up	to	$12,575	of	any	unused	part	of	the	federal	homestead	exemption.	Motor	Vehicle:	Up	to	$4,000	Personal
Injury	Settlement:	Up	to	$15,000,	not	including	damages	for	pain	and	suffering	Household	Goods:	Up	to	$625	per	individual	item,	but	cant	exceed	$13,400	when	adding	the	value	of	all	exempted	items	(i.e.,	furnishing,	clothes,	pets,	instruments,	etc.)	Jewelry:	Up	to	$1,700	Tools	of	Your	Trade:	Up	to	$2,525	(i.e.,	tools,	books,	health	aids,	learning
programs,	etc.)	IRAs	and	Roth	IRAs:	Up	to	$1,362,800	Its	important	to	remember	that	not	all	states	allow	you	to	choose	federal	bankruptcy	exemptions.	Currently,	the	states	that	do	give	you	a	choice	include:	Alaska	Arkansas	Connecticut	District	of	Columbia	Hawaii	Kentucky	Massachusetts	Michigan	Minnesota	New	Hampshire	New	Jersey	New
Mexico	New	York	Oregon	Pennsylvania	Rhode	Island	Texas	Vermont	Washington	Wisconsin	Some	states	offer	more	generous	exemptions	than	what	is	available	under	the	federal	Bankruptcy	Code.	If	you	live	in	a	state	that	gives	you	a	choice,	you	can	usually	use	federal	non-bankruptcy	exemptions	in	addition	to	the	ones	your	state	offers.	Married
couples	have	the	choice	to	file	jointly,	or	each	person	can	file	separately.	The	best	option	depends	on	the	type	of	debts	you	have	individually	and	together,	your	total	assets,	state/federal	laws,	and	other	considerations.	For	the	most	part,	filing	separately	can	be	beneficial	if	you	live	in	a	community	property	state,	and	your	state	allows	you	to	double
exemptions.	Federal	bankruptcy	exemptions	do	allow	couples	to	double	their	exemptions.	For	example,	the	motor	vehicle	exemption	would	be	$8,000	instead	of	$4,000.	The	amount	of	cash	you	can	keep	when	filing	Chapter	7	depends	on	your	exemptions,	the	state	where	you	reside,	and	other	factors.	Most	states	offer	cash	and	bank	account
exemptions.	However,	it	is	in	your	best	interest	to	avoid	surprises	by	knowing	what	type	of	cash	is	exempted	and	what	is	not.	Otherwise,	you	may	lose	money	that	you	did	not	anticipate	losing	from	filing.	Some	people	decide	to	use	the	federal	wildcard	exemption	of	$1,325	to	protect	cash.	That	number	doubles	to	$2,650	for	married	couples.	Most
states	will	offer	special	wildcard	exemptions	to	safeguard	additional	money	as	well.	Also,	you	can	keep	any	money	you	earn	after	filing	for	bankruptcy.	So,	you	can	begin	saving	right	away	after	submitting	your	paperwork.	At	filing,	it	is	necessary	to	report	the	exact	amount	of	cash	in	your	bank	accounts	as	of	the	day	you	file.	If	you	dont,	you	could	lose
that	money.	Its	essential	to	know	the	difference	between	a	discharge	and	an	exemption.	A	discharge	occurs	when	you	meet	all	of	your	bankruptcy	requirements	and	your	assets	have	been	liquidated.	Exemptions	help	to	save	certain	property	when	filing	bankruptcy.	In	general,	the	following	types	of	debt	wont	be	discharged	when	filing	Chapter	7.
Secured	debts	like	mortgages	and	student	loans	Child	support,	spousal	support,	and	alimony	Money	borrowed	on	a	credit	card	to	pay	back	taxes	Additional	types	of	debt	if	the	creditors	objection	to	a	discharge	is	approved	Not	at	all.	Most	people	keep	their	property	in	Chapter	7.	Nonetheless,	there	are	limits	to	what	you	can	keep	via	federal	or	state
exemptions.	If	you	have	a	regular	income,	there	are	assets	that	you	wish	to	keep	that	arent	protected	under	bankruptcy	laws.	If	you	can	t	make	monthly	payments	for	3	to	5	years,	you	may	want	to	consider	Chapter	13.	Discuss	your	options	with	a	bankruptcy	lawyer	before	choosing	which	Chapter	you	file	as	it	can	have	a	significant	effect	on	the
property	you	keep.	Exemptions	do	exist	for	Chapter	13.	Federal	and	state	bankruptcy	laws	typically	allow	the	same	type	of	exemptions	for	Chapter	7	and	Chapter	13.	One	difference	is	that	debtors	must	make	monthly	payments	to	keep	any	non-exempt	property.	For	example,	if	you	have	a	lot	of	equity	in	your	home,	and	dont	want	it	sold,	you	must	pay
creditors	the	value	of	the	homes	non-exempt	equity.	Its	important	to	note,	adding	a	non-exempt	property	to	a	Chapter	13	repayment	plan	will	likely	increase	your	monthly	payments.	Filing	bankruptcy	without	a	lawyer	can	be	confusing,	frustrating,	and	riddled	with	complexities.	A	seasoned	bankruptcy	attorney	can	help	you	choose	the	best	Chapter	to
file,	interpret	state	and	federal	exemptions	effectively,	and	advise	you	post-bankruptcy.	Most	lawyers	wont	start	working	on	your	case	until	they	have	been	paid	in	full,	which	can	present	problems	for	individuals	who	need	immediate	debt	relief.	Our	lawyers	offer	affordable	payment	plans	that	allow	them	to	get	started	on	your	case	right	away.
Additionally,	they	provide	virtual	consultations	so	that	you	can	begin	the	process	from	the	comfort	and	safety	of	your	home.	Ready	to	start	your	bankruptcy	process?	Get	instantly	connected	with	an	unbundled	bankruptcy	lawyer,	and	begin	your	journey	to	a	fresh	financial	start	today.	A	character	reference	letter	for	court	child	custody	is	a	legal
document	serving	as	the	recommendation	for	a	parent	who	wishes	to	become	a	guardian.	The	parent	usually	requests	someone	they	know	very	wellcould	be	a	co-worker,	friend,	or	family	memberto	write	a	character	reference	letter	for	court	child	custody	for	them	to	use	in	court	during	child	custody	hearings.The	reference	letter	writer	(the	referee)
registers	all	the	aspiring	guardians	positive	moral	and	mental	qualities	in	the	letter,	explaining	why	they	deserve	to	be	the	legal	custodian.	It	is	essential	to	make	the	reference	letter	as	emotional	and	personal	as	possible	because	judges	need	to	have	a	solid	motive	to	grant	custody.The	referee	must	be	someone	who	constantly	sees	that	parent	with	the
child.	It	would	be	perfect	if	that	particular	person	sees	the	parent	and	the	child	spending	quality	time	together	and	can	verify	their	good	relationships.It	is	also	advisable	but	not	obligatory	to	have	a	psychiatrist	monitor	how	the	kid	behaves	around	the	parents	and	write	their	recommendation	to	the	court	about	their	findings.	This	would	make	the
arguments	in	favor	of	any	aspiring	custodian	more	solid.	A	psychiatrists	opinion	means	a	lot	to	the	court	and	allows	it	to	decide	based	on	the	childs	best	interests	and	needs.Contents	of	a	Character	Reference	Letter	for	Court	Child	CustodySome	essential	elements	of	the	character	reference	letter	for	court	make	it	look	correct	and	suitable	for	court.	If
you	miss	any	of	them,	you	risk	having	the	letter	rejected,	which	means	the	aspiring	guardian	loses	the	custody	case.The	names	of	the	writer	(referee)	and	aspiring	guardian.	The	letter	should	begin	with	the	full	names	of	the	referee	and	the	aspiring	guardian	as	an	introduction	to	the	judges.The	relationship	between	the	aspiring	guardian	and	the
writer.	It	is	essential	to	register	how	the	referee	relates	with	the	parent.	The	referee	can	be	the	aspiring	guardians	family	member,	co-worker,	or	friend.The	referee	can	also	specify	how	long	they	have	known	the	aspiring	custodian.The	referees	contact	information.	The	writer	should	register	their	contact	information	for	the	court	to	contact	them	if
needed.	Contact	information	includes	the	phone	number,	physical	address	(state,	city,	street,	zip	code),	email,	and	full	legal	name.Moral	or	mental	qualities	of	the	aspiring	guardian.	Register	as	many	positive	details	referring	to	the	parent	as	possible.	In	the	reference	letter,	the	writer	should	include	the	parents	moral	and	mental	qualities.	Such
qualities	can	be	responsibility,	steadiness,	tactfulness	in	the	communication	with	children	and	other	people,	etc.	Portray	the	parent	as	ready	to	become	a	guardian,	having	all	the	resources	(financial,	physical,	and	mental)	and	sobriety	for	this.Signing	date	and	signature.	At	the	bottom	of	the	reference	letter,	the	writer	must	sign	the	reference	letter
and	type	the	signing	date	just	above	the	contact	information.	Without	this,	the	letter	is	incomplete,	and	the	court	has	all	the	rights	to	decline	it.These	are	the	essential	elements	to	include	in	a	reference	letter.	While	you	can	add	some	extra	details,	be	careful	not	to	violate	any	requirements	established	by	the	court.	Be	careful	with	the	letter
composition	as	it	greatly	impacts	the	childrens	and	their	parents	future.Create	a	free	high-quality	Character	Reference	Letter	for	Child	Custody	online	now!How	to	Write	a	Character	Reference	Letter	for	Court	Child	CustodyThere	are	various	letter	of	recommendation	templates	on	the	Internet,	and	you	can	use	any	of	them	as	a	reference	point.	But
one	thing	that	cannot	change	in	any	of	these	templates	is	the	structure.Adhere	strictly	to	this	structure	if	you	want	to	have	a	correct	letter	in	the	end.	The	format	is	as	follows:1.	HeadingThe	letter	header	should	be	Child	Custody	Court	Reference	Letter	and	nothing	else.	Highlight	this	phrase	in	bold,	and	place	it	at	the	top-middle	of	the	page.2.
