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A	LEED	AP	credential	distinguishes	those	with	advanced	knowledge	in	green	building,	plus	expertise	in	a	particular	LEED	rating	system.	Previous	experience	working	on	a	LEED-registered	project	is	strongly	recommended.	Register	for	an	exam	Southwest	Library	|	LEED	Platinum	|	Photo:	©James	Steinkamp	Photography	The	LEED	AP	exams
measure	knowledge	about	green	building,	a	specific	LEED	rating	system	and	the	certification	process.	The	exam	is	ideal	for	individuals	who	are	actively	working	on	green	building	and	LEED	projects.	Prep:	Review	our	study	materials	and	access	exam	prep	resources.	Exam:	The	combined	exam	includes	the	LEED	Green	Associate	and	LEED	AP	with
specialty	exams.	Current	LEED	Green	Associates	can	take	the	specialty-only	portion.	You	have	the	option	to	take	the	exam	at	a	Prometric	Testing	Center	or	from	home	as	a	remote	proctored	online	exam.	Review	exam	details.		Maintain:	LEED	APs	must	earn	30	continuing	education	hours	within	two	years	of	passing	their	exam.	Access	CMP
information.	The	LEED	Certification	Exams,	administered	by	the	U.S.	Green	Building	Council	(USGBC),	are	globally	recognized	credentials	that	demonstrate	expertise	in	green	building	practices.	LEED	certifications	are	valuable	for	professionals	in	architecture,	engineering,	and	construction	who	seek	to	advance	in	sustainable	design	and
environmental	stewardship.	2.	Why	Take	the	LEED	Certification	Exams?	LEED	credentials	open	doors	to	roles	focused	on	sustainability,	environmental	impact,	and	energy	efficiency.	Professionals	with	LEED	certification	are	often	sought	after	for	projects	emphasizing	green	design,	resource	conservation,	and	sustainable	building	practices.	LEED
accreditation	can	also	increase	job	opportunities,	earning	potential,	and	professional	credibility.	3.	Exam	Overview	Format:	LEED	exams	are	typically	computer-based,	consisting	of	100	multiple-choice	questions,	with	a	2-hour	time	limit.	Types	of	LEED	Certifications:	There	are	several	LEED	credentials,	including:	LEED	Green	Associate:	General
knowledge	of	green	building	principles.	LEED	AP	with	Specialty:	Advanced	knowledge	in	a	specific	area,	such	as	Building	Design	+	Construction	(BD+C),	Operations	+	Maintenance	(O+M),	Interior	Design	+	Construction	(ID+C),	Neighborhood	Development	(ND),	and	Homes.	LEED	Fellow:	Recognizes	exceptional	professionals	with	significant
contributions	to	green	building.	Scoring	and	Passing	Requirements:	A	minimum	score	of	170	(on	a	scale	of	125–200)	is	required	to	pass	each	LEED	exam.	4.	Eligibility	Requirements	While	there	are	no	formal	prerequisites	for	the	LEED	Green	Associate	exam,	candidates	for	the	LEED	AP	exam	often	benefit	from	professional	experience	in	a	relevant
field.	The	LEED	AP	exam	requires	prior	passing	of	the	LEED	Green	Associate	exam.	Check	the	USGBC	website	for	more	information	on	eligibility	requirements.	5.	Exam	Dates	and	Locations	LEED	exams	are	offered	year-round	and	can	be	taken	online	or	at	designated	Prometric	testing	centers	worldwide.	Registration	and	scheduling	are	managed
through	the	USGBC	and	Prometric	websites.	6.	Recommended	LEED	Certification	Exam	Prep	Courses	Choosing	the	right	prep	course	is	essential	for	understanding	the	principles	of	sustainable	design	and	green	building	practices	covered	on	the	LEED	exams.	Here	are	our	top	course	recommendations,	tailored	to	various	needs.	COMING	SOON	7.
Common	Questions	and	FAQs	Q:	How	long	should	I	study	for	the	LEED	Certification	Exams?	A:	Most	candidates	study	for	1–3	months	for	the	LEED	Green	Associate	exam	and	3–6	months	for	LEED	AP	with	specialty	exams,	depending	on	prior	knowledge	and	experience.	Q:	Can	I	retake	the	LEED	Certification	Exam	if	I	don’t	pass?	A:	Yes,	candidates
are	allowed	to	retake	LEED	exams,	though	fees	apply	for	each	retake.	Check	with	USGBC	for	retake	policies	and	associated	costs.	Q:	Are	calculators	allowed	on	the	LEED	Exam?	A:	Calculators	are	typically	not	necessary	for	the	LEED	exams,	as	questions	focus	more	on	principles	and	concepts	rather	than	complex	calculations.	8.	Next	Steps	After
Passing	the	LEED	Certification	Exam	Passing	the	LEED	Certification	Exam	qualifies	you	as	a	credentialed	professional	in	green	building	practices,	enhancing	your	qualifications	for	roles	in	sustainable	design,	architecture,	and	environmental	consulting.	LEED	certification	is	a	significant	career	asset	in	industries	focused	on	green	initiatives	and
resource	conservation.	9.	Additional	Resources	USGBC	LEED	Certification	Exam	Page:	Link	to	USGBC	Green	Building	Communities:	Join	forums	and	LinkedIn	groups	related	to	green	building	and	sustainability	to	connect	with	other	LEED	candidates	and	certified	professionals	for	tips	and	insights.	Once	you’ve	demonstrated	your	knowledge	of	green
building	practices	by	becoming	a	LEED	Green	Associate	(GA)	the	next	step	is	to	become	a	LEED	Accredited	Professional,	or	“LEED	AP”.		This	prestigious	USGBC	credential	confirms	your	practical	knowledge	in	a	specific	area	of	focus	and	dedication	to	the	green	building	movement	to	current	and	future	employers,	clients	and	colleagues.		Remember,
LEED	certifications	are	awarded	to	buildings	and	credentials	are	earned	by	people.	How	Do	I	Become	a	LEED	Accredited	Professional?	Like	the	LEED	Green	Associate,	LEED	Accredited	Professionals	pass	a	100-question	exam	administered	by	the	Green	Business	Certification	Inc.	(GBCI)	to	earn	their	credential.	Then,	LEED	Accredited	Professionals
are	required	to	maintain	their	credentials	by	earning	continuing	education	over	two-year	credentialing	periods.	Who	Benefits	from	Becoming	a	LEED	AP?	LEED	AP	credentials	are	most	valuable	to	professionals	who	directly	interact	with	the	design,	construction	or	operation	of	buildings	as	part	of	their	regular	job	function.		Although	not	restrictive,
these	tend	to	be	individuals	in	the	following	positions:	Architects	Engineers	(MEP,	Civil,	Electrical,	Building,	HVAC,	etc.)	Contractors	Interior	Designers	Project	Managers	Commissioning	Agents	LEED	consultants,	Environmental	Advisers	&	Sustainability	Consultants	Construction	Managers	Property	Managers	Owners	Building	Operators	Anyone	else
that	works	in	Commercial	Real	Estate	What	Are	the	Different	Specialty	Credentials?	Since	LEED	2009	(LEED	v3),	Accredited	Professionals	have	designated	specialties.		Many	architects	and	engineers	will	acquire	one	or	two	specialty	credentials	related	to	their	core	job	function	while	LEED	consultants	tend	to	acquire	a	wide	array	of	credentials	given
the	span	of	their	roles.		There	is	no	limit	to	the	number	of	credentials	a	single	individual	may	have.	Becoming	a	LEED	AP	with	specialty	requires	the	LEED	Green	Associate	credential.	You	can	take	both	exams	back	to	back	in	one	day.	However,	most	people	will	study	for	one	at	a	time	because	the	knowledge	base	is	extensive	for	a	LEED	AP.	For
