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A	sudden	power	outage	can	disrupt	your	home’s	comfort,	and	it’s	frustrating	to	discover	your	AC	unit	not	working	after	the	power	returns.	This	guide	explores	why	your	air	conditioner	may	not	restart	after	a	power	interruption,	the	technical	reasons	behind	the	issue,	and	step-by-step	troubleshooting	for	safe	and	effective	resolution.	Learn	expert	tips,
when	to	call	a	professional,	and	how	to	prevent	future	AC	issues	related	to	power	outages.	Common	Reasons	AC	Units	Fail	After	A	Power	Outage	An	air	conditioning	unit	can	fail	to	operate	after	a	power	outage	due	to	several	reasons.	The	most	frequent	include	blown	fuses,	tripped	circuit	breakers,	compressor	lockouts,	thermostat	malfunctions,	and
power	surges	damaging	electronic	components.	Tripped	Circuit	Breaker:	Power	surges	during	outages	often	trip	a	breaker	to	prevent	further	damage.	Blown	Fuses:	High	currents	can	blow	a	fuse	in	the	disconnect	box	or	main	board.	Thermostat	Malfunction:	Power	surges	or	loss	may	reset	or	damage	the	thermostat’s	programming.	Compressor
Lockout:	Safety	features	may	lock	out	the	system	until	manually	reset.	Capacitor	or	Contactor	Damage:	Surges	can	harm	these	critical	electrical	components.	Dirty	or	Clogged	Air	Filters:	Outage	conditions	may	worsen	pre-existing	airflow	problems.	Identifying	the	specific	cause	is	the	first	step	toward	getting	your	AC	back	in	action.	How	Power
Outages	Affect	Your	AC	System	During	a	sudden	power	loss,	voltage	fluctuations	and	surges	can	stress	sensitive	electronic	components	within	your	AC	unit.	When	power	returns,	the	reactive	surge	may	damage	circuit	boards,	fuses,	or	the	outdoor	condenser.	AC	systems	are	equipped	to	handle	minor	surges,	but	severe	spikes	can	be	problematic.
Modern	AC	units	contain	microprocessors	and	control	boards	susceptible	to	corruption	or	failure,	requiring	resets	or	technical	servicing	after	abrupt	outages.	First	Steps:	Immediate	Actions	To	Take	Once	power	is	restored	and	your	AC	unit	is	not	working,	begin	with	these	crucial	steps:	Call	888-896-7031	for	Free	Local	HVAC	Quotes	–	Compare	and
Save	Today!	Turn	Off	The	Thermostat:	Set	your	thermostat	to	“off”	to	prevent	demand	on	the	system	during	troubleshooting.	Wait	5–10	Minutes:	Give	the	system	time	to	reset	internal	protections	and	equalize	pressure	in	the	compressor.	Check	Circuit	Breakers:	Inspect	your	electrical	panel.	If	the	breaker	for	the	AC	is	tripped,	reset	it	by	turning	it
fully	off	and	then	on.	Detailed	Troubleshooting	Guide	Follow	these	steps	to	troubleshoot	an	AC	unit	not	working	after	a	power	outage.	Each	step	is	designed	for	homeowner	safety	and	efficacy—proceed	cautiously	or	consult	a	professional	if	unsure.	Resetting	The	Thermostat	Turn	the	thermostat	OFF.	Wait	at	least	30	seconds,	then	turn	the	breaker	for
your	AC	unit	OFF	at	the	home’s	main	electrical	panel.	Wait	1–5	minutes,	then	turn	the	breaker	ON.	Turn	the	thermostat	ON	and	set	it	several	degrees	below	the	current	room	temperature.	Wait	for	the	AC	to	cycle	on,	which	may	take	several	minutes.	This	simple	sequence	can	often	restore	normal	function	after	an	outage.	Examining	The	Outdoor
Disconnect	Box	Locate	the	outdoor	disconnect	box	near	your	condenser.	Ensure	any	fuse	inside	hasn’t	blown	by	visually	checking	or	using	a	continuity	tester.	Replace	blown	fuses	with	the	exact	rated	replacement	if	necessary.	Only	attempt	this	if	comfortable	working	with	basic	electrical	components.	Checking	For	Filter	And	Airflow	Issues	Inspect
return	air	filters.	Replace	if	dirty	to	restore	airflow.	Low	airflow	can	trigger	safety	shutoffs	or	cause	the	compressor	to	overheat,	worsening	a	post-outage	scenario.	Inspecting	The	Outdoor	Unit	Look	for	obvious	signs	of	damage	(burnt	wiring,	tripped	disconnect	switches).	Listen	for	unusual	sounds	or	total	silence	when	the	thermostat	calls	for	cooling.
Damage	here	may	signal	a	need	for	professional	intervention.	When	Your	AC	Won’t	Turn	On:	Electrical	Component	Failures	Many	AC	failures	following	an	outage	stem	from	electrical	component	damage:	Call	888-896-7031	for	Free	Local	HVAC	Quotes	–	Compare	and	Save	Today!	Start/Run	Capacitors:	Power	surges	frequently	damage	these,
preventing	the	compressor	or	fan	from	starting.	Contactor	Relays:	The	switch	mechanism	controlling	power	to	the	compressor	and	fan	can	stick	or	burn	out	from	spikes.	Circuit	Boards:	Electronic	control	boards	are	particularly	vulnerable	to	voltage	fluctuations.	Unless	you	have	proper	electrical	experience,	leave	component	replacement	to	licensed
professionals.	Thermostat	Issues	After	A	Power	Outage	Smart	and	digital	thermostats,	especially,	may	lose	settings	or	malfunction	after	outages	due	to	memory	corruption	or	low	battery	backup.	Corrective	steps	include:	Replace	batteries	in	the	thermostat,	if	applicable.	Reprogram	or	reset	the	thermostat	following	manufacturer	instructions.	Check
Wi-Fi	connections	for	smart	thermostats.	A	malfunctioning	thermostat	can	prevent	your	AC	from	receiving	the	signal	to	start.	Safety	Lockouts	And	Timed	Delays	Some	AC	units	use	built-in	safety	time	delays.	Compressor	reset	circuits	may	prevent	immediate	restart	to	protect	against	rapid	cycling	or	high	head	pressure.	If	your	system	includes	these
features:	Wait	up	to	30	minutes	for	automatic	reset	cycles	to	complete.	Refer	to	your	user	manual	regarding	lockout	signals	or	blinking	indicator	lights.	Persistent	lockouts	even	after	waiting	signal	a	deeper	electrical	issue.	Step-By-Step	Table:	Troubleshooting	AC	After	Power	Outage	Troubleshooting	Step	What	To	Check	Action	When	To	Call	A	Pro
Thermostat	Reset	Blank	display,	incorrect	settings	Change	batteries,	reprogram,	reset	If	unresponsive	or	display	errors	persist	Circuit	Breaker	Tripped/Off	breaker	for	AC	Fully	reset	breaker	If	breaker	won’t	stay	reset	Air	Filter	Dirty	or	clogged	Replace	filter	If	cooling	doesn’t	resume	post-replacement	Outdoor	Disconnect	Blown	fuse,	loose	wires
Replace	fuse	(if	safe	to	do	so)	If	re-blow	or	wiring	is	burnt/melted	Component	Failure	No	sound,	no	fan	or	compressor	action	Inspect	visually	If	damage	or	burnt	smell	detected	AC	Maintenance	And	Prevention	Tips	For	Outage	Recovery	The	best	way	to	minimize	future	outage-related	AC	failures	is	preventive	maintenance	and	appropriate	surge
protection.	Practical	steps	include:	Annual	Professional	Tune-Ups:	Technicians	can	check	for	aging	capacitors	and	loose	wiring,	reducing	outage	risks.	Surge	Protectors:	Install	whole-home	or	dedicated	surge	protectors	for	HVAC	systems	to	guard	against	voltage	spikes.	Regular	Air	Filter	Changes:	Replace	every	1–3	months	during	heavy	use	to
ensure	optimal	airflow.	Clear	Outdoor	Debris:	Keep	shrubs,	grass,	and	leaves	away	from	the	condenser	to	prevent	overheating	problems.	These	proactive	steps	can	keep	your	system	resilient	and	minimize	risks	from	future	power	disruptions.	Professional	Help:	When	To	Call	An	HVAC	Technician	While	many	homeowners	can	safely	reset	a	breaker,
change	filters,	or	reprogram	thermostats,	other	scenarios	demand	a	licensed	HVAC	technician’s	expertise.	Contact	a	professional	if:	The	AC	remains	non-functional	after	standard	resets.	Breaker	repeatedly	trips	or	fuse	continues	to	blow.	There	are	signs	of	burnt	wiring,	melted	parts,	or	a	strong	electrical	smell.	Component-level	testing	(capacitor,
contactor,	control	board)	is	required.	There	is	refrigerant	leakage,	excessive	noise,	or	vibrations	on	startup.	Prompt	professional	service	prevents	minor	issues	from	escalating	into	costly	repairs.	Cost	Considerations	For	AC	Repairs	Post-Outage	The	typical	costs	for	AC	repair	after	a	power	outage	vary.	Common	expenses	include:	Circuit	breaker	or
fuse	replacement:	$75–$200.	Capacitor/contactor	replacement:	$120–$350	(including	labor).	Thermostat	repair/replacement:	$75–$450,	based	on	type.	Compressor	repair	or	replacement:	$1,200–$2,800.	Diagnostic	visits:	$70–$150.	Prevention	is	often	more	affordable	than	post-outage	emergency	service.	Tips	For	Preventing	AC	Damage	During
Power	Outages	Preparing	your	HVAC	system	for	potential	outages	reduces	risk	of	damage:	Turn	off	the	AC	during	storms	or	when	outages	are	anticipated.	Install	surge	protectors	to	shield	sensitive	electronics.	Schedule	maintenance	before	peak	summer	and	winter	seasons	for	proactive	readiness.	Invest	in	a	programmable	thermostat	with	power-
loss	memory	features.	Consider	a	backup	generator	for	uninterrupted	climate	control	during	extended	grid	failures.	FAQs	About	AC	Units	And	Power	Outages	Why	Did	My	AC	Stop	Working	After	A	Power	Outage?	Power	surges	and	supply	interruptions	can	trip	breakers,	damage	fuses,	or	affect	thermostats	and	electronic	controls.	Resetting	and	basic
checks	often	resolve	the	problem,	but	severe	damage	might	require	repairs.	How	Long	Should	I	Wait	Before	Restarting	My	AC	After	A	Power	Failure?	Wait	at	least	5–10	minutes	before	resetting	your	AC	to	allow	system	pressures	to	normalize	and	avoid	compressor	damage.	Is	It	Safe	To	Replace	A	Blown	Fuse	Or	Reset	A	Breaker	Myself?	Simple	resets
are	safe	for	most	homeowners.	However,	if	breakers	trip	repeatedly	or	fuses	blow	again,	there	may	be	an	underlying	electrical	hazard—call	a	licensed	technician.	Could	My	Thermostat	Have	Been	Damaged?	Digital	and	smart	thermostats	can	lose	programming	or	become	unresponsive	after	surges.	Try	battery	replacement	and	reprogramming	first.