SalutationYou	can	combine	the	heading	and	the	salutation	in	one	paragraph.	The	salutation	part	includes	the	writers	full	name	(on	the	first	line)	and	complete	physical	address.	Write	the	current	date	below	that.It	is	also	possible	to	add	a	subject	line	in	the	salutation.	This	subject	line	can	include	Case	Number	and	Guardian/Parents	Name.Next,	greet
the	letter	recipient,	who	is	the	judge	in	this	case.	You	can	greet	them	with	the	phrase	To	The	Honorable	Judge.3.	IntroductionIn	the	Introduction,	the	referee	should	type	their	name,	register	their	relations	with	the	aspiring	custodian,	and	how	long	they	have	known	them.	The	referee	does	not	need	to	reveal	all	the	reasons	why	they	think	the	parent
should	be	granted	custody,	but	they	should	leave	a	statement	showing	they	believe	they	can.	Convince	the	judges	that	they	will	make	the	right	decision	if	they	choose	this	exact	parent	over	the	other.4.	Main	BodyThis	is	where	the	referee	gives	as	many	details	in	favor	of	the	parent	as	possible.	The	referee	expresses	their	observations	about	the
parents	suitability	for	child	custody.	This	is	where	the	parents	contributions	to	the	local	community	(such	as	volunteer	work)	are	mentioned.	It	is	also	important	to	highlight	the	parents	personal	qualities	portraying	them	as	perfect	role	models.You	can	make	a	letter	as	long	as	possible;	it	is	advisable	to	add	at	least	two	statements	showing	a	parent
from	their	best	side.	Do	not	be	afraid	of	making	the	letter	emotional	and	sincere	to	touch	judges	hearts.If	you	have	any	questions	and	doubts	about	the	letters	length	and	contents,	contact	an	Attorney	of	a	parent	or	the	aspiring	custodian.5.	ConclusionIn	the	conclusion	section,	repeat	the	statement	from	the	first	paragraph	that	you	believe	the	parent	is
the	best-suited	custodian.	As	a	writer,	you	have	to.	Making	the	letter	emotional	will	convince	the	judges	to	consider	your	statement	seriously.Sign	off	the	letter	with	such	phrases	as	Signed,	Sincerely,	or	Best	Wishes.Adhere	to	this	structure	while	writing	a	character	reference	letter	for	court	child	custody	without	mixing	paragraphs.	You	can	make	the
text	in	these	paragraphs	sincere	and	emotional,	but	always	mind	that	you	are	delivering	this	letter	to	the	court	afterward.	Judges	of	the	court	will	examine	it,	so	leave	it	emotional	and	avoid	being	cheeky.What	to	Do	and	What	Not	to	DoAny	appeal	to	the	court	is	stressfulthe	message	you	want	to	pass	to	the	judges	must	be	accurate	and	truthful.	For
this,	you	need	to	know	the	basic	rules	to	write	a	reference	letter	correctly	and	accurately.You	need	to	avoid	certain	things	and	include	other	in	the	letter.	Below	is	a	list	of	such.What	to	includeMake	a	letter	emotional	and	sincere.	It	will	show	the	judges	your	clear	intentions	and	portray	the	parent	in	good	light.Write	as	much	as	you	can.	Give	as	many
details	in	favor	of	the	parent	as	you	can.Register	the	truth	and	only	the	truth.	All	the	facts	covered	in	the	letter	can	be	easily	checked	upon	the	request	of	the	court.Show	how	you	relate	with	the	parent.	Specify	the	duration	you	have	known	each	other.Express	your	belief	that	the	parent	is	the	most	suitable	guardian	for	their	children.	Provide	facts	to
back	this	up.What	to	avoidFalse	information;	everything	is	verifiable.Do	not	use	swear	words.	This	is	still	an	official	paper.Anything	that	can	confuse	judges	in	ruling	in	favor	of	a	parent.Ignoring	legal	requirements	established	by	the	court	regarding	completing	and	delivering	the	letter.If	you	follow	these	simple	steps,	therell	be	no	issues.	If	it	is	hard
for	you	to	write	a	reference	letter,	pretend	you	are	recommending	yourself.	What	do	you	think	it	should	look	like?	Would	you	want	to	add	anything	to	or,	on	the	contrary,	skip?Samples	of	a	Character	Reference	Letter	for	Court	Child	CustodyBelow	are	two	child	custody	letter	templates	that	you	can	use	as	a	reference	point.	Each	is	suitable	for	two
different	situations:	when	you	need	to	write	a	Character	Reference	Letter	for	Court	Child	Custody	for	a	father	(Sample	1)	and	a	good	mother	(Sample	2).Sample	1:	For	a	FatherCourt	Reference	Letter_____________	(insert	your	full	name)_____________	(insert	your	street	address)_____________	(insert	your	state,	city,	zip	code)_____________	(type	the	signing
date)_____________	(insert	the	subject	line)To	The	Honorable	Judge	_____________	(insert	the	judges	name)It	is	an	honor	for	me	to	recommend	_____________	(type	fathers	name),	who	has	been	my	friend	for	more	than	20	years.	He	has	also	been	a	wonderful	father	for	seven	years	now,	and	I	cannot	find	a	better	father	for	his	children.	_____________	(insert
fathers	name)	has	always	been	kind	to	me,	always	there	for	me	whenever	I	needed	him.	Thus,	I	firmly	believe	he	would	build	a	perfect	family	with	his	two	beautiful	daughters,	who	are	crazy	about	him.As	a	family	friend	and	a	close	friend	of	_____________	(type	fathers	name),	I	know	the	strong,	healthy	bond	with	his	daughters.	I	see	how	he	sets	an
excellent	example	for	them	by	working	as	a	volunteer	in	a	local	hospital	and	working	in	a	charitable	foundation.	He	has	always	been	their	role	model	in	terms	of	friendship,	love,	and	life	principles.	_____________	(insert	fathers	name)	would	never	miss	any	of	the	girls	performances	in	a	theatre	and	or	school	meetings.	I	am	sure	it	will	be	better	for	the
girls	and	_____________	(type	fathers	name)	to	become	one	loving	family	and	live	together	as	people	genuinely	caring	for	each	other.I	hope	you	consider	my	statement	seriously	as	childrens	happiness	is	always	the	priority	for	me	as	a	father	of	three	kids.	When	I	see	the	girls	around	_____________	(type	fathers	name),	I	see	happiness	in	their	eyes,	and	it
is	enough	for	me	to	decide	they	better	stay	with	their	dad.Sincerely,_____________	(insert	your	signature)_____________	(insert	your	printed	name)Sample	2:	For	a	Good	MotherCourt	Reference	Letter_____________	(insert	your	full	name)_____________	(insert	your	street	address)_____________	(insert	your	state,	city,	zip	code)_____________	(type	the	signing
date)_____________	(insert	the	subject	line)To	The	Honorable	Judge	_____________	(insert	the	judges	name)I	feel	honored	to	be	trusted	to	write	a	recommendation	for	_____________	(type	mothers	name),	who	has	been	not	only	my	co-worker	but	also	a	good	friend.	Weve	been	working	together	for	three	years	now,	and	during	this	period,	there	was	not	a
day	she	didnt	tell	me	about	her	beautiful	son.	I	know	for	sure	that	she	is	a	brilliant	mother	to	him	and	a	responsible	worker	for	our	company.	It	is	a	great	pleasure	for	me	to	know	her	as	indeed	a	unique	person,	friend,	and	mother.	She	always	supports	me	when	I	need	help	and	checks	on	me	to	ensure	Im	fine	when	I	fall	sick._____________	(insert
mothers	name)	always	tells	me	about	her	son,	his	achievements	in	school,	in	sports,	and	in	creativity.	Whenever	he	falls	sick,	she	takes	the	day	off	(or	more	than	one	day)	to	spend	time	with	him,	making	sure	he	feels	better.	When	he	was	admitted	to	a	hospital,	___________	(type	mothers	name)	was	there	with	him	all	the	time	and	would	work	remotely
because	she	didnt	want	to	fail	all	of	us.	But	her	child	is	the	main	priority	for	her,	and	everything	she	does,	she	does	it	for	him.	Thus,	I	believe	she	will	be	the	perfect	guardian	for	her	son,	as	Ive	never	seen	such	a	healthy	bond	between	a	mother	and	her	child.I	ask	you	to	accept	my	statement	in	all	seriousness.	I,	as	a	mother,	know	what	a	mother	can
feel	when	theres	a	possibility	of	losing	the	right	to	be	a	legal	guardian	for	her	only	child.	I	know	_____________	(type	mothers	name)	is	the	perfect	custodian	as	no	one	loves	her	son	the	way	she	does.Best	Wishes,_____________	(insert	your	signature)_____________	(insert	your	printed	name)	Writing	child	custody	reference	letters	can	be	tricky,	but	it	is
easier	with	the	assistance	of	our	detailed	guidelines.	Follow	them	and	use	the	templates	above	as	references.	Remember,	the	primary	goal	is	to	evoke	feelings	in	the	judges	hearts,	making	them	choose	your	side	over	another.	Make	your	reference	letter	as	emotional	and	long	as	possible,	but	make	the	judge	decide	in	your	favor	and	no	one	elses.