example,	the	LEED	AP	BD+C	credential	indicates	that	you	know	how	to	lead	a	design	and	construction	project	team	to	LEED	NC	certification.	The	LEED	AP	O+M	credential	demonstrates	that	you	can	successfully	lead	an	operations	team	to	LEED	EB	certification.	More	about	each	credential	in	detail:	LEED	AP	BD+C		Suits	professionals	actively
working	in	the	design	and	construction	phases	of	green	buildings.	Perfect	for	Architects,	Engineers,	Construction	Superintendents,	HVAC	designers	and	installers,	and	specialty	consultants.	BD+C	stands	for	Building	Design	and	Construction	(new	construction	and	major	renovation)	LEED	AP	ID+C		Serves	participants	in	the	design,	construction	and
improvement	of	commercial	interiors	and	tenant	spaces	like	interior	designers,	lighting	and	furniture	designers,	HVAC	technicians,	and	leasing	managers	supporting	new	tenant	move-in.	ID+C	stands	for	Interior	Design	and	Construction	(commercial	interiors)	LEED	AP	O+M	Distinguishes	professionals	implementing	sustainable	practices	to	improve
performance	and	efficiency	while	reducing	environmental	impact	in	existing	buildings.	Ideal	for	asset	managers,	property	managers,	facility	managers,	service	vendors,	and	specialty	consultants.	O+M	stands	for	Operations	and	Maintenance	(existing	buildings)	LEED	AP	ND	Applies	to	individuals	participating	in	the	planning,	design	and	development
of	walkable,	neighborhoods	and	communities.	Design,	finance,	civic,	and	policy	influencers	will	benefit	from	this	credential.	ND	stands	for	Neighborhood	Development	LEED	AP	Homes	Suited	for	those	involved	in	the	design	and	construction	of	healthy,	durable	homes	that	use	fewer	resources	and	produce	less	waste.	HOMES	stands	for	Homes
(residential)	How	Difficult	is	a	LEED	Specialty	Exam?	Compared	to	the	Green	Associate	exam,	the	LEED	AP	exam	focuses	less	on	high-level	knowledge	of	sustainable	building	concepts	and	more	on	the	practical	application	of	those	concepts.		Because	there	are	multiple	AP	credentials,	the	tests	are	focused	around	the	specialty	rating	system	of	your
choosing.		LEED	AP	exams	are	considerably	more	technical	in	nature	and,	as	a	result,	are	more	difficult	that	the	Green	Associate	exam.	How	Long	Does	the	Credential	Last?	Just	like	your	LEED	Green	Associate,	LEED	AP	credentials	last	indefinitely	as	long	as	they	are	maintained	with	continuing	education	every	two	years.		Unlike	LEED	GA,	however,
30	hours	of	continuing	education	are	required	vs.	15.		Note	if	a	Green	Associate	continues	to	the	next	level	and	becomes	a	LEED	AP	within	their	two-year	credentialing	period,	the	Green	Associate	credential	is	extended	and	due	for	renewal	at	the	same	time	as	the	new	LEED	AP	credential.		GBES	makes	continuing	education	easy	and	saves	you	time
with	features	like	automatic	reporting	to	the	USGBC/GBCI	and	AIA.		Our	GBES	UNLIMITED	solution	is	an	affordable	way	to	never	worry	about	CE	hours	for	any	of	your	sustainable	building	credentials.	Check	out	our	Most	Popular	Study	Tools	(trusted	by	over	150,000	professionals)	GBES	has	proven	exam	prep	material	for	every	LEED	AP	Specialty
with	95%	of	our	students	passing	on	their	first	attempt.		Select	a	study	tool	that	meets	your	budget	and	learning	style	below.		All	GBES	products	are	developed	by	LEED	professionals	with	numerous	credentials	and	have	a	100%	money-back	guarantee.	Showcase	your	knowledge,	experience	and	credibility	in	the	green	building	marketplace	as	a	LEED
professional.	Whitman	Walker	Health	|	LEED	|	Photo:	©Eric	Laignel	Photography	LEED	Green	Associate	Fees:	$250	($100	for	students,	$200	for	USGBC	members)	Prerequisites/eligibility	requirements:	None	Format:	100	multiple-choice	questions	Language:	Translation	aids	are	available	in	Arabic,	Brazilian	Portuguese,	Chinese,	French,	German,
Japanese,	Korean	and	Spanish.	Scoring:	A	passing	score	of	170	out	of	200.	Rescheduling	and	cancellations:	Permitted	up	to	3	days	prior	to	exam.	Some	fees	may	apply.	LEED	AP	with	specialty	Fees:	Combined	exam:	$550	($400	for	USGBC	members)	/	Specialty	only:	$350	($250	for	USGBC	members)	Prerequisites/eligibility	requirements:	Must	hold	a
current	LEED	Green	Associate	credential	and	be	18	years	of	age	or	older.	Experience	working	on	LEED-registered	projects	is	strongly	recommended.	Format:	Combined	exam:	100	multiple-choice	questions	per	section	/	Specialty	only:	100	multiple-choice	questions	Language:	Translation	aids	are	available	in	Arabic,	Brazilian	Portuguese,	Chinese,
French	and	Spanish	for	the	BD+C	and	O+M	exams.	Scoring:	A	passing	score	of	170	out	of	200.	Rescheduling	and	cancellations:	Permitted	up	to	3	days	prior	to	exam.	Some	fees	may	apply.	Choose	an	exam	to	prepare	for	The	LEED	AP	BD+C	credential	suits	professionals	with	expertise	in	the	design	and	construction	phases	of	green	buildings,	serving
the	commercial,	residential,	education	and	healthcare	sectors.	Access	the	candidate	handbook	for	exam	policies	and	procedures	The	exam	is	based	on	the	following	text	specifications	and	references.	The	exam	questions	reflect	Task	Domains	and	Knowledge	Domains.	Task	Domains	and	Knowledge	Domains	Task	Domains	reflect	the	tasks	necessary	to
perform	LEED	safely	and	effectively.	These	include	concepts	such	as	LEED	Project	and	Team	Coordination,	LEED	Certification	Process,	Analyses	Required	for	LEED	Credits,	and	Advocacy	and	Education	for	Adoption	for	LEED	Rating	System.	LEED	Project	and	Team	Coordination	(22%)	LEED	Certification	Process	(32%)	Analyses	Required	for	LEED
Credits	(32%)	Advocacy	and	Education	for	Adoption	for	LEED	Rating	System	(14%)	Knowledge	Domains	reflect	the	rating	systems’	credit	categories	and	what	one	needs	to	know.	These	include	concepts	such	as	LEED	Process,	Integrative	Strategies,	LEED	credit	categories,	and	Project	Surroundings	and	Public	Outreach.	LEED	Process	(8	questions)
Integrative	Strategies	(9	questions)	Location	and	Transportation	(9	questions)	Sustainable	Sites	(9	questions)	Water	Efficiency	(9	questions)	Energy	and	Atmosphere	(14	questions)	Materials	and	Resources	(12	questions)	Indoor	Environmental	Quality	(11	questions)	Project	Surroundings	and	Public	Outreach	(4	questions)	References	The	primary
sources	for	the	development	of	the	LEED	professional	exams	are	the	LEED	rating	systems.	The	following	list	of	references	is	not	meant	to	be	comprehensive.	When	combined	with	the	test	specifications,	the	candidate	has	the	material	from	which	the	exam	is	based.	This	exam	is	designed	to	test	the	knowledge	and	skills	necessary	to	participate	in	the
design	process,	to	support	and	encourage	integrated	design,	and	to	streamline	the	application	and	certification	process.	Please	note:	LEED	professional	exams	are	updated	each	year.	Exams	go	through	a	maintenance	process	in	which	the	questions	are	evaluated	based	on	performance;	poorly	performing	questions	are	removed	and	replaced	with	new
