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Disclosure:	Our	community	supports	FlightDeck	and	Pilot.	We	may	earn	a	small	commission	from	affiliate	links	on	our	site.	All	referrals	are	independently	assessed.	One	of	the	most	stressful	parts	of	planning	a	trip	can	be	figuring	out	where	everything	is.	Sometimes	you	want	to	plan	your	entire	route	and	identify	all	the	stops,	restaurants	and
attractions	to	best	plan	what	to	do	and	when.	As	an	Internet	user,	you	are	probably	familiar	with	Google	Maps	and	their	use	in	planning	your	trip.	Did	you	know	that	Google	offers	another	map	feature	called	My	Google	Maps?	It's	a	newer	Google	feature,	but	should	you	be	using	it?	Read	on	to	find	out	everything	you	need	to	know	and	if	it's	right	for
your	next	trip!	Courtesy:	My	Google	Maps	What	is	My	Google	Maps?	Released	in	2013,	My	Google	Maps	is	a	Google	Maps	feature	that	allows	you	to	create	your	own	maps	and	share	them	with	others.	My	Google	Maps	is	available	for	Android	and	iPhone	through	the	Google	Maps	app.	You	can	sign	in	to	My	Google	Maps	with	your	Google	Account.	This
will	keep	everything	connected	and	easily	accessible	in	your	Google	account	Google	Maps	vs.	My	Google	Maps	Google	Maps	is	a	feature	of	Google	Maps	that	allows	you	to	search	for	destinations	and	navigate	between	two	points.	My	Maps	allows	you	to	use	the	same	technology	to	add	multiple	destinations	and	navigate	between	them.	Because	you	can
customize	your	maps,	you	have	access	to	more	information	than	Google	Maps,	and	you	can	see	more	destinations	at	once.	How	to	use	My	Google	Maps	My	Google	Maps	is	available	online	and	you	can	start	creating	your	own	maps	from	there.	Start	by	clicking	the	red	Create	New	Map	button	in	the	upper	left	corner,	then	give	your	map	a	name.	Once
you've	done	that,	you	can	start	adding	pins	to	places	on	the	map.	As	you	add	more	pins,	you	can	customize	them	by	naming	them	or	changing	their	color.	You	can	even	apply	layersAccessible	on	foot,	by	bike	or	by	public	transport.	For	more	detailed	instructions,	visit	the	My	Card!	help	page.	Courtesy	of	My	Google	Maps	How	to	access	My	Google
Maps	offline.	While	creating	these	maps	is	very	useful	when	planning	a	trip,	what	happens	when	you're	offline?	The	first	trick	is	to	download	a	map	from	a	website	online.	Then	you	can	access	these	maps	anytime,	anywhere!	You	need	to	set	a	specific	area	of	the	map	to	download,	so	you	can't	download	the	entire	map	at	once	if	it	covers	long	distances.
What	to	do	if	you	forgot	to	download	maps?	Don't	worry!	Using	the	rectangle	icon	in	the	upper	right	corner,	you	can	easily	open	the	map	in	Google	Maps	to	save	it	for	future	use.	Just	make	sure	you	don't	close	the	website	or	app	when	you're	offline!	Unfortunately,	there	is	no	other	easy	way	to	access	My	Google	Maps	offline	than	these	two	methods	or
take	a	screenshot	before	starting	your	trip.	How	to	use	Google	My	Maps	for	trip	planning	One	of	the	best	uses	of	Google	My	Maps	is	for	trip	planning.	When	creating	a	map,	you	can	add	multiple	layers,	such	as	B.	You	can	create	a	layer	for	food,	activities,	hotels,	and	more.	This	way	you	can	easily	edit	every	aspect	of	your	route	and	keep	everything	in
one	place.	Once	you	start	pinning	each	layer,	you	can	color	match	them	and	add	notes	to	include	anything	you	want	to	remember	as	you	plan.	.	Some	users	have	reported	that	Google	My	Maps	doesn't	always	include	exact	addresses,	so	double	check	all	locations	before	pinning	Google	My	Maps	itself.	Note	that	layer	features	cannot	be	accessed
offline.	Then	you	can	easily	access	the	map	to	move	from	place	to	place	on	your	way.	If	you're	planning	with	friends,	you	can	invite	them	to	edit	the	tab	so	they're	all	on	the	same	page!	Directions	on	My	Google	Maps.	You	can	not	only	create	directions	between	two	points,	but	alsoMy	Google	Maps	for	real-time	navigation.	By	tapping	on	the	destination