Will	Insurance	Cover	AC	Damage	From	A	Power	Outage?	Sometimes.	Homeowners	insurance	may	cover	damage	from	covered	perils	or	surges,	but	not	always	from	grid-related	issues.	Check	your	policy	or	inquire	about	surge	protection	coverage.	Key	Takeaways	For	Homeowners	Always	start	with	safe/basic	troubleshooting:	thermostat	reset,	breaker
check,	and	air	filter	replacement.	Wait	several	minutes	after	power	restoration	before	restarting	the	AC.	Install	surge	protection	and	maintain	your	system	to	prevent	future	problems.	If	the	AC	fails	to	operate	after	basic	steps,	contact	a	professional	HVAC	technician	for	proper	diagnosis	and	repair.	Essential	Resources	And	Further	Reading
Homeowners	should	be	proactive	with	maintenance	and	outage	preparedness	to	keep	their	air	conditioning	systems	reliable	through	every	season.	Prioritize	Quality	Over	CostThe	most	critical	factor	in	any	HVAC	project	is	the	quality	of	the	installation.	Don’t	compromise	on	contractor	expertise	just	to	save	money.	Check	for	RebatesAlways	research
current	rebates	and	incentives	—	they	can	significantly	reduce	your	overall	cost.	Compare	Multiple	QuotesRequest	at	least	three	estimates	before	making	your	choice.	You	can	click	here	to	get	three	free	quotes	from	local	professionals.	These	quotes	include	available	rebates	and	tax	credits	and	automatically	exclude	unqualified	contractors.	Negotiate
SmartlyOnce	you've	chosen	a	contractor,	use	the	proven	strategies	from	our	guide	—	How	Homeowners	Can	Negotiate	with	HVAC	Dealers	—	to	get	the	best	possible	final	price.	Most	power	outages	happen	when	there’s	lightning	or	storms.	Unfortunately,	our	ACs	suffer	more	from	that	than	other	electric	appliances	at	home.	Suppose	your	ac	system
isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage.	First,	you	should	check	the	circuit	breaker,	capacitor,	or	compressor.	To	make	it	easier	for	you.	This	article	has	spelled	out	possible	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	won’t	work	after	a	power	outage.	But	if	the	issue	persists,	you	allow	an	HVAC	tech	to	service	the	system.	By	doing	so,	you’ll	avoid	extra	damages.
Why	isn’t	my	AC	Working	after	Power	Outage?	If	a	power	outage	strikes	your	air	conditioning	system	and	it	fails	to	blow	cold	air,	check:	The	electrical	panelCircuit	breakerCircuits	that	run	your	AC’s	cooling	system	components	Does	Air	Conditioner	Need	to	be	Reset	After	Power	Outage?	An	HVAC	system	needs	time	to	reset	the	internal	circuit
breaker	when	a	power	outage	happens.	It	may	seem	endless	during	the	power	outage	period.	During	its	30-minute	trial.	The	inner	beaker	in	your	air	conditioning	system	tries	to	reset	itself.	How	to	Reset	AC	After	Power	Outage	One	of	the	greatest	threats	to	you	and	your	home	when	a	severe	storm	happens	is	lightning.	When	it	hits	a	service	pole,	it
creates	power	surges	that	destroy	the	power	connection	to	your	home.	Once	you	restore	power,	the	chances	are	that	your	air	conditioner	or	furnace	won’t	start.	In	this	part,	I	lay	out	several	steps	of	resetting/restoring	your	ac	system	after	a	power	outage.	In	most	cases,	you’ll	only	need	to	restart	your	appliances	when	a	power	line	problem	occurs.
Here	are	the	five	steps	you	can	line	up	to	reset	your	ac	system	when	a	power	outage	strikes:	Step	1:	Switch	off	your	AC	After	power	outages	happen,	you’ll	have	to	turn	the	thermostat	to	the	off	position.	When	the	thermostat	is	off,	an	air	conditioner	won’t	accept	power	from	the	electricity	points.	Also,	reset	the	air	conditioner	battery	pack	to	see	if	it
resolves	the	thermostat	issue.	Step	2:	Resetting	the	Tripped	Circuit	Breaker	A	tripped	breaker	can	be	dangerous,	and	you	can	blame	it	on	a	power	surge	due	to	a	weather	upset.	If	so,	a	simple	ac	unit	reset	might	sort	out	the	persistent	issues.	To	some	point,	you	may	have	placed	the	circuit	breaker	box	in	your	attic,	hallways,	laundry	room,	or	garage.