questions.	Additionally,	questions	are	reviewed	against	updates	to	the	LEED	v4	addenda	that	are	published	through	January	Q1	of	the	same	year	to	ensure	that	all	questions	remain	current	and	valid.	For	a	one-week	period	each	year,	exams	are	not	offered	to	accommodate	the	deployment	of	updated	exams.	Sample	Questions	These	sample	questions
were	discarded	in	the	process	of	creating	items	for	the	new	LEED	AP	Building	Design	+	Construction	exam.	The	items	are	provided	for	your	convenience	to	allow	you	to	better	familiarize	yourself	with	the	format	and	general	content	of	items	on	the	exam.	Correct	answers	are	marked	with	an	asterisk.	The	city	is	building	a	new	botanical	garden	and	is
attempting	LEED	certification.	What	could	the	educational	program	include	to	earn	an	Innovation	in	Design	Credit?	Present	the	building’s	sustainable	features	at	the	grand	opening	Present	the	building’s	sustainable	features	at	a	town	hall	meeting	Provide	on-going	weekly	tours	highlighting	the	building’s	sustainable	features*	Publish	a	press	release
to	the	local	newspaper	outlining	the	building’s	sustainable	features	How	should	athletic	fields	be	treated	in	the	calculations	for	WE	Credit,	Outdoor	Water	Use	Reduction?	Must	be	calculated	using	100%	potable	water	May	be	included	or	excluded	from	the	calculations*	May	be	calculated	using	a	standard	20%	reduction	from	baseline	Must	be
calculated	using	at	least	20%	from	an	alternative	water	source	Study	materials	The	USGBC	course	catalog	offers	online	courses,	practice	tests	and	study	plans.	The	LEED	AP	ID+C	credential	serves	participants	in	the	design,	construction	and	improvement	of	commercial	interiors	and	tenant	spaces	that	offer	a	healthy,	sustainable	and	productive	work
environment.	Access	the	candidate	handbook	for	exam	policies	and	procedures	Task	Domains	and	Knowledge	Domains	The	exam	is	based	on	the	following	text	specifications	and	references.	The	exam	questions	reflect	Task	Domains	and	Knowledge	Domains.	Task	Domains	reflect	the	tasks	necessary	to	perform	LEED	safely	and	effectively.These
include	concepts	such	as	LEED	Project	and	Team	Coordination,	LEED	Certification	Process,	Analyses	Required	for	LEED	Credits,	and	Advocacy	and	Education	for	Adoption	for	LEED	Rating	System.	LEED	Project	and	Team	Coordination	(25%)	LEED	Certification	Process	(25%)	Analyses	Required	for	LEED	Credits	(35%)	Advocacy	and	Education	for
Adoption	for	LEED	Rating	System	(15%)	Knowledge	Domains	reflect	the	rating	systems’	credit	categories	and	what	one	needs	to	know.These	include	concepts	such	as	LEED	Process,	Integrative	Strategies,	LEED	credit	categories,	and	Project	Surroundings	and	Public	Outreach.	LEED	Process	(11	questions)	Integrative	Strategies	(8	questions)
Location	and	Transportation	(8	questions)	Water	Efficiency	(10	questions)	Energy	and	Atmosphere	(15	questions)	Materials	and	Resources	(17	questions)	Indoor	Environmental	Quality	(16	questions)	References	The	primary	sources	for	the	development	of	the	LEED	Professional	Exams	are	the	LEED	Rating	Systems.	The	following	list	of	references	is
not	meant	to	be	comprehensive.	When	combined	with	the	test	specifications,	the	candidate	has	the	material	from	which	the	exam	is	based.	This	exam	is	designed	to	test	the	knowledge	and	skills	necessary	to	participate	in	the	design	process,	to	support	and	encourage	integrated	design,	and	to	streamline	the	application	and	certification	process.
Please	note:	LEED	professional	exams	are	updated	each	year.	Exams	go	through	a	maintenance	process	in	which	the	questions	are	evaluated	based	on	performance;	poorly	performing	questions	are	removed	and	replaced	with	new	questions.	Additionally,	questions	are	reviewed	against	updates	to	the	LEED	v4	addenda	that	are	published	through
January	Q1	of	the	same	year	to	ensure	that	all	questions	remain	current	and	valid.	For	a	one-week	period	each	year,	exams	are	not	offered	to	accommodate	the	deployment	of	updated	exams.	Sample	Questions	These	sample	questions	were	discarded	in	the	process	of	creating	items	for	the	new	LEED	Green	Associate	exam.	The	items	are	provided	for
your	convenience	to	allow	you	to	better	familiarize	yourself	with	the	format	and	general	content	of	items	on	the	exam.	Correct	answers	are	marked	with	an	asterisk*.	The	city	is	building	a	new	botanical	garden	and	is	attempting	LEED	certification.	What	could	the	educational	program	include	to	earn	an	Innovation	in	Design	Credit?	Present	the
building’s	sustainable	features	at	the	grand	opening	Present	the	building’s	sustainable	features	at	a	town	hall	meeting	Provide	on-going	weekly	tours	highlighting	the	building’s	sustainable	features*	Publish	a	press	release	to	the	local	newspaper	outlining	the	building’s	sustainable	features	How	should	athletic	fields	be	treated	in	the	calculations	for
WE	Credit,	Outdoor	Water	Use	Reduction?	Must	be	calculated	using	100%	potable	water	May	be	included	or	excluded	from	the	calculations*	May	be	calculated	using	a	standard	20%	reduction	from	baseline	Must	be	calculated	using	at	least	20%	from	an	alternative	water	source	Study	materials	The	USGBC	course	catalog	offers	online	courses,
practice	tests	and	study	plans.	The	LEED	AP	Homes	exam	tests	the	knowledge	and	skills	necessary	to	participate	in	the	design	process,	support	and	encourage	integrated	design	and	streamline	the	application	and	certification	process.	Access	the	candidate	handbook	for	exam	policies	and	procedures	Test	specifications	The	exam	is	based	on	the
following	text	specifications	and	references.		References	The	primary	sources	for	the	development	of	the	LEED	professional	exams	are	the	LEED	rating	systems.	The	following	list	of	references	is	not	meant	to	be	comprehensive.	When	combined	with	the	test	specifications,	the	candidate	has	the	material	from	which	the	exam	is	based.	Sample	questions
These	sample	questions	were	discarded	during	the	exam	creation	process,	and	they	are	provided	to	allow	you	to	better	familiarize	yourself	with	the	format	and	general	content	of	items	on	the	exam.	The	ability	to	answer	these	questions	does	not	predict	or	guarantee	your	ability	to	successfully	answer	questions	on	the	actual	exam.	Correct	answers	are
marked	with	an	asterisk.	The	city	is	building	a	new	botanical	garden	and	is	attempting	LEED	certification.	What	could	the	educational	program	include	to	earn	an	Innovation	in	Design	Credit?	Present	the	building’s	sustainable	features	at	the	grand	opening	Present	the	building’s	sustainable	features	at	a	town	hall	meeting	Provide	ongoing	weekly
tours	highlighting	the	building’s	sustainable	features*	Publish	a	press	release	to	the	local	newspaper	outlining	the	building’s	sustainable	features	How	should	athletic	fields	be	treated	in	the	calculations	for	WE	Credit,	Outdoor	Water	Use	Reduction?	Must	be	calculated	using	100%	potable	water	May	be	included	or	excluded	from	the	calculations*	May