you	want	to	go	to	on	the	map,	you	can	select	Destinations	and	your	guided	tour	will	begin.	However,	this	feature	requires	an	internet	connection.	Courtesy:	Google	My	Maps	Google	Alternatives	While	Google	My	Maps	is	a	useful	tool	for	planning	trips,	it's	not	the	only	option	available.	Tripit	is	a	great	app	to	organize	your	itinerary	and	all	your
bookings	in	one	place.	For	travel,	Roadtrippers	is	the	perfect	app	to	create	trips	and	track	the	right	route	to	get	where	you	want	to	go.	Is	it	worth	using	Google	My	Maps?	As	a	starting	point	for	planning	your	trip,	Google	Maps	can	be	a	great	resource.	It's	easy	to	customize	pins	and	color	code	them	so	you	can	easily	see	what	you	have	planned	for	your
trip.	However,	there	may	be	location	errors	and	an	offline	access	error	or	error	may	occur.	While	Google	Maps	is	great	for	getting	terrain	information,	it	doesn't	provide	route	planning	options	other	than	marking	each	part	of	the	pin.	Layers	can	be	sorted	daily,	but	Google	My	Maps	only	allows	10	layers	and	these	layers	are	not	available	offline.	This
means	there	are	more	alternatives	that	might	be	better	for	you!	For	more	travel	planning	apps,	read	about	the	best	free	travel	planning	apps	or	the	best	travel	apps	to	use	this	year!	Our	Rating:	3.6/5	Pros:	Map	customization	Share	maps	with	others	Friends	can	edit	maps	Cons:	Prone	to	inaccuracies	Limited	offline	features	Limited	planning	Ready	to
plan?	Whether	you	use	Google	My	Maps	or	another	website	to	plan	your	trip,	we	want	to	make	sure	everything	goes	smoothly.	smooth.	For	all	your	travel	planning	needs,	we	bring	you	Pilot.	Pilot	is	a	brand	new	travel	planner	that	helps	you	discover	and	create	travel	itineraries	that	connect	you	to	resources	around	the	world.	Make	planning	more	fun
by	collaborating	with	your	travel	buddies!	The	remote	control	makes	it	fun	andshare	and	relive	your	favorite	travel	memories	with	tons	of	useful	features!	Did	we	mention	it's	completely	free?	Try	now!	Google	Maps	does	a	decent	job	of	getting	you	from	A	to	B.	But	what	if	your	trip	has	multiple	destinations?	Fortunately,	you	can	use	Google	Maps	to
create	your	own	map	with	multiple	stops,	routes,	terrain,	and	more.	Here's	how	to	create	your	own	map	in	Google	Maps.	Read	more:	How	to	Pin	Google	Maps	To	create	your	own	map,	you	need	to	use	Google	Maps	on	your	computer.	However,	when	you're	done,	you	can	view	your	map	in	the	Android	or	iOS	apps.	To	get	started,	click	open	the	menu	in
the	top	left	corner	of	the	screen	and	click	on	your	seats.	From	there,	select	Maps	from	the	tab	on	the	right,	then	click	Create	Map	at	the	bottom	of	the	list.	This	will	take	you	to	a	new	page	where	you	can	create	your	card.	Adam	Birney	/	Android	Authority	Start	by	naming	your	map.	Click	on	the	untitled	location	in	the	top	left	box	to	open	the	Edit	Map
Name	and	Description	menu.	Add	a	name	and	description	for	the	map,	then	click	Save.	Adam	Birney	/	Android	Authority	Next,	choose	a	theme	for	your	basemap.	Different	topics	can	be	useful	for	different	purposes.	For	example,	walking	routes	may	benefit	from	a	terrain	layout,	while	trip	planning	can	be	made	more	precise	with	a	base	map	or	a
simple	atlas	theme.	Click	the	down	arrow	next	to	the	base	map	and	select	the	theme	you	want.	Adam	Birney	/	Android	Authority	Additionally,	your	custom	map	can	consist	of	multiple	layers,	each	with	unique	information	and	goals.	You	can	add	more	layers	by	clicking	Add	Layer	in	the	top	gray	bar,	while	layers	can	be	removed	or	renamed	by	clicking