You	can	find	the	circuit	breaker	box	within	a	tin	box	on	your	wall.	If	you’ve	seen	it,	examine	the	switch	that	has	a	connection	with	the	ac	unit.	Shut	the	switch	by	twisting	it	to	the	right,	then	to	its	neutral	position.	All	homes	need	a	breaker	to	avoid	fires,	lightning	strikes,	and	other	disasters.	Step	3:	Waiting	Time	(Half	Hour)	After	resetting	the	HVAC
circuit	breaker.	Give	it	half	an	hour	to	restore	its	internal	parts	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	you	have	to	look	at	the	thermostat	in	your	air	conditioning	system	to	see	if	it’s	off.	Step	4:	Turning	it	on	After	you’ve	waited	for	half	an	hour	or	so,	it’s	now	time	to	power	on	the	ac	system.	First,	switch	the	ac	system	thermostat	in	its	quiet	mode.	The	calm
manner	allows	your	air	conditioning	unit	to	run	as	usual	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	fix	it	at	five	units	lower	than	your	home’s	temperature	to	boost	cold	or	cool	air.	Ring	an	HVAC	professional	If	the	above	steps	don’t	end	your	HVAC	not	blowing	cold	air	problem,	ring	an	HVAC	professional.	The	HVAC	pro	will	examine	all	the	HVAC	parts	to	prevent
further	damages.	Why	AC	is	not	Working	After	Power	Outage	1.	Tripped	circuit	breaker	A	home’s	air	conditioner	has	two	units:	Indoor	air	handler	which	houses	both	the	evaporator	coil	and	fanOutdoor	condenser	unit	Now,	both	units	connect	to	individual	circuits	on	the	internal	breaker.	Manufacturers	designed	the	circuit	breakers	to	oversee	current
flow.	When	the	internal	breaker	senses	electrical	currents	from	a	power	surge,	it	trips.	The	thermostat	shuts	down	to	guard	your	air	conditioner.	Sometimes,	the	circuit	breaker	in	the	outdoor	unit	trips	but	the	one	on	the	indoor	unit	doesn’t.	So	if	the	indifferent	happens,	it	shows	that	the	indoor	unit	(evaporator	coil	and	fan)	will	run	okay.	But	if	the
outdoor	unit	doesn’t	kick	in,	the	air	conditioner	won’t	be	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	Your	outdoor	unit	dispels	heat	from	within	your	home.	But	if	the	unit’s	circuit	breaker	trips,	the	heat	will	reverse	towards	your	indoor	air.	For	that	reason,	the	AC	vents	will	dispel	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	In	short,	you’ll	have	an	air	conditioner	with	a	faulty	cooling
system.	Here’s	what	you	can	do:	•	Reach	for	the	circuit	breaker	to	see	the	one	that	regulates	your	air	conditioner.	Labels	to	check	“Air	handler,”	“Indoor	AC,”	and	“Condenser”	“Outdoor	AC.”	•	If	you	notice	a	tripped	compressor	circuit	(OFF	position),	reset	it	to	see	if	it	produces	cool	air	after	an	hour.	Ring	an	HVAC	pro	to	test	and	work	out	the
problem	if	it	trips	faster	to	the	“OFF	position”	again.	Read	on	if	you	still	can’t	notice	a	tripped	breaker	and	your	ac	unit	doesn’t	blow	cool	air.	2.	Bad	capacitor	The	capacitor	in	your	ac	unit	is	a	small	silver-like	gadget	that	stays	in	the	compressor	(outdoor	unit).	It	helps	an	ac	unit	to	start.	Unfortunately,	capacitors	collapse	after	power	outages.	The
collapse	is	due	to	its	vulnerability	to	power	surges	from	time	to	time.	That	is,	after	the	AC	powers	on.	So,	how	does	a	faulty	capacitor	generate	warm	air	in	the	air	handler?	If	the	AC	capacitor	becomes	defective,	the	outdoor	unit	won’t	start.	Also,	a	faulty	capacitor	means	your	indoor	air	handler	will	still	run	but	won’t	dispel	the	warm	air.	Hence	your
home	will	have	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	If	an	AC	capacitor	is	faulty,	you	can	tell	by	looking	at	it	since	it	will	be	bulgy	on	top	and	leaking	oil.	Since	a	capacitor	is	an	electrical	component,	I	recommend	an	HVAC	pro	examine	it.	If	you	decide	to	explore	the	capacitor	by	yourself,	brace	for	danger!	Plus,	you	may	end	your	AC	warranty.	If	you	need	to
replace	the	AC	capacitor,	they	cost	$90+.	3.	Compressor	Failure	The	electrical	surge	can	destroy	your	air	conditioner	compressor	in	the	worst-case	scenario.	The	compressor	sits	in	the	outdoor	unit,	and	it	plays	an	immense	role	in	your	AC’s	heat	transfer	system.	Also,	the	compressor	pumps	the	refrigerant	(heat	transfer	substance)	around	the	air
handler.	So,	a	dead	compressor	means	no	refrigerant.	When	your	cooling	system	has	no	refrigerant	to	absorb	heat	from	your	house,	warm	air	rules.	Unfortunately,	you’ll	cough	up	$1,350+	depending	on	the	compressor	size	and	type	you	need.	But,	the	new	compressor	should	match	the	indoor	unit.	Since	it’s	a	high-priced	repair,	I’d	tell	you	to	get	an
HVAC	professional’s	opinion	before	replacing	it	with	a	fresh	one.	A	reliable	HVAC	tech	will	point	out	your	compressor’s	problem.	Can	a	Power	Outage	Damage	an	Air	Conditioner?	If	you	reset	the	AC	breaker,	but	the	problem	is	still	persistent,	it’s	electrical	damage.	Try	the	following	steps	if	your	air	conditioning	unit	has	these	symptoms:	Breaker
won’t	Reset	If	more	than	one	external	circuit	won’t	restart	after	your	unit	has	shut	off,	then	there’s	damage	beyond	the	AC	unit.	For	example,	a	power	surge	due	to	lightning	may	have	caused	the	said	problem.	You’ll	have	to	call	an	HVAC	tech	to	correct	the	damage	in	such	a	case.	AC	Breaker	Trips	If	the	breaker	trips	without	a	stop,	it’s	a	sign	that
your	air	conditioning	unit	has	an	electrical	fault.	But,	if	the	tripping	breaker	is	the	only	problem.	Your	air	conditioning	system	overheats.	When	a	cooling	system	overheats,	it	draws	extra	power.	Fault	Indication	due	to	Lack	of	Regular	Maintenance	At	first,	you	may	notice	your	air	conditioning	unit	runs	without	a	stop.	,	it	causes	the	evaporator	coil	to
freeze.	As	a	result,	the	unit	may	use	more	power	which	trips	the	circuit,	causing	water	leaks.	If	your	air	conditioning	unit	hasn’t	had	regular	maintenance,	problems	pop	up.	You’ll	have	to	schedule	tune-up	services	with	an	HVAC	pro	right	away.	Fault	Indication	due	to	AC	Components	Refrigerant	leaks:	if	the	air	conditioning	system	consumes	extra
power.	A	refrigerant	may	be	the	cause.	The	refrigerant	overflows	through	the	AC	coils	for	your	house	to	stay	cool.	If	the	refrigerant	levels	shoot	down	due	to	leakage,	the	cooling	system	will	run	longer	but	won’t	cool	the	house.	Fan	motor:	if	the	unit’s	fan	is	faulty	or	has	a	reduced	speed,	the	system	coils	won’t	cool.	Moreover,	the	unit	runs	longer	while
at	the	same	time	it	consumes	more	power.	Compressor	failure:	if	the	situation	is	complicated,	blame	it	on	a	dead	compressor	since	it’s	the	AC’s	heart.	Inquire	about	the	services	of	an	HVAC	tech	who	will	diagnose	the	capacitor.	AC	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	FAQs	How	do	I	Restart	my	Air	Conditioner	After	a	Power	Outage?	Switch	off	your
cooling	systemFlip	the	ac	circuit	breakerRevisit	the	circuit	breakerWait	for	half	an	hourFlip	the	thermostat	to	its	correct	position	Where	is	the	Reset	Button	on	my	AC	Unit?	First,	look	for	it	on	the	unit’s	exterior	part,	on	the	bottom	side,	close	to	the	base.	If	you	don’t	locate	the	reset	button	on	the	outdoor	system,	check	it	in	the	indoor	unit’s	service
panel.	Air	Conditioner	Auto-Restart	After	Power	Failure	Your	system’s	inner	circuitry	resets	after	some	time	when	you	turn	it	on.	The	reset	job	takes	about	half	an	hour,	so	relax	and	check	it	after	30	minutes.	Turn	the	thermostat	back	on.	Can	a	Power	Surge	Mess	up	a	Thermostat?	If	the	settings	on	the	unit’s	thermostat	need	attention	to	provide
cooling.	It	will	affect	the	following	parts:	Heating	systemVentilationCooling	system	Conclusion		We’ve	covered	some	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	isn’t	blowing	cold	air	after	a	power	outage.	But	it’s	useless	when	an	ac	system	stops	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	And	I	bet	you	wouldn’t	sit	down	without	doing	anything	about	it,	am	I	lying?	So	if	you
are	eager	to	root	out	your	AC’s	problem,	this	article	has	what	you	need.	You	only	need	to	save	a	few	minutes	to	do	the	job.	It	isn’t	that	complicated.	I	mean,	it’s	easy	to	check	the	thermostat’s	batteries,	plumbing	system,	vents,	or	heat	pump.		An	AC	inspection	isn’t	a	tough	job,	but	if	you	can’t	do	it,	the	source	for	HVAC	services.		Finally,	why	should
you	wait	for	a	long	time	before	you	schedule	maintenance	services	for	your	AC?		A	power	outage	can	be	a	hassle,	especially	during	the	sweltering	summer	months	when	your	air	conditioner	is	working	hard	to	keep	your	home	cool.	But	what	does	it	mean	if	you	find	your	AC	not	blowing	cold	air	after	a	power	outage?	It’s	a	frustrating	problem,	but	one
that	many	homeowners	face.	HVAC.com	explains	what	can	cause	this	cooling	issue	after	a	power	outage	and	how	you	can	troubleshoot	your	air	conditioning	system	if	this	happens	to	you.Common	Causes	of	an	AC	Not	Blowing	Cold	Air	After	a	Power	OutagePower	outages	can	disrupt	the	normal	functioning	of	your	air	conditioning	system	in	several
ways.	Here	are	some	common	reasons	why	your	AC	might	not	blow	cold	air	after	the	power	is	restored:Tripped	Circuit	BreakerWhen	the	power	goes	out	and	comes	back	on,	the	surge	of	electricity	can	overload	the	system,	causing	the	breaker	to	trip.	This	safety	feature	is	designed	to	protect	your	air	conditioning	unit	from	damage,	but	it	also	means
that	the	system	won’t	work	until	the	breaker	is	reset.Blown	FusesAlong	with	a	tripped	breaker,	a	power	surge	can	also	blow	fuses	in	your	AC	system.	These	fuses	are	part	of	the	outdoor	unit	and	are	necessary	to	run	the	compressor	and	fan.	If	a	fuse	is	blown,	your	air	conditioner	won’t	be	able	to	blow	cold	air.Thermostat	IssuesIf	the	power	outage
caused	your	thermostat	to	reset	or	malfunction,	it	might	not	communicate	properly	with	your	cooling	unit.	This	can	prevent	the	system	from	turning	on	or	cooling	your	home	effectively.Capacitor	FailureThe	capacitors	provide	the	initial	jolt	of	electricity	needed	to	start	the	compressor	and	fan	motors,	then	keep	them	running	through	the	cooling	cycle.