be	calculated	using	a	standard	20%	reduction	from	baseline	Must	be	calculated	using	at	least	20%	from	an	alternative	water	source	Study	materials	The	USGBC	course	catalog	offers	online	courses,	practice	tests	and	study	plans.	LEED	AP	Homes	exam:	Four	week	study	plan	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you
with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper
functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	This	past	week	I	took	the	LEED	AP	BD+C	exam	and	passed	on	my	first	try.	I	would	like	to	share	with	you	my	study	habits	that	worked	for	me,	and	what	didn’t	work	so	you	too	can	achieve	success	and	pass	your	first	time	too.	So	let	me	start	by
saying	that	I	only	studied	4.5	days	total,	and	of	those	days	I	put	in	less	than	25	hours.	It	is	recommended	that	a	total	of	40-60	hours	over	1-2	months	for	individuals	is	what	is	needed	to	pass	the	exam,	but	I	feel	that	is	completely	unnecessary.	Here	are	my	tips	to	pass	the	LEED	AP	BD+C	exam	in	under	1	week:	RESOURCES:	I	only	bought	2	books	to
study	from,	both	by	the	same	author	and	nothing	else.	The	books	were	by	Gang	Chen,	LEED	v4	BD&C	Exam	Guide,	and	LEED	v4	BD&C	Mock	Exam.	Besides	these	two	books	I	downloaded	the	LEED	AP	BD+C	Candidate	Handbook	from	the	USGBC	website,	and	I	printed	off	a	list	of	acronyms	and	glossary	of	terms	from	studio4llc.com.	READ:	To	start	I
read	the	LEED	v4	BD&C	Exam	Guide	3x	times	as	the	book	recommends.	The	first	time	for	initial	review,	second	to	familiarize	yourself	with	the	facts	and	knowledge	and	the	third	time	to	memorize	the	information.	The	book	does	an	amazing	job	emphasizing	and	underlining/bolding	the	important	information	that	was	actually	on	my	exam.	In	addition
to	this	I	tabbed	my	book	and	highlighted	my	own	information	that	I	thought	was	important	because	that	is	how	I	study	personally,	but	you	may	have	your	own	methods.	PRACTICE	PROBLEMS:	Between	these	two	books	there	are	a	combined	240	questions,	and	in	my	opinion,	they	mimic	the	actual	exam	extremely	closely.	While	taking	the	practice
exams	for	the	first	time	I	was	scoring	about	a	50%	on	each	exam,	not	the	best.	After	reading	the	correct	answer	and	understanding	the	reasoning	I	learned	the	material.	I	went	through	each	exam	one	time	in-full,	and	then	for	the	second	and	third	time	I	just	reviewed/skimmed	the	questions	and	answers	to	memorize	the	information.	SHORT	TERM
MEMORY:	This	is	the	reason	why	you	will	pass	this	exam	if	you	attempt	my	technique.	If	you	do	study	for	weeks	or	months	on	end,	by	the	time	the	exam	comes	around	you	will	forget	all	of	the	important	information	that	needs	to	be	memorized.	There	are	very	trivial	acronyms,	numbers,	and	credits	that	need	to	be	known,	and	if	you	spread	your	study
time	out	over	a	long	time	period,	your	ability	to	recall	this	information	will	be	unlikely	and	you	will	probably	fail.	This	technique	is	not	an	all-night	cram	session,	it	is	over	a	week	so	one	has	the	ability	to	utilize	both	short	and	long	term	memory	to	aid	in	their	studying	and	learning	of	the	information.	THINGS	TO	KNOW:	These	books	do	a	very	well	job
of	describing	the	purpose	of	each	credit,	listing	the	related	codes	and	project	phases,	as	well	as	the	synergies	to	the	other	credits.	Synergies	are	an	extremely	important	concept	to	understand	while	studying	for	this	exam,	for	if	you	cannot	see	how	one	credit	is	related	to	another	credit	or	prerequisite	then	the	exam	will	be	very	tough.	Besides	this
these	are	the	items	that	I	memorized:	Each	credit	category	What	each	ASHRAE	standard	is	ex:	52.2,	55,	62.1,	90.1	Acronyms	for	various	codes/regulations	Points	to	achieve	each	level	of	LEED	Design	Process/Project	Phases	Rapidly	renewable	materials	Recyclable	materials	Location	and	Transportation	distances	Refrigerants	order	of	GWP	and	ODP
Flow	rates	of	bathroom/kitchen	With	all	of	this	said,	I	have	no	affiliation	with	Gang	Chen	or	any	other	exam	prep	course,	book,	website	at	all.	I	just	want	to	share	what	was	my	procedure	to	pass	this	exam	in	under	a	week.	Best	of	luck	if	you	choose	to	take	this	exam!	If	you	have	any	questions	please	feel	free	to	contact	me	by	sending	me	a	message
through	my	LinkedIn	profile.	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,	and	measure	the	effectiveness	of
advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Embarking	on	the	journey	to	become	a	LEED	Accredited	Professional	in	Operations	and	Maintenance	(LEED	AP	O+M)	is	a	commendable	step
toward	advancing	your	career	in	sustainable	building	operations.	Achieving	this	credential	not	only	validates	your	expertise	in	green	building	practices	but	also	positions	you	as	a	leader	in	the	field.	To	assist	you	in	this	endeavor,	we've	crafted	a	comprehensive	30-day	study	plan	designed	to	optimize	your	preparation	and	boost	your	confidence	for	the
exam.	The	LEED	AP	O+M	exam	is	a	rigorous	assessment	that	evaluates	your	knowledge	and	skills	in	sustainable	operations	and	maintenance	of	existing	buildings.	A	structured	study	plan	is	essential	to	navigate	the	extensive	content	and	ensure	a	thorough	understanding	of	the	core	concepts.	This	30-day	guide	breaks	down	the	preparation	process
into	manageable	weekly	goals,	providing	a	clear	roadmap	to	success.	Week	1:	Understanding	the	LEED	AP	O+M	Exam	Structure	and	Fundamentals	Day	1-2:	Familiarize	Yourself	with	the	LEED	AP	O+M	Exam	Blueprint	Exam	Overview:	The	LEED	AP	O+M	exam	comprises	100	multiple-choice	questions	to	be	completed	in	120	minutes.	A	passing	score
is	170	out	of	200.	The	exam	fee	is	$550,	with	a	discounted	rate	of	$400	for	USGBC	members.	Content	Areas:	The	exam	covers	the	following	domains:	LEED	Process:	12	Questions	Location	and	Transportation:	5	Questions	Sustainable	Sites:	9	Questions	Water	Efficiency:	13	Questions	Energy	and	Atmosphere:	21	Questions	Materials	and	Resources:	10
Questions	Indoor	Environmental	Quality:	15	Questions	Day	3-4:	Acquire	Essential	Study	Materials	Primary	Resource:	Obtain	the	LEED	Reference	Guide	for	Building	Operations	and	Maintenance,	which	provides	in-depth	information	on	all	exam	topics.	Supplementary	Materials:	Consider	additional	study	aids	such	as	flashcards,	practice	exams,	and
online	courses	to	reinforce	your	learning.	Day	5-7:	Grasp	Core	LEED	O+M	Concepts	LEED	Rating	System:	Understand	the	structure	and	purpose	of	the	LEED	rating	system,	focusing	on	the	Operations	and	Maintenance	category.	Credit	Categories:	Study	the	intent,	requirements,	and	strategies	for	each	credit	category,	emphasizing	high-impact	areas
like	Energy	and	Atmosphere.	Week	2:	Deep	Dive	into	Core	Topics	Day	8-10:	Energy	and	Atmosphere	Energy	Audits:	Learn	the	process	of	conducting	energy	audits	to	identify	opportunities	for	efficiency	improvements.	Commissioning:	Understand	the	commissioning	process	to	ensure	building	systems	are	designed,	installed,	and	operated	as	intended.