Remember:	the	childs	future	is	in	your	hands,	and	a	parent	trusts	you	with	this.	Do	not	fail	them.	Published:	May	15,	2022	Writing	a	letter	to	a	judge	for	child	custody	is	an	important	step	in	advocating	for	the	best	interests	of	a	child.	Such	letters	can	provide	personal	insight	and	context	that	may	not	be	fully	captured	through	legal	documents	alone.	It
is	essential	to	approach	this	task	with	care,	as	the	tone,	content,	and	structure	of	your	letter	can	significantly	influence	the	courts	perception	of	your	request.	Court	Rules	for	Written	StatementsUnderstanding	the	courts	rules	for	written	statements	is	critical.	Courts	typically	require	that	communications,	including	letters,	follow	specific	procedural
and	formatting	guidelines	to	ensure	they	are	valid	and	considered	during	proceedings.	In	many	jurisdictions,	letters	must	be	submitted	as	affidavits,	sworn	under	oath,	and	notarized	to	confirm	authenticity.The	content	of	the	letter	must	be	directly	related	to	the	custody	case	and	focus	on	the	childs	welfare	and	the	proposed	custody	arrangement.
Including	irrelevant	or	extraneous	information	is	discouraged.	A	respectful	and	formal	tone	is	required,	balancing	emotional	appeals	with	factual	evidence	and	logical	arguments.Submission	involves	filing	the	letter	with	the	court	clerk	and	ensuring	all	parties	involved,	including	the	opposing	party	and	their	legal	counsel,	receive	copies.	This	process
ensures	fairness	and	due	process.	Failure	to	comply	with	these	procedures	can	result	in	the	letter	being	disregarded.	Required	FormatCrafting	a	letter	to	a	judge	requires	adherence	to	proper	formatting,	which	varies	by	jurisdiction	but	generally	follows	a	standard	structure.	Begin	with	your	name,	address,	and	contact	information,	followed	by	the
date.	Include	the	judges	name	and	the	courts	address	below	this,	and	use	a	formal	salutation	such	as	Dear	Honorable	Judge	[Last	Name].The	body	of	the	letter	should	consist	of	clear,	concise	paragraphs.	Start	with	an	introductory	paragraph	stating	the	purpose	of	the	letter	and	your	relationship	to	the	child.	Subsequent	paragraphs	should	address	the
specifics	of	your	request,	supported	by	factual	evidence	and	logical	arguments.	Focus	solely	on	relevant	issues	related	to	the	custody	arrangement.The	letter	should	be	typed	in	a	legible	font,	such	as	Times	New	Roman	or	Arial,	in	12-point	size,	and	printed	on	standard	white	paper	with	one-inch	margins.	Maintain	a	formal	tone	throughout	and	support
each	point	with	concrete	examples,	such	as	details	of	the	childs	current	living	conditions	or	evidence	of	your	ability	to	provide	a	stable	environment.Key	Points	to	AddressTo	effectively	communicate	your	position,	focus	on	key	elements	that	support	your	request	and	concerns.	These	points	should	be	clear	and	supported	by	evidence.Reason	for
RequestState	why	you	are	seeking	custody	or	a	modification	of	the	current	arrangement.	Highlight	any	changes	in	circumstances,	such	as	relocation	or	concerns	about	the	childs	current	living	situation,	and	provide	specific	examples	to	illustrate	your	concerns.	Reference	relevant	legal	standards	or	precedents	to	support	your	request.Details	of
Custody	ArrangementOutline	the	proposed	custody	arrangement,	including	the	type	of	custody	you	seek	and	how	it	benefits	the	child.	Provide	logistical	details,	such	as	living	arrangements,	visitation	schedules,	and	plans	for	the	childs	education,	healthcare,	and	extracurricular	activities.	Address	your	efforts	to	facilitate	a	relationship	between	the
child	and	the	other	parent.Impact	on	the	ChildExplain	how	the	proposed	custody	arrangement	will	positively	affect	the	childs	emotional,	physical,	and	educational	well-being.	Use	specific	examples	to	illustrate	benefits,	such	as	improved	stability	or	access	to	better	opportunities.	Focus	on	the	childs	needs	and	how	the	arrangement	addresses	them.
Include	any	professional	assessments	or	recommendations	that	support	your	position.	Legal	Considerations	for	Writing	to	a	JudgeWhen	writing	to	a	judge	in	a	custody	case,	it	is	important	to	understand	the	legal	implications.	Judges	are	bound	by	ethical	guidelines,	including	prohibitions	on	ex	parte	communicationdirect	or	indirect	communication
with	the	judge	by	one	party	without	notifying	the	other.	To	comply,	your	letter	must	be	filed	with	the	court	and	served	to	all	parties	involved.The	content	of	your	letter	may	be	scrutinized	under	rules	of	evidence.	While	letters	are	not	typically	considered	formal	evidence,	they	can	influence	the	courts	perception	of	your	case.	Any	factual	claims	should
be	supported	by	admissible	evidence,	such	as	documentation,	witness	statements,	or	expert	testimony.	For	example,	if	you	allege	neglect	by	the	other	parent,	include	corroborating	evidence	like	police	reports	or	statements	from	teachers.Making	false	statements	in	your	letter	can	lead	to	serious	consequences,	including	contempt	of	court	charges,
fines,	or	even	criminal	penalties	for	perjury	if	the	letter	is	submitted	as	a	sworn	affidavit.	Ensure	all	statements	are	truthful,	accurate,	and	verifiable.Consulting	an	attorney	before	submitting	your	letter	is	advisable.	An	attorney	can	help	ensure	the	letter	meets	legal	requirements,	is	accurate	and	relevant,	and	complies	with	court	rules.	In	some	cases,
they	may	recommend	presenting	your	arguments	through	formal	legal	motions	or	court	hearings	instead	of	a	letter.	Filing	ProcedureAfter	drafting	your	letter,	ensure	it	is	filed	correctly.	Make	multiple	copies,	as	the	original	must	be	submitted	to	the	court	clerks	office	in	the	jurisdiction	handling	the	case,	and	copies	must	be	served	to	all	parties
involved,	including	the	opposing	party	and	their	legal	counsel.The	court	clerk	may	require	a	filing	fee,	so	inquire	about	this	and	any	potential	waivers.	Proper	filing	and	serving	of	the	letter	are	essential	to	ensure	it	is	considered	during	the	case.	Follow-Up	StepsAfter	filing	your	letter,	confirm	that	all	parties	have	received	the	necessary	documentation.