Power	surges	can	damage	the	capacitor,	leaving	your	air	conditioner	unable	to	cool	your	home.Compressor	FailureThe	compressor	is	responsible	for	circulating	refrigerant	through	the	system,	and	it	is	sensitive	to	changes	in	voltage.	A	sudden	surge	when	the	power	returns	can	cause	the	compressor	to	fail.	If	the	compressor	is	damaged,	the	air
conditioner	will	not	be	able	to	cool	the	air.Blower	Motor	DamageThe	blower	motor	pushes	the	cooled	air	through	your	home’s	ductwork.	If	voltage	fluctuations	damage	the	blower	motor,	the	system	cannot	circulate	air	effectively,	even	if	it	is	able	to	cool	the	air.	This	can	result	in	weak	airflow	or	no	air	movement	at	all.Troubleshooting	Your	Air
Conditioner	After	a	Power	OutageIf	you	notice	your	AC	not	blowing	cold	air	after	a	power	outage,	try	these	steps	to	troubleshoot	the	issue:Check	the	Circuit	Breaker:	The	first	thing	to	do	is	check	your	home’s	electrical	panel	to	see	if	the	AC	breaker	has	tripped.	If	it	has,	simply	reset	it	by	flipping	the	switch	off	and	then	on	again.	If	the	breaker	trips
repeatedly,	it’s	a	sign	of	a	more	serious	issue,	and	you	should	call	a	professional.Inspect	the	Fuses:	If	resetting	the	breaker	doesn’t	work,	the	next	step	is	to	inspect	the	fuses	in	your	AC	unit.	This	requires	removing	the	panel	on	the	outdoor	unit.	If	you’re	comfortable	doing	this,	check	if	any	fuses	are	blown.	Replacing	them	is	relatively	straightforward,
but	if	you’re	unsure,	it’s	best	to	call	an	HVAC	technician.Reset	the	Thermostat:	Check	your	thermostat	to	ensure	it’s	set	to	the	correct	mode	(cooling)	and	that	the	temperature	is	set	lower	than	the	current	room	temperature.	If	it	appears	to	be	malfunctioning,	try	resetting	it	by	turning	it	off,	waiting	a	few	minutes,	and	then	turning	it	back	on.When	to
Call	a	ProfessionalWhile	some	troubleshooting	steps	can	be	handled	by	the	homeowner,	certain	issues	require	professional	attention.	If	your	AC	isn’t	blowing	cold	air	after	a	power	outage	and	you’ve	checked	the	basics	(breaker,	fuses,	thermostat),	it’s	time	to	call	in	an	HVAC	technician.Professional	air	conditioning	repair	services	can	help
with:Compressor	Repair	or	Replacement:	Repairing	or	replacing	the	compressor	is	not	a	DIY	job.	A	professional	technician	has	the	expertise	to	diagnose	compressor	issues	caused	by	voltage	fluctuations	during	a	power	outage	and	can	perform	the	necessary	repairs	or	replacements	safely	and	efficiently.Blower	Motor	Repair	or	Replacement:	If
your	blower	motor	has	been	damaged	by	a	power	surge,	a	technician	can	assess	its	condition	and	determine	if	it	can	be	repaired	or	if	a	replacement	is	needed	to	restore	proper	air	circulation.Capacitor	Replacement:	Handling	electrical	components	like	capacitors	can	be	dangerous,	so	it’s	best	to	leave	this	to	a	pro.	A	technician	can	test	and	replace
the	capacitor	to	get	your	AC	back	up	and	running.Comprehensive	System	Check:	A	professional	can	perform	a	thorough	inspection	to	identify	any	underlying	issues	that	may	have	been	worsened	by	the	power	outage.	This	ensures	your	cooling	system	is	fully	operational.	Stay	composed	and	read	on	as	we	delve	into	the	frequent	issues	that	can	arise
when	your	Air	Conditioner	not	working	after	Power	Outage.	Power	interruptions	are	a	common	occurrence,	and	while	they’re	often	just	an	inconvenience,	they	can	occasionally	lead	to	substantial	damage	to	high-value	appliances,	such	as	your	air	conditioner.Just	at	a	glance:	Air	conditioner	is	not	working	after	power	outage	can	be	due	to	Tripped
breaker,	failed	capacitor,Blown	Compressor,Programming	Failure	or	Blower	Motor	Failure.Now,	let’s	explore	the	typical	reasons	behind	AC	malfunctions	following	a	power	outage	and	discuss	potential	solutions.	Before	reaching	out	to	an	HVAC	technician,	try	these	troubleshooting	steps	to	restore	your	air	conditioner’s	functionality.Also	read>>>Air
Conditioner	Squeaking.Once	the	power	returns,	you	may	notice	your	AC	not	working	after	a	power	outage.	For	instance,	it	may	be	running	but	not	pushing	out	any	air,	or	the	air	leaving	the	vents	may	be	hot.	If	this	happens,	the	most	likely	cause	can	be	any	of	the	following	things:One	common	culprit	for	an	air	conditioner	malfunction	following	a
power	outage	is	a	tripped	breaker.	Both	the	outdoor	and	indoor	units	of	your	HVAC	system	are	powered	by	separate	circuit	breakers.These	breakers	are	designed	to	trip	in	the	event	of	a	power	surge,	safeguarding	your	unit’s	internal	components	from	potential	electrical	damage.If	you	find	your	AC	not	working	after	a	power	outage,	it	may	be	due	to	a
tripped	breaker.	An	apparent	but	confusing	situation	can	occur	where	your	unit	seems	operational	but	fails	to	produce	cool	air.	In	such	cases,	it’s	likely	that	the	breaker	for	the	outdoor	unit	has	tripped	while	the	one	for	the	indoor	unit	remains	unaffected.Before	taking	any	action,	head	to	your	electrical	panel	and	inspect	the	breakers	dedicated	to	your
HVAC	system.Exercise	caution,	as	mishandling	this	process	can	lead	to	damaging	your	air	conditioner	or	the	internal	breaker,	incurring	significant	costs.To	restart	the	system	safely	after	a	power	outage,	follow	these	steps:Turn	off	the	system	at	the	thermostat:	Set	the	thermostat	to	the	“Off”	position	to	protect	your	AC	from	potential	power	surges
when	resetting	the	breaker.Power	down	the	AC	at	the	circuit	breaker:	Locate	the	breaker	switches	for	both	the	outdoor	and	indoor	units	of	your	HVAC	system	and	switch	them	to	the	“Off”	position.Flip	the	breaker	switches	to	the	“On”	position.Wait	for	30	minutes:	Allow	sufficient	time	for	the	breakers	and	the	system	to	release	any	accumulated
electrical	current.	This	step	is	crucial	to	prevent	potential	damage	to	the	unit’s	internal	circuitry.Turn	on	the	system	at	the	thermostat:	If	the	process	was	successful,	your	AC	should	engage	and	begin	cooling	your	home,	indicating	that	no	significant	damage	has	occurred.After	a	power	outage	in	Florida,	an	AC	not	working	issue	may	stem	from	a	failed
capacitor.	This	vital	component	acts	as	the	ignition	switch	for	your	air	conditioning	system,	specifically	initiating	the	compressor’s	startup	process.	Unfortunately,	capacitors	are	prone	to	failure,	especially	when	exposed	to	power	surges.When	a	capacitor	fails,	the	compressor	fails	to	activate	upon	power	restoration,	leaving	it	unable	to	contribute	to
the	heat	exchange	process.	Consequently,	your	AC	will	be	incapable	of	delivering	cool	air	throughout	your	home.While	resolving	a	failed	capacitor	is	a	task	best	left	to	professionals,	a	preliminary	visual	inspection	can	provide	valuable	insights.Begin	by	removing	the	panel	covering	the	compressor	within	the	outdoor	unit.	The	capacitor,	resembling	a
small	canister,	is	typically	positioned	on	top	of	the	compressor.	If	you	notice	bulging	or	leaking,	it	signifies	a	blown	capacitor.To	address	this	issue:Contact	a	Professional:	Given	the	complexity	of	capacitor	replacement	and	potential	safety	risks,	it	is	advisable	to	enlist	the	services	of	a	qualified	HVAC	technician.Professional	Assessment:	The	technician
will	conduct	a	thorough	inspection	to	confirm	the	capacitor’s	failure	and	evaluate	any	additional	damage.Capacitor	Replacement:	If	deemed	necessary,	the	technician	will	replace	the	failed	capacitor	with	a	new,	functioning	unit.System	Testing:	After	replacement,	the	entire	system	will	be	tested	to	ensure	proper	functioning	and	to	identify	any	other
issues	that	may	have	arisen	during	the	outage.Also	read>>>Air	Conditioner	Hissing.In	the	unfortunate	event	that	your	AC	remains	non-functional	after	a	power	outage	in	Florida,	a	potential	and	severe	culprit	could	be	a	malfunctioning	compressor.	If	an	inspection	of	the	capacitor	reveals	no	issues,	but	your	HVAC	system	fails	to	emit	cool	air,	it’s
indicative	of	a	dead	compressor.Addressing	a	blown	compressor	is	a	critical	task	that	requires	prompt	attention.	Follow	these	steps	to	navigate	through	this	challenging	situation:–Contact	a	Technician	ImmediatelyGiven	the	significant	complexity	and	cost	associated	with	compressor	issues,	it’s	crucial	to	reach	out	to	a	qualified	HVAC	technician	as