Renewable	Energy:	Explore	various	on-site	and	off-site	renewable	energy	options	and	their	integration	into	existing	buildings.	Day	11-12:	Indoor	Environmental	Quality	Air	Quality:	Study	strategies	for	maintaining	and	improving	indoor	air	quality,	including	ventilation	and	pollutant	control.	Lighting	and	Acoustics:	Examine	the	impact	of	lighting	design
and	acoustic	performance	on	occupant	comfort	and	productivity.	Day	13:	Water	Efficiency	Water	Audits:	Understand	how	to	perform	water	audits	to	assess	consumption	patterns	and	identify	conservation	opportunities.	Fixture	Upgrades:	Learn	about	high-efficiency	fixtures	and	fittings	that	reduce	water	usage.	Day	14:	Sustainable	Sites	and	Materials
and	Resources	Site	Management:	Explore	best	practices	for	sustainable	site	maintenance,	including	landscaping	and	stormwater	management.	Material	Selection:	Study	the	criteria	for	selecting	sustainable	materials,	focusing	on	life-cycle	impacts	and	sourcing.	Week	3:	LEED	AP	O+M	Mock	Tests	and	Application-Based	Learning	Day	15-17:	LEED	AP
O+M	Practice	Exams	Simulated	Tests:	Take	full-length	practice	exams	to	assess	your	knowledge	and	identify	areas	for	improvement.	Utilize	resources	like	ProcessExam	for	sample	questions	and	practice	tests.	Time	Management:	Practice	completing	questions	within	the	allotted	time	to	build	exam-day	stamina.	Day	18-19:	Analyze	Results	and	Address
Weaknesses	Review	Incorrect	Answers:	Carefully	examine	explanations	for	questions	you	answered	incorrectly	to	understand	your	mistakes.	Targeted	Study:	Revisit	topics	where	your	performance	was	weak,	using	the	reference	guide	and	supplementary	materials	to	reinforce	your	understanding.	Day	20-21:	Case	Studies	and	Real-World	Applications
LEED	Certified	Projects:	Study	case	studies	of	LEED	Certified	existing	buildings	to	see	how	theoretical	concepts	are	applied	in	practice.	Operational	Strategies:	Learn	about	successful	strategies	implemented	in	operations	and	maintenance	that	led	to	certification.	Week	4:	Last-Minute	Prep	and	Test-Taking	Strategies	Day	22-24:	Review	and
Consolidate	Knowledge	High-Yield	Topics:	Focus	on	areas	that	carry	more	weight	in	the	exam,	such	as	Energy	and	Atmosphere	and	Indoor	Environmental	Quality.	Summary	Notes:	Create	concise	notes	summarizing	key	points	for	quick	revision.	Day	25-26:	Test-Taking	Strategies	Question	Analysis:	Develop	techniques	for	understanding	and	answering
different	types	of	questions	effectively.	Stress	Management:	Learn	methods	to	manage	exam-related	stress,	such	as	deep	breathing	exercises	and	positive	visualization.	Day	27-28:	Final	Practice	Test	Simulate	Exam	Conditions:	Take	a	final	full-length	practice	test	under	exam-like	conditions	to	assess	readiness.	Review	Performance:	Analyze	your
results	to	ensure	all	areas	are	adequately	covered.	Day	29-30:	Rest	and	Prepare	for	LEED	AP	O+M	Exam	Day	Relaxation:	Engage	in	activities	that	help	you	relax	and	reduce	anxiety.	Logistics:	Ensure	all	necessary	documents	and	materials	are	ready	for	exam	day.	Conclusion	Consistency	and	dedication	are	key	to	conquering	the	LEED	AP	O+M	exam.
By	following	this	structured	30-day	plan,	you'll	build	a	solid	foundation	of	knowledge	and	skills	necessary	to	excel.	Remember,	utilizing	practice	resources	like	those	offered	by	ProcessExam	can	provide	valuable	insights	and	enhance	your	preparation.	Stay	focused,	trust	in	your	preparation,	and	approach	the	exam	with	confidence.	FAQs	What	does
LEED	AP	mean?	LEED	AP	stands	for	Leadership	in	Energy	and	Environmental	Design	Accredited	Professional.	It	signifies	expertise	in	green	building	practices	and	the	LEED	rating	system.	What	does	LEED	O+M	stand	for?	LEED	O+M	refers	to	LEED	Operations	and	Maintenance,	focusing	on	the	sustainability	of	existing	buildings'	operations.	How
difficult	is	the	LEED	AP	exam?	The	LEED	AP	exam	is	challenging,	requiring	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	sustainable	practices	and	the	LEED	rating	system.	A	structured	study	plan	is	essential	for	success.	What	is	the	full	form	of	LEED?	LEED	stands	for	Leadership	in	Energy	and	Environmental	Design.	How	long	should	I	study	for	the	LEED	AP
exam?	A	dedicated	study	period	of	approximately	30	days,	following	a	structured	plan,	is	recommended	to	cover	all	exam	topics	thoroughly.	By	adhering	to	this	guide	and	utilizing	the	recommended	resources,	you're	well	on	your	way	to	achieving	the	LEED	AP	O+M	credential	and	advancing	your	career	in	sustainable	building.	Passing	the	LEED	AP
ND	exam	is	a	critical	step	for	professionals	aiming	to	enhance	their	careers	in	sustainable	neighborhood	development.	This	exam,	offered	by	the	U.S.	Green	Building	Council	(USGBC),	is	rigorous	but	achievable	with	the	right	preparation.	Whether	you’re	an	architect,	urban	planner,	or	sustainability	consultant,	obtaining	a	LEED	AP	ND	credential
distinguishes	you	as	a	leader	in	sustainable	design	for	urban	environments.	In	this	guide,	we’ll	cover	everything	from	essential	exam	information	to	effective	study	materials,	plus	proven	tips	to	help	you	excel	on	the	LEED	AP	ND	exam.	LEED	(Leadership	in	Energy	and	Environmental	Design)	accreditation	signifies	proficiency	in	sustainable	practices,
recognized	globally	by	green	building	professionals.	This	program,	managed	by	the	USGBC,	offers	several	certification	levels,	with	the	LEED	AP	credential	tailored	for	specialized	areas,	such	as	Neighborhood	Development	(ND).	Professionals	holding	a	LEED	AP	ND	certification	demonstrate	knowledge	of	sustainable	community	development	and	best
practices	for	creating	green	neighborhoods.	The	LEED	AP	ND	credential	is	a	unique	specialization	focused	on	developing	sustainable,	vibrant	communities.	This	certification	emphasizes	aspects	like	walkability,	mixed-use	developments,	and	environmental	preservation	within	urban	planning.	Attaining	the	AP	ND	credential	not	only	strengthens	your
expertise	in	sustainable	development	but	also	enhances	your	professional	standing,	opening	doors	to	more	advanced	and	impactful	roles.	The	LEED	AP	ND	credential	certifies	your	mastery	of	integrating	sustainability	into	neighborhood	development.	It	reflects	your	capability	to	design	walkable,	energy-efficient	communities	while	promoting
