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I may get commissions for purchases made through links in this post.The water used to brew your espresso or coffee pods contains minerals that cause limescale to build up inside your machine; descaling Nespresso removes those minerals. If left untreated, this can have a negative impact on the temperature and taste of your coffee as well as the
machines water flow. Nespresso machines are not cheap, so learning how to give it a proper deep clean is essential to extending their life.Keep reading to learn more about how to descale Nespresso machines. I have written step by step descaling instructions for every single Nespresso model, including Vertuo and Original. To begin the process, you
will need a descaling solution kit like one of those we review below.nespresso descaling solutionIn addition to daily cleaning, Nespresso recommends you descale your machine every 3 months or 300 capsules, whichever comes first. If your tap has hard water, meaning it contains higher level of minerals, then you should clean your machine more
frequently. If you are not sure about the level of minerals in your water, you can get a low-costwater testing kit.The more premium Nespresso Original models with a built in display will have an alert that will let you know that it is time to descale your machine. The Nespresso Vertuoline has a light that will let you know that it is time to descale. On the
VertuoPlus, the light will be half red and half green, though the green may look yellow to some people. On The Vertuo Next, Vertuo and Evoluo it will be an orange blinking light. To some people, this light may look yellow. You can still use your machine a few times after this warning light turns on, but its best to descale soon as possible.In my
experience with my Vertuo Plus machine, Ive found that the descale light usually doesnt turn on every 3 months. I assume it is triggered by a certain number of brew cycles vs actually being able to sense when the internal components have mineral buildup. To be on the safe side, I descale every 3 months even if the descale alert has not yet turned
on.Nespresso Vertuo Plus Half Red Half Green Descaling LightIt takes around 15 to 20 minutes to finish the process. It cannot be stopped so be sure to start only once you have all of the supplies you need and have enough time to finish it.Nespresso warns that you should NOT descale your machine with vinegar. White vinegar contains 5-8% acetic
acid. This specific type of acid can wear down metal and cause your machine to leak. As a result, using vinegar to clean your Nespresso can void the warranty on your machine.Instead of damaging your machine by using vinegar, you can use one of these descaling kits to maintain your Nespresso machine. These kits contain safer and effective types of
cleansing acids.No products found.This is the official descaling solution kit made byNespressoand the one that I use personally. Nespresso strongly recommends using only this descaler so I like using it because it makes me feel like I am protecting the investment I made in my machine. The primary cleaning agent in it is lactic acid. This descaling
solution will gently eliminate the lime scale that has built up in your machine. Each pack contains 2 kits, so youll get two total uses out of it.No products found.The Eco Descaler for Nespresso Vertuo by Caffenu is a more affordable descaler that also uses lactic acid like the Nespresso solution. It is also phosphate free. You can use it on both Vertuo
and Originalline machines. Each pack contains two bottles, which is good for a total of four uses. If you descale every 3 months, that is a one year supply.No products found.The Impresa descaler is a top selling coffee machine descaler. It uses citric and sulfamic acids. Both are gentle on metal and aluminum. A pack has two bottles, each enough
solution for two uses. That means four total uses, making this the best value generic descaler you can buy.Nespresso Vertuo Next Orange Descaling LightThe Nespresso Vertuo Next, Vertuo, Vertuo Pop and Evoluo all have the same descaling instructions. You need a descaling solution before you get started.Empty the capsule container. Remove the
drip tray and empty it.Add the solution and clean water to the tank, following the instructions on your solution.Close and lock the machine to turn it on. Allow it to heat up. When the light stops flashing, it has finished heating up.Open the machine head and empty any used capsule. Close it and leave the lever in unlocked position towards the
front.Press and hold the button for at least 7 seconds to enter descaling mode. The button will blink rapidly when it is ready. You then have 45 seconds to start the next steps in the descaling process.Turn the lever left towards the lock symbol, then unlock by turning right. Hold the button in the unlocked position for at least 7 seconds.Place a
container that is at least 34 fl oz under the coffee outlet.To start descaling, turn the lever left to lock the machine. Push the button. It will stop when the first phase is done.Empty and rinse the water tank, drip tray and cup support.Fill the water tank with fresh water. Push the button to rinse.When the light stops flashing and becomes steady, the
process is done.Let it sit and dry for at least 10 minutes. To Descale Nespresso Vertuo NextDescaling Nespresso VertuoPlusThe descale instructions for Nespresso Vertuo Plus are a bit different than other models. You need a descaling solution. If you would like to see an illustrated step by step guide for the VertuoPlus, click on the link and see pages
21-23 in the user manual.Turn the machine on by pressing the button.Eject any used capsule. Push the lever down to close.Push the lever for 3 seconds to turn off the coffee maker. Empty the cup support and capsule container.Add the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit.Start descaling by pushing the button and lever
down at the same time for 3 seconds. An orange light will turn on.Press the lever down one time in the next 2 minutes to select descaling. An orange light will come on.Place a 20 fl oz bowl under the coffee outlet.Click on the button to start. It will stop when the process is done.Empty and rinse the water tank and cup support. Then fill the tank with
fresh water and put it back.Push the button again to rinse. It will stop when it is complete, but you can also stop the process by pushing the button once the orange light flashes every 2 seconds.Press the button and the lever down for 3 seconds to exit descaling mode. The light should turn green.Let it sit and dry for 10 minutes before use.Please note
that for the Vertuo Lattissima you need to use TWO descaling solution pouches.Open the machine head and empty any used capsule. Close it and turn the lever towards the lock position. Empty the capsule container. Remove the drip tray and empty it. Remove the water tank and empty it. Add two Nespresso descaling solution pouches to the water
reservoir and then fill to the descale line. That will be approximately 1 liter of water.Take the descaling pipe out of its compartment in the back of the machine and attach it to the milk carafe connector.The Vertuo Lattissima will automatically enter descaling mode. The alert light will blink orange and the cappuccino button will light up.Put a 1 liter
container under the coffee outlet and descaling pipe nozzle. Press the cappuccino button to start descaling. When it is done, the latte macchiato button will light up.Empty the drip tray, used capsule container, cup support and container. Rinse the water tank, fill it up with fresh water to the MAX line and put it back on the unit.Empty and replace the 1
liter container and then press the latte macchiato button to start a rinse cycle. When done, the machine will return to ready mode.Empty the drip tray, used capsule container and cup support. Fill the water tank with fresh water. Carefully dry off any water that may be left behind in the machine head. Nespresso Vertuo LattissimaPlease note that for
the Vertuo Creatista you need to use TWO descaling solution pouches.Open the head and empty any used capsule. Close it and turn the lever to the lock position. Empty the capsule container. Remove the drip tray and empty it. Clean the steam tip holes using the accessory found under the water tank.Remove the water tank and empty it. Add two
Nespresso descaling solution pouches to the water reservoir and then fill to the descale line. That will be approximately 1 liter of water.Put a 1.5 liter container under the coffee outlet and steam wand.Press and hold the steam button and milk temperature buttons for 5 seconds. Then press the steam button only to begin descaling.When the descale
cycle is done, remove, empty and rinse the water tank, 1.5 liter container and drip tray. Refill the water tank to the descale symbol with fresh water only and place it back on the machine, along with the drip tray and container.Press the steam button once to begin the rinse cycle.When the rinse cycle is done, refill the water tank with fresh water.