soon	as	possible.–Professional	EvaluationThe	technician	will	conduct	a	thorough	assessment	to	confirm	the	compressor’s	malfunction	and	determine	the	extent	of	the	damage.–Consider	Replacement	OptionsDepending	on	the	severity	of	the	compressor	damage	and	the	age	of	your	unit,	it	may	be	more	cost-effective	to	replace	the	entire	AC	unit	rather
than	repairing	the	compressor	alone.	The	technician	can	provide	insights	into	the	most	economical	and	efficient	course	of	action.–Guidance	for	Informed	Decision-MakingThe	technician	will	offer	guidance	on	whether	repairing	the	compressor	or	opting	for	a	new	unit	is	the	more	practical	choice.	Factors	such	as	the	age	of	the	system,	overall	condition,
and	cost	considerations	will	be	taken	into	account.–Cost-Effective	SolutionsThe	technician	can	assist	in	exploring	cost-effective	options	to	ensure	that	you	regain	air	conditioning	functionality	without	breaking	the	bank.An	AC	not	working	post-power	outage	in	Florida	may	be	attributed	to	a	programming	failure,	particularly	when	the	unit	unexpectedly
powers	off	and	resets	to	factory	settings.	Understanding	and	addressing	this	issue	is	crucial	for	restoring	your	air	conditioning	functionality.Follow	these	steps	to	diagnose	and	rectify	a	programming	failure:–Consult	Your	User	ManualRefer	to	your	user	manual	to	understand	the	reprogramming	process	for	your	specific	AC	unit.	Manuals	typically
provide	step-by-step	instructions	to	guide	you	through	the	reprogramming	procedure.–Attempt	DIY	ReprogrammingUse	the	instructions	in	the	user	manual	to	reprogram	the	AC	unit	yourself.	Pay	attention	to	details	and	follow	the	provided	steps	accurately.–Seek	Professional	AssistanceIf	reprogramming	proves	challenging	or	if	you’re	unsure	about
the	correct	procedures,	it’s	advisable	to	seek	professional	assistance.	HVAC	technicians	are	well-versed	in	the	intricacies	of	air	conditioning	systems	and	can	efficiently	reprogram	the	unit.When	your	AC	experiences	a	power	outage	in	Florida,	the	blower	motor,	responsible	for	circulating	air	throughout	the	HVAC	system,	may	succumb	to	damage,
particularly	from	power	surges.	Identifying	and	addressing	this	issue	is	crucial	for	restoring	the	airflow	in	your	unit.Follow	these	steps	to	navigate	through	a	potential	blower	motor	failure:–Symptom	RecognitionIf	you	notice	that	your	AC	is	no	longer	circulating	air	through	the	vents,	it	may	indicate	a	blower	motor	failure.	Lack	of	airflow	is	a	key
indicator	of	this	issue.–Visual	InspectionExamine	the	blower	motor	for	any	visible	signs	of	damage,	such	as	burnt	wiring	or	unusual	noises.	However,	keep	in	mind	that	internal	issues	may	not	be	apparent	through	visual	inspection.–Seek	Professional	AssistanceGiven	the	complexity	of	blower	motors	and	their	susceptibility	to	power	surges,	it’s
advisable	to	consult	with	a	professional	HVAC	technician.	They	can	conduct	a	thorough	diagnosis	using	specialized	tools	to	identify	the	root	cause	of	the	failure.–Variable	Speed	Motor	ConsiderationIf	your	system	employs	a	variable	speed	motor	for	energy	efficiency,	be	aware	that	these	motors	are	also	prone	to	failure.	A	professional	technician	can
assess	and	repair	variable	speed	motors,	ensuring	optimal	performance.–Professional	Repair	or	ReplacementBased	on	the	diagnosis,	the	technician	will	recommend	either	repairing	or	replacing	the	blower	motor.	Factors	such	as	the	extent	of	damage,	the	age	of	the	motor,	and	cost	considerations	will	influence	this	decision.–Testing	and
OptimizationAfter	repairing	or	replacing	the	blower	motor,	the	technician	will	conduct	thorough	testing	to	ensure	proper	functionality.	They	may	also	optimize	the	system	to	enhance	efficiency.Also	read>>>AC	Not	Blowing	Cold	Air	But	Running.The	most	common	issues	after	a	power	outage	include	a	tripped	breaker,	a	failed	capacitor,	a	blown
compressor,	programming	failure,	or	a	blower	motor	failure.	To	troubleshoot,	check	the	breaker,	inspect	the	capacitor	and	blower	motor	visually,	attempt	reprogramming	if	applicable,	and	seek	professional	assistance	for	more	complex	issues	like	a	blown	compressor.To	reset	your	AC	after	a	power	outage,	turn	off	the	system	at	the	thermostat,	power
down	the	AC	at	the	circuit	breaker,	wait	for	30	minutes,	and	then	turn	on	the	system	at	the	thermostat.	Take	precautions	by	ensuring	the	thermostat	is	in	the	“Off”	position	before	resetting	the	breaker	to	prevent	potential	power	surges	that	could	damage	the	unit.While	visually	inspecting	a	capacitor	is	possible,	it’s	recommended	to	seek	professional
help	for	replacement.	Signs	of	a	blown	capacitor	include	bulging	or	leaking.	If	you	observe	these	signs,	contact	an	HVAC	technician	for	a	thorough	assessment	and	proper	replacement.If	your	AC	is	not	blowing	air,	it	may	indicate	a	blower	motor	failure.	Inspect	the	motor	for	visible	damage	and	seek	professional	assistance	for	a	comprehensive
diagnosis.	Blower	motor	issues	may	require	repair	or	replacement,	and	a	qualified	technician	can	determine	the	best	course	of	action	based	on	the	specific	circumstances	of	the	failure.Air	Conditioner	not	working	after	Power	Outage	can	stem	from	various	causes,	including	tripped	breakers,	failed	capacitors,	blown	compressors,	programming	failures,
and	blower	motor	malfunctions.	While	some	troubleshooting	can	be	done	independently,	seeking	professional	assistance	ensures	accurate	diagnosis	and	effective	resolution,	minimizing	inconvenience	and	costs.	Most	power	outages	happen	when	there’s	lightning	or	storms.	Unfortunately,	our	ACs	suffer	more	from	that	than	other	electric	appliances	at
home.	Suppose	your	ac	system	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage.	First,	you	should	check	the	circuit	breaker,	capacitor,	or	compressor.	To	make	it	easier	for	you.	This	article	has	spelled	out	possible	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	won’t	work	after	a	power	outage.	But	if	the	issue	persists,	you	allow	an	HVAC	tech	to	service	the	system.	By	doing
so,	you’ll	avoid	extra	damages.	Why	isn’t	my	AC	Working	after	Power	Outage?	If	a	power	outage	strikes	your	air	conditioning	system	and	it	fails	to	blow	cold	air,	check:	The	electrical	panelCircuit	breakerCircuits	that	run	your	AC’s	cooling	system	components	Does	Air	Conditioner	Need	to	be	Reset	After	Power	Outage?	An	HVAC	system	needs	time	to
reset	the	internal	circuit	breaker	when	a	power	outage	happens.	It	may	seem	endless	during	the	power	outage	period.	During	its	30-minute	trial.	The	inner	beaker	in	your	air	conditioning	system	tries	to	reset	itself.	How	to	Reset	AC	After	Power	Outage	One	of	the	greatest	threats	to	you	and	your	home	when	a	severe	storm	happens	is	lightning.	When
it	hits	a	service	pole,	it	creates	power	surges	that	destroy	the	power	connection	to	your	home.	Once	you	restore	power,	the	chances	are	that	your	air	conditioner	or	furnace	won’t	start.	In	this	part,	I	lay	out	several	steps	of	resetting/restoring	your	ac	system	after	a	power	outage.	In	most	cases,	you’ll	only	need	to	restart	your	appliances	when	a	power
line	problem	occurs.	Here	are	the	five	steps	you	can	line	up	to	reset	your	ac	system	when	a	power	outage	strikes:	Step	1:	Switch	off	your	AC	After	power	outages	happen,	you’ll	have	to	turn	the	thermostat	to	the	off	position.	When	the	thermostat	is	off,	an	air	conditioner	won’t	accept	power	from	the	electricity	points.	Also,	reset	the	air	conditioner
battery	pack	to	see	if	it	resolves	the	thermostat	issue.	Step	2:	Resetting	the	Tripped	Circuit	Breaker	A	tripped	breaker	can	be	dangerous,	and	you	can	blame	it	on	a	power	surge	due	to	a	weather	upset.	If	so,	a	simple	ac	unit	reset	might	sort	out	the	persistent	issues.	To	some	point,	you	may	have	placed	the	circuit	breaker	box	in	your	attic,	hallways,