Monitor	the	progress	of	your	case	with	the	court	clerk	to	stay	informed	about	hearings	or	additional	requirements.Maintain	communication	with	your	legal	counsel	to	address	any	new	developments	or	information.	If	necessary,	consult	your	attorney	about	submitting	additional	materials	or	modifying	your	request.	These	follow-up	actions	demonstrate
your	commitment	to	the	case	and	readiness	to	address	any	challenges.	Dear	Judge	[Last	Name],I	am	writing	to	urgently	request	sole	custody	of	my	son,	Michael	Johnson,	who	is	six	years	old.	During	several	recent	visits	with	his	father,	I	have	noticed	that	Michael	returns	home	anxious	and	withdrawn.	He	has	told	me	about	unsupervised	parties	at	his
fathers	home	and	people	using	substances	in	his	presence.On	two	occasions,	I	observed	bruises	that	Michael	could	not	explain.	I	have	reported	my	concerns	to	Child	Protective	Services	and	attached	copies	of	their	reports.	My	only	goal	is	to	protect	Michael	from	harm	and	provide	him	with	the	safe,	structured	environment	he	deserves.Please	consider
granting	me	sole	custody	so	I	can	safeguard	his	well-being	and	give	him	the	stability	every	child	needs.	Thank	you	for	your	understanding	and	swift	attention	to	this	matter.Respectfully,[Your	Name]2.	Supporting	Joint	Custody	with	a	Parenting	PlanDear	Judge	[Last	Name],My	name	is	Rebecca	White,	and	I	am	the	mother	of	Emily	White,	age	ten.	I	am
writing	to	share	my	support	for	a	joint	custody	arrangement	because	I	believe	Emily	benefits	from	having	strong,	active	relationships	with	both	of	her	parents.I	have	developed	a	detailed	parenting	plan	that	divides	holidays	and	school	breaks	equally,	includes	regular	video	calls,	and	encourages	both	parents	to	attend	Emilys	extracurricular
events.Emilys	father	and	I	have	already	begun	weekly	co-parenting	meetings	to	discuss	her	progress	in	school	and	address	any	concerns.	We	both	agree	that	keeping	Emilys	routines	and	well-being	at	the	center	of	all	decisions	is	best	for	her	development.Thank	you	for	considering	our	joint	plan	and	prioritizing	Emilys	needs.Sincerely,[Your	Name]3.
Requesting	Custody	Modification	Due	to	RelocationDear	Judge	[Last	Name],I	am	writing	to	respectfully	request	a	modification	to	the	current	custody	agreement	for	my	daughter,	Ava	Martinez,	who	is	eight	years	old.	I	have	accepted	a	new	job	in	North	Carolina,	which	will	require	us	to	move	from	our	current	home	in	Maryland.While	this	is	a
significant	change,	I	have	arranged	for	Ava	to	visit	her	father	in	Maryland	during	all	major	holidays,	spring	break,	and	most	of	the	summer.	I	am	also	committed	to	regular	video	calls	and	trips	back	to	Maryland	for	special	events.Avas	father	and	I	have	discussed	this	plan,	and	I	am	hopeful	we	can	reach	a	solution	that	allows	Ava	to	thrive	despite	the
distance.I	kindly	ask	the	court	to	review	this	proposal	and	support	Avas	continued	connection	to	both	parents.Thank	you	for	your	understanding.Sincerely,[Your	Name]4.	Expressing	Concerns	About	Childs	WelfareDear	Judge	[Last	Name],My	name	is	Steven	Barnes,	and	I	am	the	father	of	Tyler	Barnes,	who	is	seven.	I	am	deeply	concerned	about	Tylers
welfare	when	he	is	in	his	mothers	care.	He	has	missed	more	than	fifteen	days	of	school	this	semester,	and	his	teachers	have	reported	that	he	is	often	hungry	and	wearing	the	same	clothes	for	several	days.I	have	attached	Tylers	attendance	record	and	letters	from	his	teachers.	When	Tyler	stays	with	me,	he	is	happier	and	healthier,	and	his	academic
performance	improves.	I	believe	it	is	in	Tylers	best	interest	to	reside	with	me	primarily,	with	regular,	supervised	visits	to	his	mother.Please	review	the	attached	documentation	and	consider	my	request	to	modify	custody.Thank	you	for	your	time.Respectfully,[Your	Name]5.	Requesting	Increased	Visitation	RightsDear	Judge	[Last	Name],I	am	Jonathan
Kim,	the	father	of	Sophia	Kim,	age	nine.	Over	the	past	year,	I	have	consistently	participated	in	Sophias	life	by	volunteering	at	her	school,	coaching	her	soccer	team,	and	ensuring	she	receives	medical	and	dental	care.Currently,	my	visitation	is	limited	to	every	other	weekend,	which	I	feel	is	not	enough	to	maintain	a	strong	bond	with	Sophia.	I	am
requesting	that	my	visitation	be	expanded	to	include	one	weeknight	per	week	and	additional	time	during	school	breaks.	I	am	confident	this	change	will	support	Sophias	happiness	and	sense	of	security.Thank	you	for	considering	my	request	for	more	involvement	in	Sophias	daily	life.Sincerely,[Your	Name]6.	Detailing	Childs	PreferencesDear	Judge	[Last
Name],I	am	writing	on	behalf	of	my	daughter,	Olivia	Carter,	who	recently	turned	twelve.	Olivia	has	expressed	to	both	me	and	her	school	counselor	that	she	prefers	to	live	with	me	during	the	school	year.	She	finds	my	home	environment	more	conducive	to	her	studies	and	enjoys	living	closer	to	her	friends	and	school.Olivia	is	a	thoughtful,	mature	child,
and	I	believe	her	feelings	should	be	respected.	I	have	included	a	letter	from	her	counselor	supporting	this	preference.	I	am	willing	to	facilitate	frequent	visits	with	her	father	during	weekends	and	vacations.Thank	you	for	taking	Olivias	wishes	into	account	as	you	make	your	decision.Sincerely,[Your	Name]7.	Highlighting	Parental	InvolvementDear
Judge	[Last	Name],I	am	Sarah	Lopez,	mother	of	Daniel	Lopez,	age	six.	Since	Daniel	was	born,	I	have	been	his	primary	caregiver,	managing	every	aspect	of	his	daily	life,	from	preparing	nutritious	meals	to	attending	every	parent-teacher	conference	and	medical	appointment.Daniel	has	a	close	relationship	with	me,	and	he	is	thriving	emotionally	and
academically.	I	work	from	home	and	can	be	present	before	and	after	school,	which	has	provided	Daniel	with	a	strong	sense	of	security	and	routine.	I	believe	that	continuing	our	current	arrangement,	with	Daniel	residing	primarily	with	me,	is	essential	for	his	well-being.Thank	you	for	considering	my	perspective	and	Daniels	best	interests.Respectfully,
[Your	Name]8.	Requesting	Temporary	Custody	During	Medical	RecoveryDear	Judge	[Last	Name],I	am	Mark	Evans,	and	I	am	writing	to	request	temporary	custody	of	my	daughter,	Grace	Evans,	age	five,	while	her	mother	recovers	from	upcoming	surgery.	Graces	mother,	Jennifer,	will	be	in	recovery	for	at	least	six	weeks	and	has	agreed	that	I	should	be
Graces	primary	caregiver	during	this	period.I	have	taken	time	off	work	and	arranged	for	Grace	to	continue	attending	her	preschool	and	extracurricular	activities.	Jennifer	and	I	have	worked	together	to	develop	a	plan	for	regular	video	calls	and	visits	during	her	recovery.	Once	Jennifer	has	fully	recovered,	we	are	both	in	agreement	that	we	will	return
to	our	previous	shared	custody	arrangement.Thank	you	for	your	understanding	and	for	considering	this	temporary	request.Sincerely,[Your	Name]9.	Emphasizing	Childs	Special	NeedsDear	Judge	[Last	Name],My	name	is	Angela	Morris,	and	I	am	the	mother	of	Noah	Morris,	age	seven.	Noah	has	been	diagnosed	with	autism	spectrum	disorder	and
requires	specialized	educational	and	therapeutic	support.	I	have	coordinated	with	his	therapists	and	school	to	ensure	he	receives	speech	therapy,	occupational	therapy,	and	individualized	learning	plans.I	have	also	modified	our	home	environment	to	meet	his	sensory	needs.	I	am	requesting	primary	custody	to	provide	Noah	with	the	consistency	and
care	that	his	condition	requires.	I	am	willing	to	work	with	his	father	to	ensure	he	remains	a	vital	part	of	Noahs	life	through	regular	visits	and	shared	activities.Thank	you	for	your	thoughtful	consideration	of	Noahs	unique	needs.Sincerely,[Your	Name]10.	Addressing	False	AllegationsDear	Judge	[Last	Name],I	am	Thomas	Harris,	father	of	Lucy	Harris,
age	eight.	I	am	writing	to	address	false	allegations	recently	made	against	me	by	my	ex-wife	during	our	custody	dispute.	These	claims	have	caused	significant	stress	for	both	Lucy	and	me,	but	have	been	investigated	by	Child	Protective	Services	and	determined	to	be	unsubstantiated.I	have	attached	the	official	reports	to	this	letter.	I	have	always
provided	a	loving	and	safe	home	for	Lucy,	and	I	have	never	put	her	in	harms	way.	I	am	requesting	that	the	court	dismiss	these	allegations	and	maintain	my	current	visitation	rights	so	that	I	can	continue	being	a	present,	supportive	father.Thank	you	for	reviewing	the	attached	documentation	and	for	your	fair	consideration.Respectfully,[Your	Name]11.