Empty and rinse the used pod container and drip tray. Nespresso Vertuo CreatistaOpen the lever to eject any used capsule. Empty the drip tray and used capsule container.Enter the menu and browse until you see the descaling option. Select it. The display will guide you through the following steps:Add the solution and water to the tank, following the
instructions on your kit.Insert the hot water spout.Place a 1L container under both the hot water spout and the coffee outlet.Press to confirm and the descaling cycle will begin.When done, empty the drip tray and capsule container again. Rinse with clean water.Fill the water reservoir to the MAX line with fresh drinking water only.Empty the 1L
container and put it back in place.Press to confirm and the rinse cycle will start.The machine will switch off when the rinsing is done. Rinse the hot water spout with clean water. Nespresso Lattissima ProOpen the lever to eject any used capsule. Empty the drip tray, used capsule container, cup support and drop collector.Remove the water tank. Add
the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit.Locate the descaling pipe at the back of the machine. Plug it into the steam connector. Replace the water tank.The machine will enter descale mode. The descaling alert will blink orange while the flat white button turns a steady white.Place a 1L container under the descaling
pipe nozzle and coffee outlet. Press the flat white button to begin the cycle. It will continue until the water tank is empty.Empty and rinse the drip tray, used capsule container, cup support and drop collector. Also empty the 1L container and put it back in its place.Rinse the water tank and fill it with fresh drinking water to the MAX line.Press the flat
white button again to start the rinse cycle.The machine will turn off when the rinse cycle is done. Carefully remove the descaling pipe (it may be hot) and return to the back of the machine.Fill the water reservoir with fresh drinking water to the MAX line. Nespresso Gran LattissimaThe Lattissima One has a descaling alert that will shine orange when
it is time to clean the machine. Follow these steps:Open the lever to eject any used capsule. Empty the drip tray and used capsule container.Add the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit.Place a 1L container under the coffee outlet. Turn the machine on.Locate the descaling pipe at the back of the machine. Plug it into
the steam connector.The machine will enter descale mode. The descaling alert will blink orange while the espresso button turns a steady white.Press the espresso button to begin the cycle. It will continue until the water tank is empty.Empty and rinse the used capsule container, drip tray and container. Also empty the 1L container and put it back in
its place.Rinse the water tank and fill it with fresh drinking water to the MAX line.Press the espresso button again to start the rinse cycle.The machine will turn off when the rinse cycle is done. Carefully remove the descaling pipe (it may be hot) and return to the back of the machine.Fill the water reservoir with fresh drinking water to the MAX line.
Nespresso Lattissima OneWhen the cappuccino button turns orange, it is time to descale the machine. Follow these steps:Open the lever to eject any used capsule. Empty the drip tray and used capsule container.Add the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit. If using the Nespresso solution, fill the tank half way with
water.Locate the descaling pipe from its storage area. Push it onto the steam connector. You should now see that the cappuccino button is blinking orange.Place a 1L container under the coffee outlet and descaling pipe.Press the cappuccino button to begin the cycle. It will continue until the water tank is empty. Empty and rinse the used capsule
container, drip tray and container. Also empty the 1L container and put it back in its place.Rinse the water tank and fill it with fresh drinking water to the top.Press the cappuccino button again to start the rinse cycle.The machine will turn off when the rinse cycle is done. Carefully remove the descaling pipe (it may be hot) and return to the storage
areaFill the water tank with fresh drinking water. Nespresso Lattissima PlusOpen the lever to eject any used capsule. Empty the drip tray and used capsule container.Add the solution and water to the tank, following the steps on your kit. If using the Nespresso solution, fill the tank half way with water.Locate the descaling pipe from its storage area.
Push it onto the steam connector. You should now see that the warm milk button is blinking orange.Place a 1L container under the coffee outlet and descaling pipe.Press the warm milk button to begin the cycle. It will continue until the water tank is empty. Empty and rinse the used capsule container, drip tray and container. Also empty the 1L
container and put it back in its place.Rinse the water tank and fill it with fresh drinking water to the top.Press the warm milk button again to start the rinse cycle.The machine will turn off when the rinse cycle is done. Carefully remove the descaling pipe (it may be hot) and return to the storage areaFill the water tank with fresh drinking water.