laundry	room,	or	garage.	You	can	find	the	circuit	breaker	box	within	a	tin	box	on	your	wall.	If	you’ve	seen	it,	examine	the	switch	that	has	a	connection	with	the	ac	unit.	Shut	the	switch	by	twisting	it	to	the	right,	then	to	its	neutral	position.	All	homes	need	a	breaker	to	avoid	fires,	lightning	strikes,	and	other	disasters.	Step	3:	Waiting	Time	(Half	Hour)
After	resetting	the	HVAC	circuit	breaker.	Give	it	half	an	hour	to	restore	its	internal	parts	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	you	have	to	look	at	the	thermostat	in	your	air	conditioning	system	to	see	if	it’s	off.	Step	4:	Turning	it	on	After	you’ve	waited	for	half	an	hour	or	so,	it’s	now	time	to	power	on	the	ac	system.	First,	switch	the	ac	system	thermostat	in	its
quiet	mode.	The	calm	manner	allows	your	air	conditioning	unit	to	run	as	usual	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	fix	it	at	five	units	lower	than	your	home’s	temperature	to	boost	cold	or	cool	air.	Ring	an	HVAC	professional	If	the	above	steps	don’t	end	your	HVAC	not	blowing	cold	air	problem,	ring	an	HVAC	professional.	The	HVAC	pro	will	examine	all	the
HVAC	parts	to	prevent	further	damages.	Why	AC	is	not	Working	After	Power	Outage	1.	Tripped	circuit	breaker	A	home’s	air	conditioner	has	two	units:	Indoor	air	handler	which	houses	both	the	evaporator	coil	and	fanOutdoor	condenser	unit	Now,	both	units	connect	to	individual	circuits	on	the	internal	breaker.	Manufacturers	designed	the	circuit
breakers	to	oversee	current	flow.	When	the	internal	breaker	senses	electrical	currents	from	a	power	surge,	it	trips.	The	thermostat	shuts	down	to	guard	your	air	conditioner.	Sometimes,	the	circuit	breaker	in	the	outdoor	unit	trips	but	the	one	on	the	indoor	unit	doesn’t.	So	if	the	indifferent	happens,	it	shows	that	the	indoor	unit	(evaporator	coil	and
fan)	will	run	okay.	But	if	the	outdoor	unit	doesn’t	kick	in,	the	air	conditioner	won’t	be	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	Your	outdoor	unit	dispels	heat	from	within	your	home.	But	if	the	unit’s	circuit	breaker	trips,	the	heat	will	reverse	towards	your	indoor	air.	For	that	reason,	the	AC	vents	will	dispel	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	In	short,	you’ll	have	an	air
conditioner	with	a	faulty	cooling	system.	Here’s	what	you	can	do:	•	Reach	for	the	circuit	breaker	to	see	the	one	that	regulates	your	air	conditioner.	Labels	to	check	“Air	handler,”	“Indoor	AC,”	and	“Condenser”	“Outdoor	AC.”	•	If	you	notice	a	tripped	compressor	circuit	(OFF	position),	reset	it	to	see	if	it	produces	cool	air	after	an	hour.	Ring	an	HVAC
pro	to	test	and	work	out	the	problem	if	it	trips	faster	to	the	“OFF	position”	again.	Read	on	if	you	still	can’t	notice	a	tripped	breaker	and	your	ac	unit	doesn’t	blow	cool	air.	2.	Bad	capacitor	The	capacitor	in	your	ac	unit	is	a	small	silver-like	gadget	that	stays	in	the	compressor	(outdoor	unit).	It	helps	an	ac	unit	to	start.	Unfortunately,	capacitors	collapse
after	power	outages.	The	collapse	is	due	to	its	vulnerability	to	power	surges	from	time	to	time.	That	is,	after	the	AC	powers	on.	So,	how	does	a	faulty	capacitor	generate	warm	air	in	the	air	handler?	If	the	AC	capacitor	becomes	defective,	the	outdoor	unit	won’t	start.	Also,	a	faulty	capacitor	means	your	indoor	air	handler	will	still	run	but	won’t	dispel
the	warm	air.	Hence	your	home	will	have	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	If	an	AC	capacitor	is	faulty,	you	can	tell	by	looking	at	it	since	it	will	be	bulgy	on	top	and	leaking	oil.	Since	a	capacitor	is	an	electrical	component,	I	recommend	an	HVAC	pro	examine	it.	If	you	decide	to	explore	the	capacitor	by	yourself,	brace	for	danger!	Plus,	you	may	end	your	AC
warranty.	If	you	need	to	replace	the	AC	capacitor,	they	cost	$90+.	3.	Compressor	Failure	The	electrical	surge	can	destroy	your	air	conditioner	compressor	in	the	worst-case	scenario.	The	compressor	sits	in	the	outdoor	unit,	and	it	plays	an	immense	role	in	your	AC’s	heat	transfer	system.	Also,	the	compressor	pumps	the	refrigerant	(heat	transfer
substance)	around	the	air	handler.	So,	a	dead	compressor	means	no	refrigerant.	When	your	cooling	system	has	no	refrigerant	to	absorb	heat	from	your	house,	warm	air	rules.	Unfortunately,	you’ll	cough	up	$1,350+	depending	on	the	compressor	size	and	type	you	need.	But,	the	new	compressor	should	match	the	indoor	unit.	Since	it’s	a	high-priced
repair,	I’d	tell	you	to	get	an	HVAC	professional’s	opinion	before	replacing	it	with	a	fresh	one.	A	reliable	HVAC	tech	will	point	out	your	compressor’s	problem.	Can	a	Power	Outage	Damage	an	Air	Conditioner?	If	you	reset	the	AC	breaker,	but	the	problem	is	still	persistent,	it’s	electrical	damage.	Try	the	following	steps	if	your	air	conditioning	unit	has
these	symptoms:	Breaker	won’t	Reset	If	more	than	one	external	circuit	won’t	restart	after	your	unit	has	shut	off,	then	there’s	damage	beyond	the	AC	unit.	For	example,	a	power	surge	due	to	lightning	may	have	caused	the	said	problem.	You’ll	have	to	call	an	HVAC	tech	to	correct	the	damage	in	such	a	case.	AC	Breaker	Trips	If	the	breaker	trips	without
a	stop,	it’s	a	sign	that	your	air	conditioning	unit	has	an	electrical	fault.	But,	if	the	tripping	breaker	is	the	only	problem.	Your	air	conditioning	system	overheats.	When	a	cooling	system	overheats,	it	draws	extra	power.	Fault	Indication	due	to	Lack	of	Regular	Maintenance	At	first,	you	may	notice	your	air	conditioning	unit	runs	without	a	stop.	,	it	causes
the	evaporator	coil	to	freeze.	As	a	result,	the	unit	may	use	more	power	which	trips	the	circuit,	causing	water	leaks.	If	your	air	conditioning	unit	hasn’t	had	regular	maintenance,	problems	pop	up.	You’ll	have	to	schedule	tune-up	services	with	an	HVAC	pro	right	away.	Fault	Indication	due	to	AC	Components	Refrigerant	leaks:	if	the	air	conditioning
system	consumes	extra	power.	A	refrigerant	may	be	the	cause.	The	refrigerant	overflows	through	the	AC	coils	for	your	house	to	stay	cool.	If	the	refrigerant	levels	shoot	down	due	to	leakage,	the	cooling	system	will	run	longer	but	won’t	cool	the	house.	Fan	motor:	if	the	unit’s	fan	is	faulty	or	has	a	reduced	speed,	the	system	coils	won’t	cool.	Moreover,
the	unit	runs	longer	while	at	the	same	time	it	consumes	more	power.	Compressor	failure:	if	the	situation	is	complicated,	blame	it	on	a	dead	compressor	since	it’s	the	AC’s	heart.	Inquire	about	the	services	of	an	HVAC	tech	who	will	diagnose	the	capacitor.	AC	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	FAQs	How	do	I	Restart	my	Air	Conditioner	After	a	Power
Outage?	Switch	off	your	cooling	systemFlip	the	ac	circuit	breakerRevisit	the	circuit	breakerWait	for	half	an	hourFlip	the	thermostat	to	its	correct	position	Where	is	the	Reset	Button	on	my	AC	Unit?	First,	look	for	it	on	the	unit’s	exterior	part,	on	the	bottom	side,	close	to	the	base.	If	you	don’t	locate	the	reset	button	on	the	outdoor	system,	check	it	in	the
indoor	unit’s	service	panel.	Air	Conditioner	Auto-Restart	After	Power	Failure	Your	system’s	inner	circuitry	resets	after	some	time	when	you	turn	it	on.	The	reset	job	takes	about	half	an	hour,	so	relax	and	check	it	after	30	minutes.	Turn	the	thermostat	back	on.	Can	a	Power	Surge	Mess	up	a	Thermostat?	If	the	settings	on	the	unit’s	thermostat	need
attention	to	provide	cooling.	It	will	affect	the	following	parts:	Heating	systemVentilationCooling	system	Conclusion		We’ve	covered	some	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	isn’t	blowing	cold	air	after	a	power	outage.	But	it’s	useless	when	an	ac	system	stops	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	And	I	bet	you	wouldn’t	sit	down	without	doing	anything	about	it,
am	I	lying?	So	if	you	are	eager	to	root	out	your	AC’s	problem,	this	article	has	what	you	need.	You	only	need	to	save	a	few	minutes	to	do	the	job.	It	isn’t	that	complicated.	I	mean,	it’s	easy	to	check	the	thermostat’s	batteries,	plumbing	system,	vents,	or	heat	pump.		An	AC	inspection	isn’t	a	tough	job,	but	if	you	can’t	do	it,	the	source	for	HVAC	services.	