Supporting	Supervised	VisitationDear	Judge	[Last	Name],My	name	is	Heather	Scott,	and	I	am	the	mother	of	Benjamin	Scott,	who	is	six	years	old.	I	am	requesting	that	my	sons	visits	with	his	father	be	supervised,	as	there	have	been	recent	incidents	involving	his	fathers	temper	and	inconsistent	behavior.Benjamin	has	come	home	from	visits	confused
and	anxious,	and	his	school	counselor	has	noted	increased	anxiety.I	am	not	seeking	to	prevent	a	relationship	between	Benjamin	and	his	father,	but	I	want	to	ensure	that	all	visits	occur	in	a	safe	and	structured	environment.	I	am	willing	to	work	with	a	court-appointed	supervisor	and	support	a	plan	for	increasing	unsupervised	visits	as	circumstances
improve.Thank	you	for	prioritizing	Benjamins	emotional	and	physical	safety.Sincerely,[Your	Name]12.	Focusing	on	Childs	Educational	InterestsDear	Judge	[Last	Name],I	am	Robert	Lane,	father	of	Mia	Lane,	age	nine.	Since	Mia	began	spending	more	time	at	her	mothers	house,	her	grades	have	suffered	and	her	teachers	have	noticed	a	decline	in	her
participation.	I	have	spoken	with	Mias	teacher	and	arranged	for	her	to	receive	after-school	tutoring	if	she	can	reside	primarily	with	me.I	can	provide	a	quiet,	structured	environment	that	supports	her	learning	and	extracurricular	interests.	My	home	is	also	located	within	walking	distance	of	her	school,	which	would	make	her	daily	routine	easier	and
more	consistent.I	respectfully	ask	the	court	to	grant	me	primary	custody	so	I	can	help	Mia	reach	her	full	academic	potential.Thank	you	for	your	attention.Sincerely,[Your	Name]13.	Highlighting	Parental	StabilityDear	Judge	[Last	Name],I	am	Christina	Ford,	mother	of	Ethan	Ford,	who	is	five.	For	the	past	three	years,	I	have	maintained	stable
employment	and	a	loving	home	environment.	Ethan	has	his	own	room,	attends	a	nearby	preschool,	and	has	a	consistent	bedtime	routine.I	have	involved	him	in	community	activities	and	arranged	for	regular	playdates	with	friends.	In	contrast,	his	fathers	living	situation	has	changed	multiple	times	and	lacks	stability.	I	believe	that	remaining	in	my	care
is	crucial	for	Ethans	emotional	and	developmental	well-being.Thank	you	for	considering	my	request	to	continue	providing	Ethan	with	a	stable	and	nurturing	home.Respectfully,[Your	Name]14.	Requesting	Mediation	or	CounselingDear	Judge	[Last	Name],My	name	is	David	Young,	father	of	Chloe	Young,	age	seven.	I	believe	that	the	ongoing	conflict
between	Chloes	mother	and	me	is	negatively	affecting	our	daughter.	To	resolve	our	differences	more	constructively,	I	am	requesting	court-ordered	mediation	or	family	counseling.I	hope	this	will	help	us	improve	our	communication,	reduce	tension,	and	focus	on	what	is	best	for	Chloe.	I	am	committed	to	participating	fully	in	any	process	the	court
recommends.Thank	you	for	considering	this	request	for	mediation	to	support	Chloes	well-being.Sincerely,[Your	Name]15.	Expressing	Willingness	to	CooperateDear	Judge	[Last	Name],I	am	Mary	Green,	and	I	am	the	mother	of	Lucas	Green,	age	eight.	I	am	writing	to	affirm	my	commitment	to	a	cooperative	co-parenting	relationship	with	Lucass	father.	I
am	open	to	flexible	visitation	schedules,	joint	participation	in	school	events,	and	shared	decision-making	about	Lucass	education	and	health.I	believe	that	working	together	respectfully	will	help	Lucas	feel	secure	and	loved.	I	hope	the	court	will	consider	my	willingness	to	collaborate	when	making	decisions	about	our	custody	arrangement.Thank	you	for
your	time	and	dedication	to	families	like	ours.Respectfully,[Your	Name]	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.
Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license
as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are
given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Download	Article	Download	Article	If	you	are	filing	for	child	custody,	the	judge	may	ask	you	to	write	a	letter	of	declaration	that	explains	your	side	of	the
story	for	example,	if	the	other	parent	contests	your	custody,	or	if	a	representative	for	your	child	such	as	a	guardian	ad	litem	has	filed	a	report	with	the	court	recommending	a	different	custody	arrangement	than	the	one	you	requested.	If	someone	close	to	you	is	in	the	midst	of	child	custody	proceedings,	he	or	she	also	might	ask	you	to	write	a	character
reference	letter	to	submit	to	the	court.	These	letters	have	a	few	formal	requirements,	but	generally	can	be	drafted	without	the	assistance	of	an	attorney.	1Study	any	other	documents	or	reports	filed.	If	issues	have	been	raised	in	other	documents	filed	with	the	court,	read	them	so	you	have	an	understanding	of	the	points	you	need	to	raise	in	your
letter.For	example,	if	the	other	parent	alleges	that	the	child	is	afraid	of	you,	or	upset	at	the	thought	of	being	with	you,	you	would	want	to	present	to	the	court	situations	in	which	the	child	was	happy	and	relaxed	in	your	company.In	addition	to	documents	filed,	review	the	factors	the	courts	in	your	state	consider	when	determining	the	best	interests	of
the	child.[1]	You	may	be	able	to	use	those	factors	as	a	rough	outline	of	the	points	you	need	to	mention	in	your	letter.2Outline	your	letter.	Making	a	basic	outline	of	your	letter	before	you	start	writing	will	help	you	stay	on	topic	as	you	write	and	also	give	you	an	idea	what	documents	or	other	evidence	you	might	need	to	back	up	any	statements	you	make.