Nespresso Lattissima TouchThe Nespresso CitiZ, Pixie and Inissia all have the same descaling instructions. To clean them, you need a descaling solution.Open the lever to eject any used capsule. Empty the drip tray and used capsule container.Add the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit.Place a 1L container under the
coffee outlet. Turn the machine on.Press and hold both the Espresso and Lungo buttons for 3 seconds to enter descaling mode. Both buttons will blink.Press the Lungo button only and the descaling process will start. Wait until the water tank is empty.Pour the contents of the container back into the water tank. Repeat steps 3 and 5.Empty and rinse
the water tank thoroughly. Fill it with fresh drinking water only.Perform a rinse cycle to remove any residue from inside the machine. To do this, repeat steps 3 and 5.Press and hold both the Espresso and Lungo buttons for 3 seconds to exit descale mode. If you do not, the lights will continue to blink. To Descale CitiZNespresso Essenza MiniTo clean
your machine, you need a descaling solution. Your manual has instructions on how to descale. You may also see pdf pages 18-19 in the Nespresso Essenza Mini manual.Open the lever to eject any used capsule. Empty the drip tray and used capsule container.Add the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit.Place a 1L
container under the coffee outlet. Turn the machine on.Press and hold both the Espresso and Lungo buttons for 5 seconds to enter descaling mode. Both buttons will blink.Press the Lungo button only and the descaling process will start. Wait until the water tank is empty.Pour the contents of the container back into the water tank. Repeat steps 3 and
5.Empty and rinse the water tank thoroughly. Fill it with fresh drinking water only.Perform a rinse cycle to remove any residue from inside the machine. To do this, repeat steps 3 and 5.Press and hold both the Espresso and Lungo buttons for 5 seconds to exit descale mode.Empty the drip base. To Descale Essenza MiniTo clean your machine, you
need a descaling solution. Your manual has instructions on how to descale. The instructions are the same for both the Essenza Plus and the CitiZ Platinum.Open the lever to eject any used capsule. Empty the drip tray and used capsule container.Add the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit. If using the Nespresso
solution, fill the tank with fresh water to the half level. Then add one packet of descaler.Place a 1L container under the coffee outlet. Turn the machine on.Press and hold the Espresso, Lungo and Hot Water buttons for 5 seconds to enter descaling mode. All three buttons will blink.Press the Hot Water button only and the descaling process will start.
Wait until the water tank is empty.Discard the contents of the 1L container.Empty and rinse the water tank thoroughly. Fill it with fresh drinking water only.Perform a rinse cycle to remove any residue from inside the machine. To do this, press the Hot Water button only.The Essenza Plus/CitiZ Platinum will shut off automatically once the rinse cycle
is over.Empty the drip base. Plus Descaling StepsTurn on the machine. On the menu, navigate to Descale and select. Follow the on screen instructions. Add the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit.Descaling Nespresso CreatistaTurn on your machine. Rotate the dial to navigate to Maintenance and select. Turn the dial
to Descale and select. Follow the on screen instructions. Add the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit.Open the lever to eject any used capsule. Empty the drip tray and used capsule container.Add the solution and water to the tank, following the instructions on your kit.Place a 1L container under the coffee outlet. Turn
the machine on.While the machine is turned OFF, press and hold both the Ristretto and Steam button together for 5 seconds. This will enter the unit into descale mode. Both buttons will illuminate steadily. Press either the Ristretto or Lungo button to begin descaling.When the cycle is over, discard the liquid from the 1L container and return to it to
its former position.Empty the water tank and rinse clean. Fill the water tank to the MAX line with fresh drinking water.Press either the Ristretto or Steam button to begin a rinse cycle.When the first rinse cycle is done, empty the 1L container and return it. Repeat steps 6 and 7 to run the rinse cycle a second time.When this cycle is done, the Ristretto
and Steam buttons will flash three times and the machine will turn off.Rinse the drip tray and water tank and reattach them to the machine. Fill the tank with clean water to the MAX line. that your Nespresso machine is clean, stock up on your favorite pods or try something new. For inspiration, see our buying guides. Shop by caffeine level or by
intensity level. Empty the drip tray and used capsule container. Make sure there is no pod in the machine.Empty the water tank. Add 1 packet of the Nespresso descaling solution to the reservoir. Then fill it up with 0.5L fresh water.Place a container that is at least 0.6L under the coffee outlet.Turn the machine on by opening the slider.Once all buttons
have stopped flashing, press and hold the three controls for three seconds. The machine will beep and the three buttons will blink quickly.Close the slider to begin the descaling cycle. It will stop when the tank is empty.When it stops, refill the water tank with the water-solution mix that is in the container.Press any button to continue the descale cycle
until the tank empties again.Empty the container. Rinse the empty water tank, drip tray and cup support to remove any residue.Fill the water reservoir with fresh water to the max line.Touch any button to start the rinse cycle. It will stop when the water tank has completely emptied. Empty the drip tray.To exit descale mode, push all 3 buttons for 3
seconds. You will hear a beep and the Nespresso U is now ready for use. Nespresso UFollow the below instructions carefully. The descaling steps are the same whether you have a Nespresso Expert or an Expert&Milk machine.Empty the drip tray and used capsule container. Make sure there is no pod in the machine.Empty the water tank. Add 2
packets of the Nespresso descaling solution to the reservoir. Then fill it up with fresh water to the MAX line. Do not fill above this line!Place a container that is at least 1.2L under the coffee and hot water outlets.Turn the machine off and close the slider. To turn off the machine, turn the temperature dial counter-clockwise until it reaches 0. The light
will blink for 5 seconds and then the unit will turn off.Press and hold the brew button for 6 seconds. Both dials will flash to confirm that you have entered the special functions menu.Turn the recipe dial to the ristretto icon and then press the brew button once.Turn the temperature dial to high and then press the brew button once. The ristretto icon
will start to blink. This confirms that your Nespresso Expert is in descaling mode. It will continue to blink during the entire process. The maintenance light, however, will be steady most of the time. Keep an eye on the maintenance light because it will blink at times when you need to take action during the process.Press the brew button one more time
to start descaling.After a few minutes, the descaling process will temporarily stop and the maintenance light will blink. Empty both the container and the drip tray and return them back to the machine.Push the brew button again. Descaling will resume and keep going until the water tank is completely empty, at which point it will stop.Empty the
container. Rinse the empty water tank, drip tray and cup support to remove any residue.Fill the water reservoir with 1.2L or 41 oz of fresh water. Be sure to not under-fill the tank! if you do, the descale maintenance light will keep blinking after the process is done.Empty the 1.2L container and put it back in place and press the brew button once to