Finally,	why	should	you	wait	for	a	long	time	before	you	schedule	maintenance	services	for	your	AC?		If	your	air	conditioner	(AC)	is	not	blowing	cold	air	following	a	power	outage,	several	potential	issues	may	be	at	play.	One	common	reason	could	be	that	the	unit	was	not	properly	reset	after	power	restoration,	which	is	essential	to	restore	its	normal
functioning.	Additionally,	problems	with	vital	components	such	as	the	compressor	may	also	hinder	cooling	performance.	There	could	be	a	circuit	breaker	that	has	tripped,	causing	the	unit	to	lose	power,	or	even	frozen	condensers	if	the	outage	occurred	in	cold	weather,	leading	to	blockages.	If	you’re	unsure	about	what	the	problem	might	be,	it’s
advisable	to	contact	a	qualified	HVAC	professional	for	an	accurate	diagnosis	and	necessary	repairs.If	you	have	ever	experienced	a	power	outage,	you	know	how	frustrating	it	can	be.Your	AC	is	one	of	the	most	important	appliances	in	your	home	and	when	it	goes	out,	it	can	be	a	major	inconvenience.Here	are	a	few	reasons	why	your	AC	may	not	be
cooling	after	a	power	outage:1.	The	breaker	may	have	tripped.	This	is	the	most	common	reason	for	an	AC	to	stop	working	after	a	power	outage.	If	the	breaker	trips,	simply	reset	it	and	see	if	that	fixes	the	problem.2.	The	condenser	may	be	frozen.	If	the	power	outage	was	during	particularly	cold	weather,	this	could	be	the	reason	your	AC	isn’t	working.
Try	turning	off	the	unit	and	letting	it	thaw	for	a	few	hours	before	restarting	it.3.	The	compressor	may	have	burned	out.	If	this	is	the	case,	you’ll	need	to	call	a	professional	to	repair	or	replace	the	compressor.	This	is	typically	not	something	that	can	be	fixed	on	your	own.4.	There	could	be	an	issue	with	the	wiring.If	your	central	air	conditioner	unit	(AC)
experiences	a	power	outage,	it	may	need	to	be	reset	in	order	to	work	properly	again.Here’s	how	to	do	it:First,	locate	the	AC’s	breaker	box	and	flip	the	switch	that	controls	the	AC	unit	to	the	“Off”	position.Next,	unplug	the	AC	unit	from	its	power	source.	Once	the	AC	unit	is	off	and	unplugged,	wait	5	minutes	before	flipping	the	breaker	switch	back	to
the	“On”	position	and	plugging	the	unit	back	in.After	following	these	steps,	your	AC	should	be	reset	and	should	start	working	again	once	you	turn	it	on	at	your	thermostat.If	your	AC	unit	doesn’t	start	working	or	if	you	experience	any	other	issues,	contact	a	professional	for	help.If	your	AC	is	blowing	warm	air	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	several
possible	explanations.The	most	likely	cause	is	that	the	AC	unit	itself	is	not	getting	enough	power	to	properly	cool	the	air.This	can	be	caused	by	a	tripped	circuit	breaker	or	blown	fuse.If	you	have	checked	these	things	and	the	AC	still	isn’t	working,	it’s	possible	that	the	compressor	is	damaged	and	will	need	to	be	replaced.Another	possibility	is	that	the
Freon	levels	in	the	AC	unit	are	low,	which	can	happen	if	there’s	a	leak	in	the	system.A	qualified	technician	will	be	able	to	diagnose	and	fix	the	problem.A	power	outage	can	damage	an	air	conditioner	in	a	few	ways.If	a	surge	of	electricity	causes	the	outage,	it	could	cause	the	compressor	or	other	electrical	components	to	fail.If	the	unit	is	left	without
power	for	too	long,	the	refrigerant	in	the	system	could	start	to	degrade	and	cause	problems	when	the	unit	is	turned	back	on.In	either	case,	it’s	best	to	have	a	professional	inspect	your	air	conditioner	before	using	it	again	after	a	power	outage.{	“@context”:	“	”,	“@type”:	“FAQPage”,	“mainEntity”:[{“@type”:	“Question”,	“name”:	“Why	is	My	Ac	Not
Cooling	After	Power	Outage?	“,	“acceptedAnswer”:	{	“@type”:	“Answer”,	“text”:	”	If	you	have	ever	experienced	a	power	outage,	you	know	how	frustrating	it	can	be.	Your	AC	is	one	of	the	most	important	appliances	in	your	home	and	when	it	goes	out,	it	can	be	a	major	inconvenience.	Here	are	a	few	reasons	why	your	AC	may	not	be	cooling	after	a
power	outage:	1.	The	breaker	may	have	tripped.	This	is	the	most	common	reason	for	an	AC	to	stop	working	after	a	power	outage.	If	the	breaker	trips,	simply	reset	it	and	see	if	that	fixes	the	problem.	2.	The	condenser	may	be	frozen.	If	the	power	outage	was	during	particularly	cold	weather,	this	could	be	the	reason	your	AC	isn’t	working.	Try	turning	off
the	unit	and	letting	it	thaw	for	a	few	hours	before	restarting	it.	3.	The	compressor	may	have	burned	out.	If	this	is	the	case,	you’ll	need	to	call	a	professional	to	repair	or	replace	the	compressor.	This	is	typically	not	something	that	can	be	fixed	on	your	own.	4.	There	could	be	an	issue	with	the	wiring.	Again,	this	is	something	that	will	require	professional
assistance	to	fix	properly	and	safely”	}	}	,{“@type”:	“Question”,	“name”:	“How	Do	You	Reset	an	Air	Conditioner	After	a	Power	Outage?	“,	“acceptedAnswer”:	{	“@type”:	“Answer”,	“text”:	”	If	your	central	air	conditioner	unit	(AC)	experiences	a	power	outage,	it	may	need	to	be	reset	in	order	to	work	properly	again.	Here’s	how	to	do	it:	First,	locate	the
AC’s	breaker	box	and	flip	the	switch	that	controls	the	AC	unit	to	the	“Off”	position.	Next,	unplug	the	AC	unit	from	its	power	source.	Once	the	AC	unit	is	off	and	unplugged,	wait	5	minutes	before	flipping	the	breaker	switch	back	to	the	“On”	position	and	plugging	the	unit	back	in.	After	following	these	steps,	your	AC	should	be	reset	and	should	start
working	again	once	you	turn	it	on	at	your	thermostat.	If	your	ACunit	doesn’t	start	working	or	if	you	experience	any	other	issues,	contact	a	professional	for	help.”	}	}	,{“@type”:	“Question”,	“name”:	“Why	is	My	Ac	Blowing	Warm	Air	After	Power	Went	Out?	“,	“acceptedAnswer”:	{	“@type”:	“Answer”,	“text”:	”	If	your	AC	is	blowing	warm	air	after	a
power	outage,	there	are	several	possible	explanations.	The	most	likely	cause	is	that	the	AC	unit	itself	is	not	getting	enough	power	to	properly	cool	the	air.	This	can	be	caused	by	a	tripped	circuit	breaker	or	blown	fuse.	If	you	have	checked	these	things	and	the	AC	still	isn’t	working,	it’s	possible	that	the	compressor	is	damaged	and	will	need	to	be
replaced.	Another	possibility	is	that	the	Freon	levels	in	the	AC	unit	are	low,	which	can	happen	if	there’s	a	leak	in	the	system.	A	qualified	technician	will	be	able	to	diagnose	and	fix	the	problem.”	}	}	,{“@type”:	“Question”,	“name”:	“Can	a	Power	Outage	Damage	an	Air	Conditioner?	“,	“acceptedAnswer”:	{	“@type”:	“Answer”,	“text”:	”	A	power	outage
can	damage	an	air	conditioner	in	a	few	ways.	If	the	outage	is	caused	by	a	surge	of	electricity,	it	could	cause	the	compressor	or	other	electrical	components	to	fail.	If	the	unit	is	left	without	power	for	too	long,	the	refrigerant	in	the	system	could	start	to	degrade	and	cause	problems	when	the	unit	is	turned	back	on.	In	either	case,	it’s	best	to	have	a
professional	inspect	your	air	conditioner	before	using	it	again	after	a	power	outage.”	}	}	]	}Ralph	P.	SitaRalph	P.	Sita	is	a	seasoned	professional	with	deep	roots	in	both	the	HVAC	and	tech	industries.	His	family’s	business,	Ralph	P.	Sita,	Inc.,	is	a	locally	owned	and	operated	HVAC	contractor	with	over	42	years	of	experience,	serving	the	DC,	Maryland,
and	Virginia	areas.	The	company	specializes	in	residential,	commercial,	and	industrial	heating,	ventilation,	and	air	conditioning	services,	offering	everything	from	installation	and	maintenance	to	custom	ductwork	and	indoor	air	quality	solutions	-www.ralphpsita.com.A	former	CPA,	he	spent	the	last	decade	as	co-founder	and	co-CEO	at	Cybrary,	a