[2]Stick	to	the	facts	when	you're	explaining	your	side	of	the	story.	Although	you	do	want	to	counter	points	made	up	in	other	reports	filed,	or	issues	raised	by	the	other	parent,	you	also	want	to	make	sure	you	don't	get	emotional	or	ramble.	Instead,	provide	concrete	examples	that	counter	or	tend	to	disprove	the	accusation.For	example,	if	the	other
parent	alleges	that	you	don't	pick	up	your	child	from	school	on	time,	you	might	note	that	you	don't	get	off	work	until	5:30,	but	you	made	arrangements	for	the	child	to	participate	in	an	after-school	program	until	you	could	pick	her	up	from	school.	Advertisement	3Gather	information	or	supporting	documentation.	If	you	have	documents	that	support
your	statements,	such	as	check	stubs	to	back	up	the	wages	you	claim	to	earn,	those	should	be	included	with	your	letter.Your	declaration	gives	you	an	opportunity	to	present	evidence	to	the	court,	even	if	you	anticipate	testifying	in	court.	This	documentary	evidence	can	serve	to	introduce	the	case	to	the	judge	or	any	appointed	mediators.[3]4Draft	your
letter.	Follow	your	outline	to	draft	the	body	of	your	letter	explaining	your	position	to	the	court.Focus	on	your	day-to-day	interactions	with	your	child,	and	why	the	parenting	plan	you've	proposed	is	in	your	child's	best	interests.[4]Keep	in	mind	that	the	court	will	evaluate	your	case	according	to	the	child's	best	interests,	not	necessarily	whether	you	or
the	child's	other	parent	is	a	better	person.	For	this	reason	you	should	refrain	from	making	accusations	about	the	other	parent,	especially	as	it	regards	your	relationship	with	him	rather	than	your	relationship	with	your	child.[5][6]Start	by	introducing	yourself	and	describing	briefly	the	custody	option	you	believe	is	best.	The	body	of	your	letter	will
provide	some	reasons	to	back	up	your	belief.If	there	are	any	urgent	issues	that	hold	key	importance,	address	them	first,	then	follow	up	with	any	other	facts	or	circumstances.[7]Write	truthfully	without	speculation	or	exaggeration.	If	you	don't	remember	something	exactly,	indicate	that	by	using	words	such	as	"approximately"	or	"typically."[8]Make
sure	anything	you	describe	is	something	you	personally	saw,	not	something	someone	else	told	you.[9]Try	to	be	as	objective	as	possible	when	you	recount	facts.[10]	As	emotional	as	you	may	be,	you	should	avoid	disparaging	or	insulting	the	other	parent.5Format	your	letter.	Check	with	your	court	to	find	out	any	necessary	formatting	that	is	required	for
your	letter.For	example,	some	courts	require	that	you	place	the	case's	caption	at	the	top	of	your	letter.	The	caption	is	the	heading	at	the	top	of	all	your	court	documents	that	gives	the	name	of	the	court,	the	title	of	the	case,	and	the	case	number.[11]Your	state	also	may	require	particular	language	for	the	end	of	your	letter,	or	have	formatted	signature
blocks	or	notary	blocks	available	for	you	to	copy	and	use.[12]6Proofread	your	letter.	After	you've	got	a	final	draft,	read	through	it	several	times	and	correct	any	errors.You	may	consider	having	a	trusted	friend	or	an	attorney	review	your	letter	to	make	sure	you've	not	missed	any	bad	typographical	or	grammatical	errors.[13]7Sign	your	letter.	Many
courts	require	you	to	sign	your	letter	in	the	presence	of	a	notary.You	should	include	a	signature	block	indicating	that	the	information	in	the	letter	is	true	to	the	best	of	your	knowledge,	and	that	you	are	signing	it	under	penalty	of	perjury.[14]8File	your	letter	with	the	court.	After	you've	signed	your	letter,	take	it	to	the	clerk's	office	for	the	court	where
your	custody	case	is	being	heard.	Advertisement	1Talk	to	the	parent.	If	a	parent	asks	you	to	write	a	character	reference	letter,	have	a	formal	conversation	with	him	and	find	out	precisely	what	issues	are	being	contested	and	what	he	needs	from	you.Character	reference	letters	can	become	essential	pieces	of	evidence	in	custody	cases,	so	you	want	to
make	sure	that	the	information	you	include	is	relevant	to	the	matters	at	issue.[15]	For	example,	if	there	is	no	dispute	over	the	parent's	sterling	work	record	and	reputation,	there's	no	need	for	you	to	go	on	and	on	about	how	great	she	is	at	her	job.Brainstorm	with	the	parent	about	instances	you've	witnessed	in	which	she	interacted	with	her	child.[16]
You	want	to	try	to	keep	your	letter	focused	on	her	character	and	responsibility	as	a	parent	rather	than	as	a	person	in	general.2Read	any	other	documents	or	reports	filed.	If	the	parent	for	whom	you're	writing	a	reference	letter	mentions	any	documents	such	as	a	letter	filed	by	the	other	parent,	ask	if	you	can	read	them	before	you	begin	your	letter.You
want	to	make	sure	you	have	a	basic	understanding	of	the	matters	at	issue	in	the	case	before	you	sit	down	to	write	your	letter.3Outline	your	letter.	Writing	a	basic	outline	of	your	letter	allows	you	to	maintain	your	focus	and	keep	the	body	of	your	letter	organized.When	you	draft	your	letter,	you	can	use	your	outline	to	keep	you	on	point	so	you	don't
digress	or	ramble.	Each	point	of	your	letter	can	serve	as	a	paragraph.4Draft	your	letter.	Using	your	outline,	create	the	paragraphs	that	will	form	the	body	of	your	letter.Try	to	keep	the	tone	of	your	letter	as	conversational	as	possible.	There's	no	need	to	use	legal	phrases	or	terminology.[17]	In	fact,	using	such	phrases	or	"key	words"	may	make	the
judge	believe	the	content	of	the	letter	was	prepared	or	coached	by	the	parent.Keep	in	mind	that	courts	generally	use	the	"best	interests	of	the	child"	standard	to	determine	custody	arrangements.[18]	Keep	your	letter	focused	on	the	child	and	his	best	interests.Begin	your	letter	by	introducing	yourself	and	explaining	your	relationship	to	the	parent	and
how	long	you've	known	her.	Then,	spend	two	or	three	paragraphs	explaining	why	you	think	she	should	be	awarded	custody.	Use	your	final	paragraph	to	summarize	the	points	you've	made	in	the	body	of	your	letter.[19]Avoid	criticizing	the	other	parent,	or	comparing	the	two.	Instead,	focus	on	why	this	one	is	the	best.[20]5Format	your	letter.	Ask	the
parent	if	there	is	any	special	formatting	required	by	the	court.In	some	cases,	you	may	need	to	put	the	caption	of	the	case,	or	at	least	the	case	number,	at	the	top	of	your	letter.	Make	sure	your	letter	is	formatted	in	the	correct	format	so	the	court	will	accept	it.It	may	be	easier	to	organize	your	letter	by	providing	headings	over	each	section	that	give	a
brief	title	describing	the	point	or	issue	to	which	that	section	relates.[21]6Proofread	your	letter.	Before	you	finalize	your	letter,	go	over	it	several	times	and	correct	any	grammar	errors	or	typos.You	might	consider	having	a	friend	or	an	attorney	review	your	letter	before	you	sign	it,	both	to	catch	any	typos	and	also	to	make	sure	that	it	reads	correctly	and
you've	made	your	points	understood.[22]7Sign	your	letter.	Some	courts	may	require	you	to	sign	your	letter	in	the	presence	of	a	notary.Even	if	it	isn't	required,	signing	in	front	of	a	notary	public	won't	hurt.	It	signifies	that	you	are	making	the	statements	in	the	letter	under	oath	and	penalty	of	perjury.8File	your	letter	with	the	court.	Find	out	from	the
parent	for	whom	you	wrote	the	letter	if	you	need	to	give	the	letter	to	him	or	file	it	yourself	directly	with	the	clerk.	Advertisement	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Written	by:	Doctor	of	Law,	Indiana	University	This	article	was	written	by	Jennifer	Mueller,	JD.	Jennifer	Mueller	is	an	in-house	legal	expert	at	wikiHow.	Jennifer	reviews,	fact-checks,	and
evaluates	wikiHow's	legal	content	to	ensure	thoroughness	and	accuracy.	She	received	her	JD	from	Indiana	University	Maurer	School	of	Law	in	2006.	This	article	has	been	viewed	152,303	times.	Co-authors:	5	Updated:	March	10,	2025	Views:152,303	Categories:	Child	Custody	and	Legal	Guardianship	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors
for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	152,303	times.	"Your	article	was	really	reassuring.	This	is	such	a	hard	and	confusing	time.	Thank	you,	I	will	let	you	know	the	results	in	a	couple	weeks."..."	more	Share	your	story	A	character	reference	letter	to	the	court	can	be	an	important	part	of	a	disputed	custody	case.If	you're	a	parent	pursing	child	custody,