start the rinse cycle.The machine will switch off when the water tank is empty and rinsing is done. on the Nespresso model you have, you may have to manually exit descaling mode. If you dont, the descaling alert may stay on. Eventually you be blocked from making coffee. See my related post for detailed steps on how to exit descaling.Auto Exit
DescalingManual Exit DescalingVertuo NextGran LattissimaLattissima ProLattissima OneLattissima TouchCreatista ProCreatista PlusCreatista UnoEssenza PlusNespresso ExpertVertuo PlusVertuoEvoluoEssenza MiniCitiZPixielnissiaNespresso UAnother common reason why the descale alert stays on is because a step was not completed quickly
enough or did not finish. For example, the Vertuo Plus requires you to complete each step within two minutes of the last. Also, many models will require that you let the water tank completely empty during the rinse cycle. If it doesnt empty all the way, the light will stay on. In that case, you can try running the descaling again from start to finish, this
time using only water and no solution.If all else fails and you cant get out of descaling mode, you may need to reset your Nespresso.Amazon Item Images and Prices Last update on 2025-05-17 / Affiliate links / Images from Amazon Product Advertising API Wondering how to run a Nespresso cleaning cycle? Jump into our guide and find out how to
clean and descale your Nespresso machine. Are you thrilled about how well your new Nespresso is working? To keep it doing that, its important that you take good care of your machine. By this, I mean cleaning and descaling it regularly. But if you dont know how, dont worry. After hours of research, Ive learned how to do that with every single
Nespresso model there is. So keep on reading to find out how to run a Nespresso cleaning cycle. Cleaning is what keeps your machine working properly. Imagine eating out of the same plate, yet never washing it. Food remains will build up, along with bacteria and other harmful pathogens. Well, that exactly will happen to your Nespresso. Not to
mention that coffee deposits inside your machine can also clog it, thus rendering it useless. But all that can easily be avoided if you regularly clean the Nespresso machine. Source: nespresso.com Not every Nespresso machine has a designated cleaning cycle. If thats the case with your model, you can clean the inside of your machine by simply
running a cycle without a Nespresso pod. In the case of models mentioned in this section, there are some differences in how to run a cleaning cycle, and well mention them individually. One thing you should always do before running a cleaning cycle is preparation. This means: Rinsing the water tank in the sink Filling it with water and putting it back
on the Nespresso machine Placing a large container under the outlet for collecting water Ejecting any used capsule from the holder Now, lets see how to clean your Nespresso model. For these few models from the Vertuo Line, heres what you need to do: Turn the machine on. Turn the lever left to the LOCKED position. The machine will start heating
up. Once its finished heating up, the light will be steady white. Then, push the brew button 3 times within a 2-second time frame. Youll see the water flowing out after a minute or so. The cycle will then run for anywhere between 2 and 5 minutes, depending on your model. Throughout the process, the orange light will constantly blink. When it stops,
your machine is good to go. When it comes to Vertuo Plus, the actual cleaning process is the same. The only thing thats different is how you lock your machine. In this case, you simply press the lever down to lock, whereas other Vertuo models require the lever to be pushed to the left. Since it uses milk, Creatista requires regular cleaning of the
frothing system. Doing that is simple. You just need to: Fill the milk jug with water, with the water line hitting between the MIN and MAX marks. Select the MILK function, then press START. Once the cycle is complete, discard the used water and clean the wand with a damp cloth. Descaling is yet another important step in maintaining your
Nespresso machine. You see, water is rich in minerals that affect its taste. Thats why tap and bottled water generally tastes way better than distilled. But those minerals build up inside your machine. And without regular maintenance, they will create a deposit large enough to clog your machine and stop it from working. Luckily, thats easily avoidable
by running a descaling cycle regularly. In this section, well cover every step in the process for your machine. But what you need to do, regardless of the model, is: Empty the capsule container and the drip tray Fill the water tank with a Nespresso descaling solution and water mixture (per instructions) Close and lock the machine Alright, lets start the
descaling process. To descale either of these machines, heres what you need to do: Turn the machine on. It will start heating up, which is indicated by the blinking light. When its ready, the light will turn steady. To enter the descaling mode, hold the button for about 7 seconds. When it starts blinking rapidly, you have a 45-second window of
opportunity to start descaling. To do that, turn the lever left to the lock symbol and push the button. The cycle will start, and the machine will stop automatically when its done. When that happens, empty and rinse the water tank, then refill it with fresh water. Press the button again to rinse the descaling solution from your machine. Your machine is
then good to go. The process is slightly different for the Nespresso Vertuo Plus coffee maker: Turn the machine off. To do that, push down the lever for 3 seconds. Enter the descaling mode by pushing the button and lever down simultaneously for 3 seconds. Once you see the steady orange light, you know youre in the special functions menu. To
choose the DESCALING function, press the lever down a single time. Push the button to start descaling. Once done, your machine will stop automatically. All of these models work on the same principle: To enter the descaling mode, you need to turn your machine on. Then, press ESPRESSO and LUNGO buttons simultaneously for 5 seconds. In the
case of Nespresso U, press all 3 buttons at the same time. LED lights will blink to indicate you have entered the descaling mode. Press the LUNGO button to start descaling (close the slider for Nespresso U to do the same). Once the water tank is empty, rinse and refill it with fresh water. Repeat the process to get rid of the descaling solution inside
your machine. To exit the descaling mode, press both ESPRESSO and LUNGO buttons for 5 seconds (1 second for Pixie, 3 for Citiz) Heres how to descale one of these models: Take the descaling pipe thats situated on the back side of your machine. Plug it into the steam connector. This will turn on the descaling mode, indicated by the illuminated
ESPRESSO button for Lattissima One. Lattissima Touch has the WARM MILK FROTH illuminated, while Gran Lattissima has FLAT WHITE. Press the ESPRESSO button (or whatever option is illuminated, depending on the model). Once done, rinse and refill the water tank, then run the process again with clean water. The machine will turn off when
the process is done. Then, you can remove and store the descaling pipe. If you own this model, the coffee machine will guide you through the process. You just need to: Plug the pipe, then enter the menu. Find and select the descaling option, then follow the instructions. To descale this Nespresso coffee machine, you need to: Press the brewing button
for 6 seconds while your machine is off and the slider is closed. On the recipe dial, select the RISTRETTO icon, then press the brewing button to confirm. On the temperature dial, select I (highest temperature) to enter the descaling mode. Press the brewing button to start the process. Repeat the whole thing with clean water to remove any residue.
