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Malcolm's	parents	were	a	key	part	of	shaping	his	life	and	worldview.	His	father,	a	freelance	Baptist	preacher,	was	deeply	committed	to	the	teachings	of	Marcus	Garvey,	an	African	American	civil	rights	leader	who	emphasized	the	need	for	Black	people	to	gain	their	freedom	from	white	dominance.	Malcolm	inherited	his	lighter	skin	tone	from	his
mother,	who	was	from	the	West	Indies.	This	racial	distinction	had	significant	implications	for	how	Malcolm's	parents	treated	him	as	a	child.	From	a	young	age,	Malcolm	noticed	that	his	parents'	attitudes	toward	him	were	influenced	by	his	skin	color.	He	understood	that	being	light-skinned	meant	he	received	more	attention	and	favor	than	his	siblings.
This	experience	helped	Malcolm	grasp	the	profound	impact	of	skin	color	on	one's	treatment	in	society.	Malcolm	get	job	in	Harlem	as	sales	assistant,	but	he	become	shoe	shiner	to	make	more	money.	He	learn	about	social	status	of	African	Americans	and	how	people	treat	them	unfairly.	In	prison,	no	money	is	used	as	currency,	only	cigarettes	are
accepted.	Malcolm	know	if	he	continue	with	crime,	he	will	be	caught	and	killed.	His	father	was	murdered	by	a	gangster	when	Malcolm	was	young.	At	school,	Malcolm	excel	in	football.	To	please	madam,	he	must	stand	by	the	door	and	take	white	men	into	Harlem.	Malcolm	learn	to	detect	frauds	and	bad	poker	faces.	People	think	he	is	older	because	of
his	street	smarts.	He	notice	that	white	men	who	come	to	Harlem	are	often	high	on	drugs	or	drunk.	Malcolm	talk	about	racism	and	oppression	with	Hymie,	his	friend.	Malcolm	say	Harlem	lose	its	beauty	and	nightlife	when	it	become	a	ghetto.	Malcolm	impress	people	by	dating	Sophia,	a	beautiful	woman.
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