it's	important	you	understand	who	you	should	ask	to	write	a	letter	and	how	it	can	impact	your	case.If	you've	been	asked	to	write	to	the	judge,	use	our	sample	character	reference	letter	and	fill-in-the-blank	template.	What's	a	character	reference	letter?Sometimes	simply	called	a	character	letter,	this	letter	is	official	legal	testimony	used	as	evidence	in
some	child	custody	cases.Similar	to	a	declaration	letter,	it's	a	statement	to	the	judge	that	supports	a	parent's	requested	custody	arrangements.	However,	unlike	a	declaration	letter,	a	character	reference	letter	is	written	by	someone	who	knows	the	parent	(instead	of	the	parent	themself).A	character	reference	letter	gives	the	judge	insight	into	the	case
by	offering	a	third	party's	perspective	on	the	parent's	relationship	with	the	child.	It	also	gives	the	judge	more	information	about	who	the	parent	is,	how	they	take	care	of	their	child	and	why	they	should	have	custody.	When	you	may	need	a	character	reference	letterIdeally,	parents	should	work	together	to	create	their	parenting	plan,	parenting	time
schedule	and	child	support	agreement.When	parents	can't	agree	on	custody,	a	judge	(or	other	court	official,	such	as	a	magistrate)	decides	the	custody	orders.	Each	parent	submits	paperwork	to	the	court	detailing	the	arrangements	they	want,	along	with	evidence	to	prove	that	their	proposed	arrangement	is	best	for	the	child.Both	parents	can	submit	a
character	reference	letter	as	part	of	this	paperwork.	The	letters	are	typically	optional,	but	one	can	go	a	long	way	in	helping	the	judge	understand	you	and	your	parenting.In	high-conflict	cases	where	parents	make	allegations	against	each	other,	character	reference	letters	can	help	the	judge	get	more	information.You	may	also	need	a	character
reference	letter	if	you	have	issues	that	can	cause	a	parent	to	lose	custody,	such	as	a	DUI	conviction	or	criminal	record.	A	strong	character	reference	letter	showing	how	the	issues	are	in	the	past	and	do	not	affect	your	parenting	can	be	crucial	in	these	situations.	Who	should	write	a	character	reference	letter	for	a	custody	caseYour	character	reference
letter	writer	is	a	witness	on	your	behalf	they	should	know	you	well,	have	first-hand	knowledge	of	your	relationship	with	your	child	and	support	your	custody	requests.	They	should	be	someone	who	has	frequently	observed	your	parenting	and	who	can	authentically	speak	to	your	character.Common	character	letter	writers	include	close	relatives,	friends,
co-workers	and	supervisors.	You	might	also	ask	your	child's	teacher	or	caregiver	if	they	know	you	well	and	have	personal	knowledge	of	your	parenting.	Be	sure	to	choose	someone	who	has	known	you	for	several	years	and	who	is	credible	in	the	eyes	of	the	court.If	you	want	your	character	reference	letter	to	address	substance	abuse	or	a	similar	issue,
you	might	ask	your	sponsor	or	therapist.	Just	make	sure	they	have	observed	you	interacting	with	your	child.If	you	have	a	lawyer,	they'll	give	you	guidance	on	whom	you	should	ask	and	what	issues	the	letter	should	address.	They	may	advise	you	to	get	letters	from	more	than	one	person.	Tips	when	asking	someone	to	write	a	character	reference
letterWhen	asking	someone	to	write	a	character	reference	letter	for	you:	Give	them	plenty	of	notice.	Provide	them	with	your	court's	requirements	(e.g.,	format,	page	length,	if	the	letter	needs	to	be	sealed	in	an	envelope).	Make	sure	they	understand	that	the	letter	will	be	used	as	evidence	in	your	case	and	become	part	of	the	official	court	record.	Give
them	background	information	about	your	case	and	explain	that	judges	make	custody	decisions	based	on	the	best	interests	of	the	child.	Share	this	article	with	them,	along	with	its	downloadable	example	and	template.	How	to	write	a	character	reference	letter	to	a	judge	regarding	custodyIf	you've	been	asked	to	write	a	character	reference	letter	to	a
judge	in	a	custody	case,	be	sure	you're	clear	on	the	court's	requirements	and	exactly	what	your	letter	needs	to	include.Character	reference	letters	are	usually	a	page	long	(two	pages	max).As	you	prepare	to	write,	brainstorm	what	you	know	about	the	parent	and	make	a	list	of	information	and	examples	you	want	to	include.	Create	an	outline	to	organize
your	ideas.After	writing	a	draft,	make	sure	you	followed	your	outline	and	the	organization	flows	logically.	Use	spell-	and	grammar-checking	tools,	and	proofread	carefully.Remember	that	writing	a	character	reference	makes	you	a	witness	in	the	case,	so	take	your	role	and	the	letter	seriously.	How	to	format	a	character	reference	letterA	typical
character	reference	letter	has	the	following	organization.Heading	and	salutation:	Use	business-letter	formatting	and	include	information	required	by	the	court,	such	as	the	case	number.	The	proper	form	of	address	for	a	judge	is	"To	the	honorable	Judge,"	followed	by	their	last	name.Introduction	(1	paragraph):	State	the	name	of	the	parent	on	whose
behalf	you're	writing,	explain	how	you	know	them	and	for	how	long.	Clearly	state	your	overall	assessment	of	the	parent's	character	and	parenting,	and	finish	the	introduction	with	a	statement	in	support	of	the	parent's	custody	requests.Supporting	facts	and	examples	(23	paragraphs):	Give	more	details	about	how	you	know	the	parent,	your	assessment
of	their	character	and	their	relationship	with	their	child.Share	examples	that	demonstrate	how	the	parent	cares	for	their	child	and	supports	their	best	interests.	Highlight	the	parent's	strengths,	and	show	how	they	play	an	active	role	in	their	child's	upbringing	and	overall	well-being.	Be	specific,	and	focus	on	the	parentchild	relationship.Conclusion	(1
paragraph):	Clearly	restate	your	support	of	the	parent's	custody	requests.	Reiterate	their	strengths	and	commitment	to	supporting	their	child's	best	interests.Closing	&	signature:	Thank	the	judge	for	their	time	and	consideration.	Sign	as	you	would	a	business	letter.	You	typically	don't	need	to	have	your	letter	notarized.Keep	in	mind	that	some	courts
or	judges	prefer	confidential	letters	with	the	writer's	signature	across	the	envelope	seal	(proving	that	it	hasn't	been	opened).	Ask	the	parent	for	whom	you're	writing	the	letter	if	this	is	necessary.	Downloadable	example	and	templateBelow,	find	a	sample	character	reference	letter	and	a	character	reference	letter	template	that	you	can	customize.	Keep
in	mind	that	court	requirements	and	preferences	vary.	Character	reference	letter	sample	Character	reference	letter	template	The	tools	you	need	for	custody	courtThe	Custody	X	Change	app	has	many	tools	to	help	with	your	child	custody	case.You	can	customize	this	to	fit	your	situation	with	Custody	X	Change.	Navigating	the	complex	world	of	child
custody	can	be	an	emotional	and	daunting	task	for	any	parent.	Whether	you	are	a	mother	or	father,	understanding	how	to	effectively	communicate	your	intentions	and	character	through	written	correspondence	can	significantly	impact	your	custody	case.	In	this	article,	we	provide	comprehensive	guidance	and	sample	letters	to	assist	you	in	crafting



your	own	custody	letters.Understanding	Custody	LettersCustody	letters	are	crucial	documents	in	the	legal	process	of	determining	child	custody	arrangements.	They	serve	as	personal	testimonials	that	can	provide	insight	into	your	character	and	your	relationship	with	your	child.	Whether	addressed	to	a	judge,	a	mediator,	or	a	family	court,	these	letters
can	influence	the	outcome	of	custody	decisions.What	to	Include	in	a	Custody	LetterA	well-constructed	custody	letter	should	include	the	following	elements:Introduction:	Clearly	state	the	purpose	of	the	letter.Your	Relationship	with	the	Child:	Describe	your	involvement	in	your	childs	life.Your	Character	and	Parenting	Style:	Highlight	qualities	that
make	you	a	good	parent.Reasons	for	Seeking	Custody:	Explain	why	the	custody	arrangement	you	propose	is	in	the	childs	best	interest.Conclusion:	Summarize	your	points	and	express	your	hope	for	a	positive	resolution.Sample	Letters	for	CustodyBelow	are	sample	letters	that	can	serve	as	a	reference	for	parents	seeking	custody.	These	examples	are