Descaling these machines is pretty straightforward: Rotate the dial to select MAINTENANCE. Select the DESCALE mode. Follow the instructions on the screen. Heres how to descale Maestria: Turn the machine on. Then, set the ESPRESSO button to 4 and LUNGO to 1. Press and hold the ESPRESSO button while turning the machine on to enter
descaling mode. Set the steam handle to the STEAM icon. Press the LUNGO button to start descaling. Once the cycle is done, rinse with fresh water. When youre done descaling, move the handle to the OFF position. Nespresso recommends cleaning your machine every day. And to be honest, your machine can never be too clean. So if possible, Id
recommend doing the same thing. As for descaling, that should be done every few months, depending on how often youre using it and if you are using hard water. Many models, like Vertuo and Lattissima line, will signal your machine needs descaling with an orange light indicator. But thats not always the case. However, there are some clear signs
your machine needs descaling, like: Your coffee tastes burnt Your Nespresso is making weird noises when brewing The coffee is poured very slowly Your drink is mild In the case youre experiencing any of these, your machine needs descaling. Your Nespresso machine needs regular cleaning and descaling to operate properly. Luckily, Nespresso made
these processes rather simple. Typically, they require your input and a bit of time, but theyre definitely worth the effort. Maintaining your machine is the key to longevity! Have issues with your Nespresso? Heres our troubleshooting guide on common problems and how to fix them. You are on the main content UPDATE PREFERENCES Pressing this
button will close this page and redirect you to the My Account Contact Preferences section so that you can update Nespresso contact preferences. KEEP PREFERENCES Pressing this button will confirm all your current settings on how Nespresso will contact you in the future and close this page Wondering how to run a Nespresso cleaning cycle?
Jump into our guide and find out how to clean and descale your Nespresso machine. Are you thrilled about how well your new Nespresso is working? To keep it doing that, its important that you take good care of your machine. By this, I mean cleaning and descaling it regularly. But if you dont know how, dont worry. After hours of research, Ive
learned how to do that with every single Nespresso model there is. So keep on reading to find out how to run a Nespresso cleaning cycle. Cleaning is what keeps your machine working properly. Imagine eating out of the same plate, yet never washing it. Food remains will build up, along with bacteria and other harmful pathogens. Well, that exactly
will happen to your Nespresso. Not to mention that coffee deposits inside your machine can also clog it, thus rendering it useless. But all that can easily be avoided if you regularly clean the Nespresso machine. Source: nespresso.com Not every Nespresso machine has a designated cleaning cycle. If thats the case with your model, you can clean the
inside of your machine by simply running a cycle without a Nespresso pod. In the case of models mentioned in this section, there are some differences in how to run a cleaning cycle, and well mention them individually. One thing you should always do before running a cleaning cycle is preparation. This means: Rinsing the water tank in the sink Filling
it with water and putting it back on the Nespresso machine Placing a large container under the outlet for collecting water Ejecting any used capsule from the holder Now, lets see how to clean your Nespresso model. For these few models from the Vertuo Line, heres what you need to do: Turn the machine on. Turn the lever left to the LOCKED
position. The machine will start heating up. Once its finished heating up, the light will be steady white. Then, push the brew button 3 times within a 2-second time frame. Youll see the water flowing out after a minute or so. The cycle will then run for anywhere between 2 and 5 minutes, depending on your model. Throughout the process, the orange
light will constantly blink. When it stops, your machine is good to go. When it comes to Vertuo Plus, the actual cleaning process is the same. The only thing thats different is how you lock your machine. In this case, you simply press the lever down to lock, whereas other Vertuo models require the lever to be pushed to the left. Since it uses milk,
Creatista requires regular cleaning of the frothing system. Doing that is simple. You just need to: Fill the milk jug with water, with the water line hitting between the MIN and MAX marks. Select the MILK function, then press START. Once the cycle is complete, discard the used water and clean the wand with a damp cloth. Descaling is yet another
important step in maintaining your Nespresso machine. You see, water is rich in minerals that affect its taste. Thats why tap and bottled water generally tastes way better than distilled. But those minerals build up inside your machine. And without regular maintenance, they will create a deposit large enough to clog your machine and stop it from
working. Luckily, thats easily avoidable by running a descaling cycle regularly. In this section, well cover every step in the process for your machine. But what you need to do, regardless of the model, is: Empty the capsule container and the drip tray Fill the water tank with a Nespresso descaling solution and water mixture (per instructions) Close and
lock the machine Alright, lets start the descaling process. To descale either of these machines, heres what you need to do: Turn the machine on. It will start heating up, which is indicated by the blinking light. When its ready, the light will turn steady. To enter the descaling mode, hold the button for about 7 seconds. When it starts blinking rapidly, you
have a 45-second window of opportunity to start descaling. To do that, turn the lever left to the lock symbol and push the button. The cycle will start, and the machine will stop automatically when its done. When that happens, empty and rinse the water tank, then refill it with fresh water. Press the button again to rinse the descaling solution from your
machine. Your machine is then good to go. The process is slightly different for the Nespresso Vertuo Plus coffee maker: Turn the machine off. To do that, push down the lever for 3 seconds. Enter the descaling mode by pushing the button and lever down simultaneously for 3 seconds. Once you see the steady orange light, you know youre in the special
functions menu. To choose the DESCALING function, press the lever down a single time. Push the button to start descaling. Once done, your machine will stop automatically. All of these models work on the same principle: To enter the descaling mode, you need to turn your machine on. Then, press ESPRESSO and LUNGO buttons simultaneously for 5
seconds. In the case of Nespresso U, press all 3 buttons at the same time. LED lights will blink to indicate you have entered the descaling mode. Press the LUNGO button to start descaling (close the slider for Nespresso U to do the same). Once the water tank is empty, rinse and refill it with fresh water. Repeat the process to get rid of the descaling