the	three	dots	next	to	their	name.	Now	that	we've	named	our	map	and	layers	and	chosen	a	theme,	it's	time	to	add	some	details.	Marker	points,	shapes,	distance	lines,	and	directions	can	be	added	directly	to	the	map	or	its	layers.	Pins	help	you	mark	specific	oneswith	a	clear	description.	You	can	search	for	a	location	in	the	search	bar	or	find	it	on	the
map	by	clicking,	dragging	and	zooming	with	your	mouse	or	trackpad.	Click	the	Add	Tag	button	below	the	search	bar	to	find	a	location.	Give	the	pin	a	name	and	description,	then	click	Save.	Adam	Birney/Android	Authority.	From	there,	you	can	adjust	the	color	of	the	pin	icon	image	or	add	the	photos	you	took	there.	You	can	add	as	many	custom	pins	as
you	want	to	your	map.	To	view	details	about	the	various	pins	and	other	items,	click	Select	Items,	represented	by	a	hand	icon	next	to	the	add	tag	icon.	Under	the	destination	pin,	click	the	Directions	Here	icon	to	create	a	new	directions	layer	between	the	pins.	starting	point.	Google	will	now	create	a	path	between	your	pins.	Adding	lines	or	shapes	to
your	map	can	help	highlight	specific	regions.	To	do	this,	click	on	the	"Draw	a	line"	icon	below	the	search	bar.	Then	draw	lines	with	your	mouse	or	trackpad	to	create	a	connected	shape.	If	you	ever	make	a	mistake,	you	can	click	the	"Undo"	or	"Redo"	button	below	the	search	bar	to	start	over.	The	area	of	your	shape	is	calculated	automatically.	You	can
adjust	color,	opacity	and	add	photos	to	your	shapes.	You	can	measure	the	distance	you	travel	to	help	you	plan	ahead.	Click	Measure	distances	and	areas	represented	by	the	ruler	icon	below	the	search	bar.	Now	you	can	draw	lines	with	every	click	and	Google	will	tell	you	the	distance	between	the	dots.	your	progress.	You	can	find	your	own	maps	on	the
Maps	tab	in	the	Your	Places	section,	where	this	guide	started.Once	you've	edited	your	custom	map,	you	can	share	it	with	others	to	keep	them	all	on	the	same	page.	Go	to	My	Google	Maps,	sign	in,	and	select	the	Owned	tab	to	share	your	map.	This	is	where	your	custom	map	should	be	listed.	On	the	custom	map,	click	the	Share	Map	button.	It	gives	you
the	ability	to	share	your	map	on	Facebook	or	Twitter,	via	email,	or	embed	it	on	your	website.	Adam	Birney	/	Android	Authority	You	can	also	create	a	custom	link	to	your	map	to	share	directly	with	others.	Click	your	custom	map	on	the	Google	My	Maps	map	editor	site	under	the	Custom	tab.	From	there,	click	the	Share	button	in	the	menu	on	the	left.
Adam	Birney/Android	Authority.	Your	sharing	settings	will	appear.	Here,	enable	the	top	slider	so	that	anyone	with	the	link	can	see	your	custom	map.	Read	more:	How	to	use	Google	Maps	offline	FAQ	Can	others	edit	a	custom	map	I	share	with	them?	Yes,	but	you	have	to	give	them	permission	to	edit.	Otherwise,	the	map	viewer	will	show	the	people	you
share	your	map	with.	In	the	map	viewer,	you	can	also:	view	the	contents	of	the	map,	show	or	hide	layers,	view	the	map	with	satellite	image	sharing,	export	and	print	the	map.	If	you	have	a	map	and	want	to	see	how	it	looks	in	the	map	viewer,	click	Preview	on	the	left	side	of	the	menu.	How	to	create	a	bus	route	in	Google	Maps?	You	don't	need	to	create
a	custom	map	to	find	bus	routes.	Open	Google	Maps	and	select	your	destination.	Select	Routes	and	then	Public	Transport	to	view	available	bus	routes	and	timetables.	How	to	create	a	running	route	in	Google	Maps?	You	can	create	a	custom	map	to	detail	your	running	route	on	Google	Maps.	Use	the	directions	feature	to	follow	your	walking	route	and
use	the	measurement	tool	to	calculate	the	distance	covered.	Your	custom	map	will	be	saved	to	your	Google	Account	when	you	need	to	refer	to	it	on	your	phoneduring	the	race.	run.
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