intended	to	provide	a	framework	and	should	be	personalized	to	reflect	your	individual	circumstances.Sample	Letter	from	a	MotherSubject:	Request	for	Custody	of	Childs	NameDear	Judge	Last	Name,I	am	writing	to	you	regarding	the	custody	of	my	beloved	child,	Childs	Name.	As	a	devoted	mother,	I	believe	it	is	in	the	best	interest	of	Childs	Name	to
remain	in	my	care.Since	birth,	I	have	been	deeply	involved	in	every	aspect	of	Childs	Names	life.	From	nurturing	a	safe	and	loving	home	to	ensuring	that	he/she	receives	the	best	education	and	healthcare,	my	priority	has	always	been	his/her	well-being.I	am	a	responsible,	loving,	and	attentive	mother	who	values	open	communication	and	a	nurturing
environment.	I	consistently	encourage	Childs	Name	to	pursue	his/her	interests	and	participate	actively	in	his/her	education.I	am	seeking	primary	custody	of	Childs	Name	to	provide	a	stable	home	where	he/she	can	thrive.	I	am	confident	in	my	ability	to	meet	all	of	his/her	needs	and	nurture	his/her	growth	in	a	positive	environment.Thank	you	for
considering	my	request.	I	am	hopeful	for	a	resolution	that	benefits	Childs	Names	future.Sincerely,Your	Full	NameSample	Letter	from	a	FatherSubject:	Custody	Request	for	Childs	NameDear	Judge	Last	Name,I	am	writing	to	express	my	sincere	intention	to	secure	custody	of	my	child,	Childs	Name.	As	a	dedicated	father,	I	am	committed	to	providing	a
supportive	and	loving	environment	for	him/her.Throughout	Childs	Names	life,	I	have	been	actively	involved	in	his/her	upbringing.	From	attending	school	events	to	weekend	activities,	my	bond	with	Childs	Name	is	one	of	mutual	respect	and	affection.As	a	father,	I	strive	to	instill	values	of	responsibility,	empathy,	and	integrity	in	Childs	Name.	I	am
committed	to	his/her	academic	and	personal	development	and	ensure	that	he/she	receives	the	necessary	support	to	achieve	his/her	goals.The	reason	for	my	custody	request	is	to	provide	Childs	Name	with	stability	and	continuity	in	his/her	daily	life.	I	am	confident	that	my	home	environment	is	conducive	to	his/her	growth	and	happiness.I	appreciate
your	consideration	of	my	request	and	trust	that	the	decision	will	reflect	the	best	interest	of	Childs	Name.Warm	regards,Your	Full	NameCharacter	Reference	for	CustodyIn	addition	to	personal	custody	letters,	having	character	reference	letters	from	family	or	friends	can	further	support	your	case.	These	letters	offer	an	external	perspective	on	your
parenting	abilities	and	character.Sample	Character	Letter	for	a	Good	MotherTo	Whom	It	May	Concern,I	am	writing	to	wholeheartedly	support	Mothers	Name	in	her	custody	case	for	Childs	Name.	Having	known	Mothers	Name	for	number	years,	I	can	attest	to	her	exemplary	qualities	as	a	mother.Mothers	Name	is	deeply	committed	to	Childs	Names
well-being.	She	consistently	provides	a	nurturing	and	secure	environment	that	promotes	his/her	happiness	and	development.	Her	involvement	in	Childs	Names	education	and	extracurricular	activities	is	commendable.As	a	friend/family	member,	I	have	witnessed	Mothers	Names	ability	to	handle	parenting	challenges	with	grace	and	patience.	Her	home
is	a	place	of	love	and	learning,	where	Childs	Name	is	encouraged	to	explore	and	grow.I	have	no	doubt	that	Mothers	Name	will	continue	to	be	a	devoted	and	caring	mother,	and	I	fully	support	her	in	obtaining	custody	of	Childs	Name.Sincerely,Friend/Family	Members	Full	NameConclusionCustody	letters	can	be	pivotal	in	shaping	the	outcome	of	a
custody	case.	By	clearly	articulating	your	love,	involvement,	and	intentions	for	your	childs	future,	these	letters	can	make	a	compelling	case	for	your	custody	request.	Remember	to	personalize	the	samples	provided	and	ensure	that	your	letter	reflects	your	unique	relationship	with	your	child.	With	thoughtful	preparation	and	sincerity,	you	can	present	a
strong	case	for	custody.	From	court	hearings	to	internal	family	disputes,	child	custody	cases	are	trying	battles	in	many	ways.	And	while	each	familys	situation	is	different,	parents	in	child	custody	cases	have	one	job	to	convince	a	judge	that	being	in	their	childs	life	is	in	the	best	interest	of	their	son	or	daughter.	Aside	from	having	a	stable	job,	a	home
and	a	healthy	relationship	with	the	child,	one	of	the	most	effective	ways	to	prove	fitness	as	a	parent	is	with	a	character	reference	for	child	custody.What	is	a	Character	Reference	for	Child	Custody?Just	like	a	reference	letter	for	a	job,	a	character	reference	for	child	custody	speaks	on	behalf	of	a	parent	explaining	why	he	or	she	should	have	custody	of
his/her	child.	These	letters	give	a	judge	a	more	personal,	in-depth	look	at	how	involved	the	parent	has	been,	as	well	as	how	the	parent	has	positively	impacted	the	child.	Essentially,	a	character	reference	for	child	custody	argues	for	the	parent	to	be	a	part	of	the	childs	life.Who	Should	Write	a	Character	Reference	for	Child	Custody?Typically,	the	parent
seeking	custody	should	ask	close	friends	and	family	to	write	character	references.	This	is	because	they	have	the	most	credibility,	being	the	ones	to	witness	first-hand	the	relationship	between	the	parent	and	child,	as	well	as	how	the	parent	has	handled	the	challenges	of	co-parenting	thus	far.Other	people	that	may	have	enough	insight	on	the	parent-
child	relationship	are	neighbors	and	co-workers	who	have	known	the	family	for	some	time.	However,	just	because	a	parent	asks	someone	to	write	a	character	reference	for	child	custody	does	not	necessarily	mean	that	the	person	should	agree.	One	should	only	write	a	letter	if	he/she	genuinely	believes	that	the	parent	requesting	is	a	positive	addition	to
the	childs	life.The	parent	seeking	custody	may	want	to	ask	a	few	individuals	to	write	a	reference	letter.	Later,	the	parents	attorney	may	decide	which	one	to	submit	or	may	choose	to	submit	several.Where	to	Begin	When	Writing	a	Character	Reference	for	Child	CustodyDoing	some	brainstorming	before	writing	the	letter	usually	makes	the	process
much	easier.	Begin	by	considering	examples	of	behavior	between	the	parent	and	child	that	you	have	witnessed.	You	do	not	have	to	describe	each	example	in	the	letter,	but	each	instance	may	help	you	to	distill	the	relationship	between	parent	and	child.	For	example,	looking	at	your	list	you	might	conclude	that	the	relationship	is	warm,	loving,	and
stable.This	will	also	help	you	develop	a	sense	of	authenticity	as	you	are	writing	the	letter.	A	character	reference	for	child	custody	does	not	need	to	be	written	in	a	formal,	business	tone.	Remember	to	keep	the	tone	of	the	letter	friendly	and	conversational.	Dont	feel	the	need	to	use	legal	terms.	It	should	be	written	in	your	own	voice,	which	will	depict	a
level	of	honesty	and	care	you	have	for	the	parent	you	are	writing	about.Writing	a	Character	Reference	for	Child	Custody	The	Proper	Format	and	MessageIt	also	isnt	necessary	to	write	an	overly	long	letter.	One	page	typically	will	suffice.	Begin	the	first	paragraph	by:Introducing	yourselfMentioning	your	relationship	to	the	parentIn	the	next	one	to	two
paragraphs,	describe	two	or	three	of	the	items	from	your	brainstorming	list.	You	dont	necessarily	have	to	include	events	where	the	parent	proved	their	devotion	under	extraordinary	circumstances.	Judges	are	frequently	more	interested	in	the	childs	day-to-day	welfare.	You	might	also	include	something	about:Getting	the	child	to	school	on
timeProviding	nutritious	mealsHaving	a	loving	and	affectionate	relationshipAs	a	final	paragraph,	sum	up	why	you	think	the	parent	is	the	best	candidate	for	receiving	custody.	Provide	your	contact	information	if	you	have	not	included	it	elsewhere.What	to	Leave	Out	of	a	Character	Reference	for	Child	CustodyKeep	in	mind	that	the	character	reference
for	child	custody	is	intended	to	recommend	why	a	particular	parent	is	the	right	individual	to	care	for	a	child.	Accordingly,	the	character	reference	letter	is	not	the	place	to	bash	the	other	parent	or	point	out	where	the	other	parent	may	have	failed	in	their	responsibility.	Maintain	a	focus	on	the	good	parenting	skills	shown	by	the	other	parent.	To	learn
more	about	child	custody,	take	a	look	at	How	to	Prove	a	Parent	Unfit	for	Child	Custody.	
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