environmental	stewardship.	As	urban	sustainability	gains	prominence,	earning	this	credential	opens	doors	to	roles	like	sustainability	consultant,	urban	planner,	or	green	building	expert.	Get	An	Attractive	Score	in	USGBC	AP	ND	Certification	Exam	Full	Name:	LEED	Accredited	Professional	Neighborhood	Development	Exam	Code:	AP	ND	Duration:	120
minutes	Question	Count:	100	multiple-choice	questions	Passing	Score:	170	out	of	200	Taking	the	LEED	AP	ND	exam	requires	an	investment.	For	those	combining	exams,	the	cost	is	$550,	while	those	focusing	only	on	the	specialty	exam	pay	$350.	USGBC	members	enjoy	discounted	rates,	reducing	the	fees	to	$400	and	$250,	respectively.	Membership
offers	several	advantages,	including	access	to	exclusive	resources,	networking	opportunities,	and	ongoing	education.	To	pass	the	LEED	AP	ND	exam,	having	the	right	study	materials	is	crucial.	Here	are	some	resources	designed	to	build	a	strong	foundation:	LEED	AP	ND	Study	Guide:	This	comprehensive	guide	outlines	key	concepts	across	each	exam
topic.	LEED	Reference	Guide	for	Neighborhood	Development:	This	is	a	must-have	for	in-depth	knowledge	of	LEED	ND	requirements	and	principles.	LEED	AP	ND	Practice	Exams:	Taking	practice	exams	helps	familiarize	you	with	the	exam	structure	and	question	types.	Sites	like	ProcessExam.com	offer	online	practice	exams	and	sample	questions.
LEED	AP	Handbook:	The	official	LEED	AP	handbook	includes	all	details	regarding	exam	format	and	is	available	on	the	USGBC’s	website.	Combining	these	resources	will	ensure	comprehensive	exam	preparation,	enhancing	both	your	knowledge	and	confidence.	Preparing	for	the	LEED	AP	ND	exam	takes	discipline,	strategy,	and	effective	study	habits.
Here’s	how	to	streamline	your	preparation:	Knowing	the	breakdown	of	topics	helps	prioritize	study	efforts.	Here’s	an	overview	of	exam	sections:	LEED	Process:	13	Questions	Smart	Location	&	Linkage:	21	Questions	Neighborhood	Pattern	&	Design:	23	Questions	Green	Infrastructure	&	Buildings:	21	Questions	Project	Surroundings	&	Public	Outreach:
7	Questions	Develop	a	study	schedule	to	allocate	focused	time	for	each	topic.	Begin	with	heavier	sections	like	“Neighborhood	Pattern	&	Design”	and	“Smart	Location	&	Linkage”	since	these	hold	the	most	questions.	Completing	multiple	mock	exams	not	only	tests	your	knowledge	but	also	helps	manage	your	timing.	Try	resources	from	sites	like
ProcessExam.com.	Use	flashcards	to	memorize	essential	terms	and	LEED	principles.	These	are	especially	useful	for	concepts	in	“Green	Infrastructure	&	Buildings.”	Connecting	with	others	preparing	for	the	exam	can	provide	new	perspectives	and	insights.	Consider	joining	a	study	group	or	finding	a	mentor	who’s	already	passed	the	exam.	Case	studies
and	project	profiles	from	USGBC	demonstrate	real-world	applications	of	LEED	ND	principles,	which	helps	understand	the	broader	context.	With	100	questions	in	120	minutes,	aim	to	answer	questions	efficiently.	Mark	challenging	ones	for	review	and	move	on	to	maximize	time.	1.	What	is	a	LEED	AP	ND	certification?	The	LEED	AP	ND	certification
recognizes	professionals	who	are	knowledgeable	in	sustainable	neighborhood	design,	focusing	on	creating	eco-friendly	and	community-centered	spaces.	2.	What	are	the	best	study	materials	for	LEED	AP	ND?	The	best	resources	include	the	LEED	Reference	Guide	for	Neighborhood	Development,	LEED	AP	Handbook,	and	LEED	AP	ND	practice	exams
available	on	sites	like	ProcessExam.	3.	How	do	I	get	LEED	AP	ND	certified?	To	obtain	this	credential,	candidates	must	pass	the	LEED	AP	ND	exam,	which	tests	knowledge	in	areas	like	Smart	Location,	Green	Infrastructure,	and	Neighborhood	Design.	4.	How	long	does	it	take	to	prepare	for	LEED	AP	ND?	Preparation	times	vary,	but	most	candidates
require	3-6	months	of	focused	study,	depending	on	prior	knowledge	and	study	frequency.	5.	What	is	the	passing	score	for	LEED	AP	ND?	A	score	of	170	out	of	200	is	needed	to	pass.	6.	How	much	does	the	LEED	AP	ND	exam	cost?	The	specialty	exam	costs	$350	($250	for	members),	while	the	combined	exam	is	$550	($400	for	members).	Passing	the
LEED	AP	ND	exam	is	achievable	with	a	solid	study	plan	and	the	right	resources.	Equip	yourself	with	practice	exams,	review	the	official	guidelines,	and	approach	the	exam	confidently.	This	credential	will	place	you	among	the	leaders	in	sustainable	development,	empowering	you	to	shape	greener,	healthier	neighborhoods.	Begin	your	LEED	AP	ND
journey	today	and	transform	your	career	into	sustainable	development!	LEED,	which	stands	for	Leadership	in	Energy	and	Environmental	Design,	is	a	certification	system	and	guide	developed	by	the	US	Green	Building	Council	(USGBC)	for	both	promoting	and	recognizing	high-performance	buildings	and	sustainable	neighborhoods.	Green	Business
Certification	Inc.	(GBCI)	is	the	organization	that	trains	and	certifies	professionals	in	their	mastery	of	LEED	principles	and	their	ability	to	attain	LEED	accreditation	for	projects.	The	LEED	Green	Associate	certification	is	the	baseline	credential	that	demonstrates	green	building	knowledge	and	expertise	in	design,	construction,	and	building	operation.	I
have	been	a	certified	LEED	Green	Associate	for	two	years	since	deciding	to	earn	the	credential	to	further	my	project	management	and	freelance	engineering	consultant	business.	The	credential	fits	well	with	my	engineering	background	and	passion	for	a	sustainable	future	and	I’m	always	eager	to	help	other	professionals	earn	the	certification.	Why	Do
I	Need	The	LEED	Green	Associate	Certificate?	The	LEED	Green	Associate	credential	is	a	great	way	to	stand	out	in	the	building	industry	and	to	distinguish	yourself	as	a	sustainability-minded	professional.	Like	many	certifications,	earning	the	LEED	Green	Associate	credential	can	be	an	excellent	bullet	point	to	add	to	the	top	of	your	resume	and
depending	on	your	industry,	it	can	make	you	more	hirable,	retainable,	and	profitable.	As	a	LEED	Professional,	you	are	capable	of	applying	LEED	principles	to	shape	the	design,	construction,	and	operation	of	buildings	and	neighborhoods.	LEED	Green	Associates	often	serve	on	construction	project	teams	to	help	guide	the	sustainable	focus	of	a	project.