solution inside your machine. To exit the descaling mode, press both ESPRESSO and LUNGO buttons for 5 seconds (1 second for Pixie, 3 for Citiz) Heres how to descale one of these models: Take the descaling pipe thats situated on the back side of your machine. Plug it into the steam connector. This will turn on the descaling mode, indicated by the
illuminated ESPRESSO button for Lattissima One. Lattissima Touch has the WARM MILK FROTH illuminated, while Gran Lattissima has FLAT WHITE. Press the ESPRESSO button (or whatever option is illuminated, depending on the model). Once done, rinse and refill the water tank, then run the process again with clean water. The machine will turn
off when the process is done. Then, you can remove and store the descaling pipe. If you own this model, the coffee machine will guide you through the process. You just need to: Plug the pipe, then enter the menu. Find and select the descaling option, then follow the instructions. To descale this Nespresso coffee machine, you need to: Press the
brewing button for 6 seconds while your machine is off and the slider is closed. On the recipe dial, select the RISTRETTO icon, then press the brewing button to confirm. On the temperature dial, select I (highest temperature) to enter the descaling mode. Press the brewing button to start the process. Repeat the whole thing with clean water to remove
any residue. Descaling these machines is pretty straightforward: Rotate the dial to select MAINTENANCE. Select the DESCALE mode. Follow the instructions on the screen. Heres how to descale Maestria: Turn the machine on. Then, set the ESPRESSO button to 4 and LUNGO to 1. Press and hold the ESPRESSO button while turning the machine on
to enter descaling mode. Set the steam handle to the STEAM icon. Press the LUNGO button to start descaling. Once the cycle is done, rinse with fresh water. When youre done descaling, move the handle to the OFF position. Nespresso recommends cleaning your machine every day. And to be honest, your machine can never be too clean. So if
possible, Id recommend doing the same thing. As for descaling, that should be done every few months, depending on how often youre using it and if you are using hard water. Many models, like Vertuo and Lattissima line, will signal your machine needs descaling with an orange light indicator. But thats not always the case. However, there are some
clear signs your machine needs descaling, like: Your coffee tastes burnt Your Nespresso is making weird noises when brewing The coffee is poured very slowly Your drink is mild In the case youre experiencing any of these, your machine needs descaling. Your Nespresso machine needs regular cleaning and descaling to operate properly. Luckily,
Nespresso made these processes rather simple. Typically, they require your input and a bit of time, but theyre definitely worth the effort. Maintaining your machine is the key to longevity! Have issues with your Nespresso? Heres our troubleshooting guide on common problems and how to fix them. Nespresso GuidesKeurig GuidesNespresso
GuidesNespresso GuidesNespresso GuidesNespresso GuidesNespresso GuidesNespresso GuidesOther Coffee & Espresso MachinesNespresso GuidesNespresso GuidesKeurig GuidesNespresso GuidesNespresso GuidesRecipes Download Article Keep your machine working great and your coffee tasting delicious Download Article When your Nespresso
machine isnt working well or if your coffee has an "off" flavor, then its time to clean and descale it. While regular cleaning keeps your coffeemaker looking great, descaling will clean out any residue built-up inside. We spoke with Raymond Chiu, a professional home cleaner, to learn how to put your machine into the descale setting and routinely clean
any Nespresso machine! Fill your Nespresso machines reservoir with descaling solution or a mix of vinegar and water. Switch your Nespresso machine to descale mode, and run the solution through your machine. Once it finishes, run clean water through the machine to rinse it out. 1Empty the capsule container and drip tray. Before you start
descaling, open the lever on your machine to eject the last capsule. Remove the capsule container and dump all the used capsules into your trash. Then, pour out any liquid left in the drip tray. Replace the components and turn your machine on.[1]The capsule container and drip tray are usually located on the side or back of your Nespresso machine,
but check your models instruction manual for its exact location. 2Fill the reservoir with either descaling solution or white vinegar. Nespresso officially recommends their descaling solution, but many people have had success using distilled white vinegar in a pinch. For the homemade solution, fill the reservoir with equal parts water and vinegar.[2]
Otherwise, Raymond Chiu, a professional house cleaner, recommends you "Fill the water tank with the suggested ratio of water and descaling product on the packaging, which is about 3 parts water, 1 part descaler.Nespresso officially recommends pouring in a pack of descaling solution and adding about 17 fluid ounces (500mL) of water.
[3]Alternatively, you may make a citric acid solution. Mix 2 tablespoons (22.8 g) of citric acid with about 34 fluid ounces (1,000mL) of water. Then, add it to your tank.[4]If you have hard water at home, then use distilled water in the reservoir for a more effective cleaning. Advertisement 3Switch your Nespresso machine to descaling mode. Each
Nespresso machine has a unique way to enter descaling mode. Typically, youll press and hold down specific buttons to start the cycle.[5] Chiu states that the buttons will start blinking after about 3 seconds when you enter the descaling cycle. To clean a Nespresso Vertuo machine, hold the top button down for around 7 seconds.For the Pixie, Inissia,
and CitiZ models, press down the 2 flashing buttons and hold them for approximately 3 seconds.For the Prodigio model, press the 3 coffee buttons at the same time and hold them for 6 seconds to enter descaling mode.4Press the flashing buttons to start cleaning the machine. Place a large mug or container under the machines spout, and press any of
the blinking coffee buttons to start descaling. As the cycle runs, the solution will move through your Nespresso machine to remove any limescale or calcium buildup inside and empty into the mug.[6]When the solution finishes running through your machine, you may hear it beeping or the buttons will start blinking again.Descaling usually takes around
1020 minutes.Chiu says that on some models you may need to "press and hold the button to pour out the water tank."5Rinse the reservoir, drip tray, and cup support. Toss the cleaning solution in the mug down your sink drain. Then, remove the water tank, drip tray, and cup support from the machine. Rinse them thoroughly with warm water to get
rid of all of the residue from the descaling solution. Pat the components dry with a clean cloth and reassemble your machine.[7]Avoid putting any pieces of your Nespresso machine in your dishwasher because they could get damaged.6Refill the reservoir with water and run the machine again. Refill the water reservoir with clean water. Place the large
mug back under the coffee outlet, and click one of the blinking lights to run the machine once more. As the clean water runs through your machine, it will rinse out any leftover cleaner or residue still trapped inside. When its finished, empty the water out from the mug.[8]If you descale your Nespresso machine with vinegar or citric acid, refill the