They	also	commonly	work	on	certification	teams	that	put	together	reports	and	applications	to	get	projects	successfully	rated	on	the	LEED	certification	scale.	Most	importantly,	the	world	needs	more	LEED	professionals.	As	climate	change	and	global	warming	become	even	more	evident,	LEED	Professionals	put	sustainable	thinking	first	to	build	a
higher	quality	future	for	the	world.	As	a	LEED	Green	Associate,	you	will	have	the	knowledge	and	credentials	to	positively	impact	environmental	sustainability	practices	in	your	business.	How	to	Prepare	for	the	LEED	Green	Associate	Exam		Creating	a	schedule	and	scheduling	your	exam	is	the	most	important	step	to	starting	your	preparation.
Committing	to	a	test	date	and	locking	into	your	registration	is	the	best	way	to	prevent	yourself	from	procrastinating	and	pushing	the	exam	off.	Once	you’ve	scheduled	it,	the	date	you	will	take	your	test	becomes	real	and	should	motivate	you	to	prepare!	Registration	for	the	exam	is	done	online,	through	USGBC’s	site	user	account.	If	you	already	have	an
account,	you	can	navigate	to	the	credentialing	area	of	the	site	and	sign	up	for	an	exam	there.	If	you	don’t	have	an	account,	you	can	create	one	at	www.usgbc.org/credentials.	The	exam	is	administered	globally	by	the	outside	testing	agency,	Prometric.	With	your	exam	date	and	testing	center	set	up,	it’s	time	to	create	your	study	plan.	Generally
speaking,	you	will	need	about	60	hours	to	study	and	confidently	pass	the	LEED	Green	Associate	exam.	Your	study	time	can	be	broken	up	however	you	like,	and	it’s	important	that	you	create	a	schedule	that	fits	your	current	work	and	lifestyle.	Make	sure	you	don’t	separate	your	study	sessions	too	far	apart,	knowledge	is	perishable!	What	to	Expect	on
the	LEED	Green	Associate	Exam		The	LEED	Green	Associate	base	of	knowledge	is	comprised	of	definitions,	technical	tables,	certification	categories,	and	green	initiative	concepts	that	all	need	to	be	understood	for	the	test.	There	is	certain	information,	like	the	ASHRAE	standards,	Refrigerants	Table,	and	key	definitions	that	you	will	need	to	completely
memorize	for	the	test.	You	should	have	a	strong	understanding	for	green	building	concepts	like	the	Triple	Bottom	Line	and	regenerative	design,	as	well	as	an	understanding	for	each	LEED	credit	category.	As	a	general	rule	of	thumb	for	studying,	every	LEED	credit	category	has	prerequisites	and	an	assigned	number	of	points.	The	higher	the	point
value	for	a	category,	the	more	heavily	it	is	often	tested	on	the	exam,	so	use	this	to	guide	your	studying!	The	LEED	exam	is	very	heavily	weighted	on	memorizing	the	key	LEED	vocabulary	items,	specific	regulations	and	their	purposes,	credit	point	values,	and	technical	tables	that	apply	to	LEED	categories.	The	test	makers	also	enjoy	assessing	your
ability	to	discern	between	what	is	a	LEED	prerequisite,	and	what	is	a	credit	category,	so	it’s	important	to	know	the	difference!	Tips	for	Preparing	for	the	LEED	Green	Associate	Exam		To	prepare	for	my	exam,	I	used	the	LEED	Green	Associate	Exam	Complete	Study	Guide,	offered	by	Togay	Koralturk	and	available	online	at	most	retailers.	There	are
numerous	exam	preparation	books	and	programs	available	online,	and	each	has	their	own	merits	to	fit	your	learning	style.	In	my	experience,	the	best	way	to	study	for	the	LEED	Green	Associate	Exam	is	to	go	once	completely	through	whatever	study	resource	you	have	decided	to	use.	This	will	give	you	a	baseline	understanding	of	the	entire	LEED
Green	Associate	knowledgebase	and	is	when	you	can	start	testing	yourself	with	practice	questions	to	identify	your	shortcomings.	In	my	preparation,	I	also	relied	heavily	on	doing	practice	questions	to	prepare	for	the	exam.	Quizzing	yourself	regularly	and	getting	in	practice	with	answering	LEED	questions	is	a	vital	step	to	being	prepared	for	the	exam.
Quizzing	encourages	better	memory	retention	and	is	also	a	way	to	pinpoint	areas	where	you	need	more	practice.	The	Pocket	Prep	app	is	a	great	resource	for	doing	practice	questions	and	it	has	multiple	quizzing	options.	Tips	for	Test	Day		When	the	test	day	finally	comes,	it’s	important	to	make	sure	that	you	are	well-rested	and	fueled	for	the	exam.