reservoir and run a rinse cycle 12 more times to get rid of any residual odors and flavors.7Switch your machine out of descaling mode. Some Nespresso machines, like the Vertuo, switch out of descaling mode automatically. On other models, you may have to press and hold the same buttons you used to turn the cycle on. After that, your machine is
ready to brew coffee again.[9]Let the machine dry for at least 10 minutes before using it. Advertisement 1Descale your Nespresso machine every 3 months or after 300 uses. Limescale and calcium deposits build up over time, so run the descale cycle either after 3 months or after using 300 capsules (whichever one comes first). Some models may have
a light that blinks as soon as its time to descale your machine.[10]If you live in an area with hard water, then you may need to clean your Nespresso every 1 or 2 months.If youre able to connect your machine to the Nespresso app, it will notify you when its time to descale.2Descale the machine once it runs poorly or makes bad-tasting coffee. As
residue builds up inside your Nespresso machine, it may affect the performance and flavor of your coffee. If you notice any of the following signs, descale your Nespresso as soon as you have the chance.[11]Your coffee tastes burnt or has an off flavorYour coffee isnt as warm as it used to beYour Nespresso machine makes a lot of noise during the brew
cycle Advertisement 1Wipe the drip tray and capsule container with soapy water each day. Pull the drip tray and capsule container out from your Nespresso machine. Wet a lint-free cloth with warm water and dish detergent, and wipe out any debris. If there is any buildup in the drip tray, gently scrub it away. Rinse the drip tray and capsule container
with warm water, and let it air dry.[12]Without proper cleaning, your drip tray could quickly grow bacteria and mold.2Wash out the water reservoir. Take out the water reservoir from your machine and empty it out into your sink. Wash the reservoir and its lid with mild dish soap, and wipe it down with a lint-free cloth. Rinse the soap out with warm
water, making sure to remove all suds.[13]Let the lid and water reservoir air-dry before reattaching them. You can also dry it with a clean lint-free cloth if you want to use your machine right away.3Wipe the capsule detector lens with a dry cloth. The detector lens is located inside the machine, and is easy to access when you remove the drip tray and
capsule container. Take a soft, dry cloth and gently wipe any smudges off of the lens.[14]Avoid using any soap or water on the lens so you dont accidentally damage the machine.4Wipe down the exterior and external parts after each use. Wet a cloth with warm water, and wipe the coffee outlet and outside cover of your Nespresso machine. Be sure to
wipe out the cup support and the inside of the capsule holder as well.[15]If your Nespresso model has a steam wand or milk container, empty them out and wipe them down with soapy water.5Run the cleaning cycle if your Nespresso has one. Some Nespresso models have special cleaning cycles that run hot water through the machine to rinse them
out. Fill the reservoir with clean water, place a mug under the coffee outlet, and follow your machines instructions to start the cleaning mode.[16]Cleaning cycles usually only take 57 minutes to run.Run the cleaning cycle every 23 weeks to help clear out any residue. This also helps keep your Nespresso machine cleaner in between descaling
cycles.6Avoid strong chemical cleaners on your Nespresso machine. Chemicals like standard kitchen cleaners and bleach can damage your coffee machine, so steer clear of them when youre cleaning. Stick to mild dish soap and warm water any time you clean your machine.[17]Never submerge any part of your machine in water or other liquids.Avoid
using sponges because they can break apart and leave residue inside your machine. Advertisement Add New Question Question Can you use vinegar to clean Nespresso machine? Yes you can! Fill the container with 2 parts water and 1 part white vinegar. After you run the vinegar solution through the machine, be sure to follow up with 5 more cycles
of plain water. Question Is it best to leave my Nespresso Vertuo machine opened or closed when not in use? In my experience, leaving it closed keeps dirt or other particles from getting in. Question How often do you clean a Nespresso machine? Clean the drip tray every day. You should also empty the capsule container and change the water on a
daily basis too. Be sure to descale the machine every 3 months with water and a descaling solution. See more answers Ask a Question Advertisement Thanks Thanks The advice in this section is based on the lived experiences of wikiHow readers like you. If you have a helpful tip youd like to share on wikiHow, please submit it in the field below. Fold a
paper towel or napkin to fit inside the drip tray. Dampen it and squeeze out the excess water. Then, place the folded paper towel in the drip tray to protect it from getting dirty. That way, you only need to change the napkin every two weeks or so. Always use fresh water in the reservoir each time you use your machine to ensure the best coffee flavor.
If you can't remember the last time you used your machine, replace the water. Before brewing coffee, run a shot of hot water into your cup to warm it up. This helps maintain the coffee's temperature and aroma, ensuring a more enjoyable experience. Advertisement Thanks Thanks Advertisement This article was co-authored by Raymond Chiu and by
wikiHow staff writer, Hunter Rising. Raymond Chiu is the owner of Maid Sailors Cleaning Service, offering affordable residential and office cleaning services. Since its founding in 2014 in New York City, Maid Sailors has expanded to several cities, including Boston, Chicago, and Austin. The company has earned a reputation as one of the most reliable
and best cleaning services in the industry. This article has been viewed 951,124 times. Co-authors: 18 Updated: January 17, 2025 Views:951,124 Categories: Featured Articles | Coffee Machines | Cleaning Kitchen Appliances PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 951,124 times. "Descaling liquid
came without instructions, and I had misplaced the original manual, so this article was helpful (how to enter descaling mode was also helpful)."..." more Share your story Are you a proud owner of a Delonghi Nespresso machine? If so, youre probably enjoying delicious cups of coffee every morning. But did you know that regular cleaning is crucial for
maintaining the performance and taste of your machine? In this article, well provide you with essential tips on how to clean a Delonghi Nespresso machine in pristine condition and ensure a consistently excellent coffee experience.Cleaning your Delonghi Nespresso machine is not only about hygiene but also about taste. Over time, coffee residue, oil,
and mineral deposits can build up, affecting the flavor of your coffee. By following our step-by-step cleaning guide, you can remove these unwanted elements and restore the full aroma of your favorite beverage.Regular maintenance and cleaning also prevent the growth of bacteria and mold inside the machine, guaranteeing a hygienic brewing
process. Furthermore, keeping your Delonghi Nespresso machine clean and well-maintained can extend its lifespan, saving you money on repairs or replacement in the long run.Stay tuned for our detailed guide on how to clean your Delonghi Nespresso machine, featuring easy-to-follow steps and handy DIY cleaning solutions. With our tips, youll be
able to enjoy the perfect cup of coffee every time you brew with your Delonghi Nespresso machine!Why Cleaning is Important?Cleaning your Delonghi Nespresso machine is crucial for several reasons. Firstly, regular cleaning helps remove coffee residue, oil, and mineral deposits that can build up over time and affect the taste of your coffee. Nobody
wants a bitter cup of Joe due to neglected maintenance. By keeping your machine clean, you ensure that each brew is as delicious as the last.Cleaning also prevents bacteria and mold from growing inside the machine, ensuring a hygienic brewing process. Lets face it no one wants to drink coffee made in a dirty machine. By maintaining a clean
environment, you can enjoy your coffee without worrying about any unwanted contaminants.Additionally, regular maintenance and cleaning can help extend the lifespan of your machine. Just like any other appliance, your Nespresso machine requires care to keep it running smoothly. Cleaning removes buildup that can affect its performance,
ultimately saving you the trouble and expense of repairs or replacements in the long run. A little effort now can go a long way in preserving your investment.Regular cleaning helps remove coffee residue, oil, and mineral deposits that can build up over time and affect the taste of your coffee.Cleaning also prevents bacteria and mold from growing
inside the machine, ensuring a hygienic brewing process.Additionally, maintenance and cleaning can help extend the lifespan of your machine, saving you money in the long run. To ensure your Delonghi Nespresso machine remains in top condition and continues to produce high-quality coffee, its important to clean it regularly. Follow these simple
steps to effectively clean your machine:Start by removing any used coffee capsules from the machine and empty the drip tray and capsule container.Detach the water tank and wash it with warm, soapy water. Rinse thoroughly and dry before reattaching.Remove the drip tray and grid, then wash them with warm, soapy water. Rinse and dry before
placing them back.Prepare a descaling solution as per the manufacturers instructions and fill the water tank with it.Place a container large enough to hold all the descaling solution under the coffee outlet.Turn on the machine and allow the descaling solution to flow through the machine. Follow the instructions to complete the descaling process.Once
the descaling process is complete, rinse the water tank thoroughly and fill it with clean water.Run a few cycles of clean water through the machine to flush out any remaining descaling solution.After rinsing, wipe the exterior of the machine with a damp cloth to remove any residue or stains.Finally, reassemble all the parts and enjoy a freshly cleaned
Nespresso machine!Cleaning your Delonghi Nespresso machine doesnt have to be a hassle. By following these steps regularly, you can keep your machine running smoothly and your coffee tasting delicious. Remember to refer to your machines user manual for specific cleaning instructions and recommendations from the manufacturer.Keeping your
Nespresso Machine Clean and FreshRegular cleaning is the key to maintaining the optimal performance of your Nespresso machine and ensuring every cup of coffee is as perfect as the first.By following this step-by-step guide, youll have no trouble cleaning your Delonghi Nespresso machine properly. Incorporate these easy cleaning tips into your
routine and enjoy consistently great-tasting coffee every time.DIY Cleaning Solutions1. Cleaning Nespresso Machine with VinegarIf youre looking for a natural and effective cleaning solution for your Delonghi Nespresso machine, vinegar is a great option. Vinegar has acidic properties that can help remove stubborn coffee stains, mineral buildup, and
any lingering odors.To clean your machine with vinegar, follow these steps:Fill the water tank with a mixture of equal parts vinegar and water.Place a container under the coffee outlet to catch the liquid.Turn on the machine and run a brewing cycle without any coffee capsules.Discard the liquid and repeat the process with plain water to rinse out any
vinegar residue.2. DIY Cleaning Solutions for Delonghi Nespresso Machinelf you prefer homemade cleaning solutions, here are a few recipes you can try:Citric Acid Solution: Mix 1 tablespoon of citric acid with 1 cup of water. Use this solution to descale and clean the machine.Lemon Juice Solution: Squeeze the juice of one lemon into a cup of water.
This solution can help remove coffee stains and freshen up your machine.Remember to always consult your machines manual and follow the manufacturers instructions for cleaning and maintenance. Regular cleaning using these DIY solutions will help keep your Delonghi Nespresso machine in top condition and ensure the best tasting
coffee.ConclusionIn conclusion, regular cleaning and maintenance of your Delonghi Nespresso machine are crucial for ensuring optimal performance and consistently delicious coffee. By following the step-by-step guide provided and utilizing the recommended cleaning solutions, you can keep your machine in excellent condition and enjoy perfect
cups of coffee every time.Investing a little time in cleaning your Delonghi Nespresso machine will yield numerous benefits. Not only will it help maintain the machines efficiency, but it will also extend its lifespan, ultimately saving you money in the long run.By prioritizing the cleaning process and adopting regular maintenance practices, you can keep
your Delonghi Nespresso machine running smoothly for years to come, while enjoying the best possible coffee experience at home. It is recommended to clean your Delonghi Nespresso machine after every 200 capsules or at least once a month.How do I clean the water tank of my Delonghi Nespresso machine?To clean the water tank, remove it from
the machine and rinse it with clean water. Avoid using any abrasive materials or cleaners. Allow the tank to air dry before placing it back into the machine.Can I use vinegar to clean my Delonghi Nespresso machine?Yes, you can use a mixture of equal parts white vinegar and water to descale your Delonghi Nespresso machine. Run the descaling
solution through the machine according to the manufacturers instructions, and then rinse it thoroughly with clean water.How should I clean the exterior of my Delonghi Nespresso machine?To clean the exterior of your Delonghi Nespresso machine, use a soft damp cloth and mild detergent. Avoid using abrasive cleaners or solvents, as they can
damage the machines surface.Can I clean the brewing unit of my Delonghi Nespresso machine?No, the brewing unit of your Delonghi Nespresso machine should not be disassembled or cleaned by the user. If necessary, refer to the user manual for instructions on how to clean and maintain the brewing unit.How do I descale my Delonghi Nespresso
machine?To descale your Delonghi Nespresso machine, follow the instructions provided by the manufacturer. Generally, it involves running a descaling solution through the machine to remove mineral deposits. Regular descaling helps maintain optimal performance and prolongs the lifespan of the machine.
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