Ensure	you	get	a	good	night’s	sleep	the	night	before,	and	it’s	ideal	to	eat	a	meal	before	you	begin	the	exam.	You	are	not	permitted	to	bring	study	materials	into	the	testing	area,	but	you	will	be	given	a	pen	and	scratch	paper	for	notes.	I	recommend	preparing	a	brain	dump	for	the	first	few	minutes	of	the	exam.	The	brain	dump	is	a	common	technique
used	for	exams	where	as	soon	as	the	test	starts,	you	write	out	key	tables	and	terms	that	you’ve	memorized	to	help	you	on	the	rest	of	the	exam.	This	is	a	great	strategy	to	use	in	organizing	the	numerous	ASHRAE	standards,	technical	specifications,	and	acronyms	that	you	need	to	have	memorized	for	the	exam.	Pocket	Prep	provides	study	prep	for	the
LEED	Green	Associate	exam	that	includes	500	practice	questions	reflective	of	the	latest	exam	standards	and	multiple	custom	quizzing	modules.	Over	70,000	people	have	studied	for	the	Green	Associate	exam	using	Pocket	Prep’s	app.	Download	the	Pocket	Prep	Professional	app	for	free	in	the	App	Store.	If	you	prefer	studying	on	desktop,	the	same
practice	questions	are	also	available	via	our	online	study	portal.	Embarking	on	the	journey	to	become	a	LEED	Accredited	Professional	in	Operations	and	Maintenance	(LEED	AP	O+M)	is	a	commendable	step	toward	advancing	your	career	in	sustainable	building	operations.	Achieving	this	credential	not	only	validates	your	expertise	in	green	building
practices	but	also	positions	you	as	a	leader	in	the	field.	To	assist	you	in	this	endeavor,	we've	crafted	a	comprehensive	30-day	study	plan	designed	to	optimize	your	preparation	and	boost	your	confidence	for	the	exam.	The	LEED	AP	O+M	exam	is	a	rigorous	assessment	that	evaluates	your	knowledge	and	skills	in	sustainable	operations	and	maintenance
of	existing	buildings.	A	structured	study	plan	is	essential	to	navigate	the	extensive	content	and	ensure	a	thorough	understanding	of	the	core	concepts.	This	30-day	guide	breaks	down	the	preparation	process	into	manageable	weekly	goals,	providing	a	clear	roadmap	to	success.	Week	1:	Understanding	the	LEED	AP	O+M	Exam	Structure	and
Fundamentals	Day	1-2:	Familiarize	Yourself	with	the	LEED	AP	O+M	Exam	Blueprint	Exam	Overview:	The	LEED	AP	O+M	exam	comprises	100	multiple-choice	questions	to	be	completed	in	120	minutes.	A	passing	score	is	170	out	of	200.	The	exam	fee	is	$550,	with	a	discounted	rate	of	$400	for	USGBC	members.	Content	Areas:	The	exam	covers	the
following	domains:	LEED	Process:	12	Questions	Location	and	Transportation:	5	Questions	Sustainable	Sites:	9	Questions	Water	Efficiency:	13	Questions	Energy	and	Atmosphere:	21	Questions	Materials	and	Resources:	10	Questions	Indoor	Environmental	Quality:	15	Questions	Day	3-4:	Acquire	Essential	Study	Materials	Primary	Resource:	Obtain	the
LEED	Reference	Guide	for	Building	Operations	and	Maintenance,	which	provides	in-depth	information	on	all	exam	topics.	Supplementary	Materials:	Consider	additional	study	aids	such	as	flashcards,	practice	exams,	and	online	courses	to	reinforce	your	learning.	Day	5-7:	Grasp	Core	LEED	O+M	Concepts	LEED	Rating	System:	Understand	the
structure	and	purpose	of	the	LEED	rating	system,	focusing	on	the	Operations	and	Maintenance	category.	Credit	Categories:	Study	the	intent,	requirements,	and	strategies	for	each	credit	category,	emphasizing	high-impact	areas	like	Energy	and	Atmosphere.	Week	2:	Deep	Dive	into	Core	Topics	Day	8-10:	Energy	and	Atmosphere	Energy	Audits:	Learn
the	process	of	conducting	energy	audits	to	identify	opportunities	for	efficiency	improvements.	Commissioning:	Understand	the	commissioning	process	to	ensure	building	systems	are	designed,	installed,	and	operated	as	intended.	Renewable	Energy:	Explore	various	on-site	and	off-site	renewable	energy	options	and	their	integration	into	existing
buildings.	Day	11-12:	Indoor	Environmental	Quality	Air	Quality:	Study	strategies	for	maintaining	and	improving	indoor	air	quality,	including	ventilation	and	pollutant	control.	Lighting	and	Acoustics:	Examine	the	impact	of	lighting	design	and	acoustic	performance	on	occupant	comfort	and	productivity.	Day	13:	Water	Efficiency	Water	Audits:
Understand	how	to	perform	water	audits	to	assess	consumption	patterns	and	identify	conservation	opportunities.	Fixture	Upgrades:	Learn	about	high-efficiency	fixtures	and	fittings	that	reduce	water	usage.	Day	14:	Sustainable	Sites	and	Materials	and	Resources	Site	Management:	Explore	best	practices	for	sustainable	site	maintenance,	including
landscaping	and	stormwater	management.	Material	Selection:	Study	the	criteria	for	selecting	sustainable	materials,	focusing	on	life-cycle	impacts	and	sourcing.	Week	3:	LEED	AP	O+M	Mock	Tests	and	Application-Based	Learning	Day	15-17:	LEED	AP	O+M	Practice	Exams	Simulated	Tests:	Take	full-length	practice	exams	to	assess	your	knowledge	and
identify	areas	for	improvement.	Utilize	resources	like	ProcessExam	for	sample	questions	and	practice	tests.	Time	Management:	Practice	completing	questions	within	the	allotted	time	to	build	exam-day	stamina.	Day	18-19:	Analyze	Results	and	Address	Weaknesses	Review	Incorrect	Answers:	Carefully	examine	explanations	for	questions	you	answered
incorrectly	to	understand	your	mistakes.	Targeted	Study:	Revisit	topics	where	your	performance	was	weak,	using	the	reference	guide	and	supplementary	materials	to	reinforce	your	understanding.	Day	20-21:	Case	Studies	and	Real-World	Applications	LEED	Certified	Projects:	Study	case	studies	of	LEED	Certified	existing	buildings	to	see	how
theoretical	concepts	are	applied	in	practice.	Operational	Strategies:	Learn	about	successful	strategies	implemented	in	operations	and	maintenance	that	led	to	certification.	Week	4:	Last-Minute	Prep	and	Test-Taking	Strategies	Day	22-24:	Review	and	Consolidate	Knowledge	High-Yield	Topics:	Focus	on	areas	that	carry	more	weight	in	the	exam,	such
as	Energy	and	Atmosphere	and	Indoor	Environmental	Quality.	Summary	Notes:	Create	concise	notes	summarizing	key	points	for	quick	revision.	Day	25-26:	Test-Taking	Strategies	Question	Analysis:	Develop	techniques	for	understanding	and	answering	different	types	of	questions	effectively.	Stress	Management:	Learn	methods	to	manage	exam-
related	stress,	such	as	deep	breathing	exercises	and	positive	visualization.	Day	27-28:	Final	Practice	Test	Simulate	Exam	Conditions:	Take	a	final	full-length	practice	test	under	exam-like	conditions	to	assess	readiness.	Review	Performance:	Analyze	your	results	to	ensure	all	areas	are	adequately	covered.	Day	29-30:	Rest	and	Prepare	for	LEED	AP	O+M
Exam	Day	Relaxation:	Engage	in	activities	that	help	you	relax	and	reduce	anxiety.	Logistics:	Ensure	all	necessary	documents	and	materials	are	ready	for	exam	day.	Conclusion	Consistency	and	dedication	are	key	to	conquering	the	LEED	AP	O+M	exam.	By	following	this	structured	30-day	plan,	you'll	build	a	solid	foundation	of	knowledge	and	skills
necessary	to	excel.	Remember,	utilizing	practice	resources	like	those	offered	by	ProcessExam	can	provide	valuable	insights	and	enhance	your	preparation.	Stay	focused,	trust	in	your	preparation,	and	approach	the	exam	with	confidence.	FAQs	What	does	LEED	AP	mean?	LEED	AP	stands	for	Leadership	in	Energy	and	Environmental	Design	Accredited
Professional.	It	signifies	expertise	in	green	building	practices	and	the	LEED	rating	system.	What	does	LEED	O+M	stand	for?	LEED	O+M	refers	to	LEED	Operations	and	Maintenance,	focusing	on	the	sustainability	of	existing	buildings'	operations.	How	difficult	is	the	LEED	AP	exam?	The	LEED	AP	exam	is	challenging,	requiring	a	comprehensive
understanding	of	sustainable	practices	and	the	LEED	rating	system.	A	structured	study	plan	is	essential	for	success.	What	is	the	full	form	of	LEED?	LEED	stands	for	Leadership	in	Energy	and	Environmental	Design.	How	long	should	I	study	for	the	LEED	AP	exam?	A	dedicated	study	period	of	approximately	30	days,	following	a	structured	plan,	is
recommended	to	cover	all	exam	topics	thoroughly.	By	adhering	to	this	guide	and	utilizing	the	recommended	resources,	you're	well	on	your	way	to	achieving	the	LEED	AP	O+M	credential	and	advancing	your	career	in	sustainable	building.