leading	platform	for	cybersecurity	and	IT	training.	Cybrary	became	the	largest,	most	well-known	cybersecurity	training	businesses	in	the	industry	under	his	leadership.Smart	AC	Solutions	is	an	opportunity	to	give	back	to	the	HVAC	community	by	providing	reliable,	actionable	information	on	all	things	heating	and	cooling.	Most	power	outages	happen
when	there’s	lightning	or	storms.	Unfortunately,	our	ACs	suffer	more	from	that	than	other	electric	appliances	at	home.	Suppose	your	ac	system	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage.	First,	you	should	check	the	circuit	breaker,	capacitor,	or	compressor.	To	make	it	easier	for	you.	This	article	has	spelled	out	possible	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that
won’t	work	after	a	power	outage.	But	if	the	issue	persists,	you	allow	an	HVAC	tech	to	service	the	system.	By	doing	so,	you’ll	avoid	extra	damages.	Why	isn’t	my	AC	Working	after	Power	Outage?	If	a	power	outage	strikes	your	air	conditioning	system	and	it	fails	to	blow	cold	air,	check:	The	electrical	panelCircuit	breakerCircuits	that	run	your	AC’s
cooling	system	components	Does	Air	Conditioner	Need	to	be	Reset	After	Power	Outage?	An	HVAC	system	needs	time	to	reset	the	internal	circuit	breaker	when	a	power	outage	happens.	It	may	seem	endless	during	the	power	outage	period.	During	its	30-minute	trial.	The	inner	beaker	in	your	air	conditioning	system	tries	to	reset	itself.	How	to	Reset	AC
After	Power	Outage	One	of	the	greatest	threats	to	you	and	your	home	when	a	severe	storm	happens	is	lightning.	When	it	hits	a	service	pole,	it	creates	power	surges	that	destroy	the	power	connection	to	your	home.	Once	you	restore	power,	the	chances	are	that	your	air	conditioner	or	furnace	won’t	start.	In	this	part,	I	lay	out	several	steps	of
resetting/restoring	your	ac	system	after	a	power	outage.	In	most	cases,	you’ll	only	need	to	restart	your	appliances	when	a	power	line	problem	occurs.	Here	are	the	five	steps	you	can	line	up	to	reset	your	ac	system	when	a	power	outage	strikes:	Step	1:	Switch	off	your	AC	After	power	outages	happen,	you’ll	have	to	turn	the	thermostat	to	the	off
position.	When	the	thermostat	is	off,	an	air	conditioner	won’t	accept	power	from	the	electricity	points.	Also,	reset	the	air	conditioner	battery	pack	to	see	if	it	resolves	the	thermostat	issue.	Step	2:	Resetting	the	Tripped	Circuit	Breaker	A	tripped	breaker	can	be	dangerous,	and	you	can	blame	it	on	a	power	surge	due	to	a	weather	upset.	If	so,	a	simple	ac
unit	reset	might	sort	out	the	persistent	issues.	To	some	point,	you	may	have	placed	the	circuit	breaker	box	in	your	attic,	hallways,	laundry	room,	or	garage.	You	can	find	the	circuit	breaker	box	within	a	tin	box	on	your	wall.	If	you’ve	seen	it,	examine	the	switch	that	has	a	connection	with	the	ac	unit.	Shut	the	switch	by	twisting	it	to	the	right,	then	to	its
neutral	position.	All	homes	need	a	breaker	to	avoid	fires,	lightning	strikes,	and	other	disasters.	Step	3:	Waiting	Time	(Half	Hour)	After	resetting	the	HVAC	circuit	breaker.	Give	it	half	an	hour	to	restore	its	internal	parts	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	you	have	to	look	at	the	thermostat	in	your	air	conditioning	system	to	see	if	it’s	off.	Step	4:	Turning	it	on
After	you’ve	waited	for	half	an	hour	or	so,	it’s	now	time	to	power	on	the	ac	system.	First,	switch	the	ac	system	thermostat	in	its	quiet	mode.	The	calm	manner	allows	your	air	conditioning	unit	to	run	as	usual	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	fix	it	at	five	units	lower	than	your	home’s	temperature	to	boost	cold	or	cool	air.	Ring	an	HVAC	professional	If	the
above	steps	don’t	end	your	HVAC	not	blowing	cold	air	problem,	ring	an	HVAC	professional.	The	HVAC	pro	will	examine	all	the	HVAC	parts	to	prevent	further	damages.	Why	AC	is	not	Working	After	Power	Outage	1.	Tripped	circuit	breaker	A	home’s	air	conditioner	has	two	units:	Indoor	air	handler	which	houses	both	the	evaporator	coil	and	fanOutdoor
condenser	unit	Now,	both	units	connect	to	individual	circuits	on	the	internal	breaker.	Manufacturers	designed	the	circuit	breakers	to	oversee	current	flow.	When	the	internal	breaker	senses	electrical	currents	from	a	power	surge,	it	trips.	The	thermostat	shuts	down	to	guard	your	air	conditioner.	Sometimes,	the	circuit	breaker	in	the	outdoor	unit	trips
but	the	one	on	the	indoor	unit	doesn’t.	So	if	the	indifferent	happens,	it	shows	that	the	indoor	unit	(evaporator	coil	and	fan)	will	run	okay.	But	if	the	outdoor	unit	doesn’t	kick	in,	the	air	conditioner	won’t	be	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	Your	outdoor	unit	dispels	heat	from	within	your	home.	But	if	the	unit’s	circuit	breaker	trips,	the	heat	will	reverse	towards
your	indoor	air.	For	that	reason,	the	AC	vents	will	dispel	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	In	short,	you’ll	have	an	air	conditioner	with	a	faulty	cooling	system.	Here’s	what	you	can	do:	•	Reach	for	the	circuit	breaker	to	see	the	one	that	regulates	your	air	conditioner.	Labels	to	check	“Air	handler,”	“Indoor	AC,”	and	“Condenser”	“Outdoor	AC.”	•	If	you	notice
a	tripped	compressor	circuit	(OFF	position),	reset	it	to	see	if	it	produces	cool	air	after	an	hour.	Ring	an	HVAC	pro	to	test	and	work	out	the	problem	if	it	trips	faster	to	the	“OFF	position”	again.	Read	on	if	you	still	can’t	notice	a	tripped	breaker	and	your	ac	unit	doesn’t	blow	cool	air.	2.	Bad	capacitor	The	capacitor	in	your	ac	unit	is	a	small	silver-like
gadget	that	stays	in	the	compressor	(outdoor	unit).	It	helps	an	ac	unit	to	start.	Unfortunately,	capacitors	collapse	after	power	outages.	The	collapse	is	due	to	its	vulnerability	to	power	surges	from	time	to	time.	That	is,	after	the	AC	powers	on.	So,	how	does	a	faulty	capacitor	generate	warm	air	in	the	air	handler?	If	the	AC	capacitor	becomes	defective,
the	outdoor	unit	won’t	start.	Also,	a	faulty	capacitor	means	your	indoor	air	handler	will	still	run	but	won’t	dispel	the	warm	air.	Hence	your	home	will	have	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	If	an	AC	capacitor	is	faulty,	you	can	tell	by	looking	at	it	since	it	will	be	bulgy	on	top	and	leaking	oil.	Since	a	capacitor	is	an	electrical	component,	I	recommend	an	HVAC
pro	examine	it.	If	you	decide	to	explore	the	capacitor	by	yourself,	brace	for	danger!	Plus,	you	may	end	your	AC	warranty.	If	you	need	to	replace	the	AC	capacitor,	they	cost	$90+.	3.	Compressor	Failure	The	electrical	surge	can	destroy	your	air	conditioner	compressor	in	the	worst-case	scenario.	The	compressor	sits	in	the	outdoor	unit,	and	it	plays	an
immense	role	in	your	AC’s	heat	transfer	system.	Also,	the	compressor	pumps	the	refrigerant	(heat	transfer	substance)	around	the	air	handler.	So,	a	dead	compressor	means	no	refrigerant.	When	your	cooling	system	has	no	refrigerant	to	absorb	heat	from	your	house,	warm	air	rules.	Unfortunately,	you’ll	cough	up	$1,350+	depending	on	the	compressor
size	and	type	you	need.	But,	the	new	compressor	should	match	the	indoor	unit.	Since	it’s	a	high-priced	repair,	I’d	tell	you	to	get	an	HVAC	professional’s	opinion	before	replacing	it	with	a	fresh	one.	A	reliable	HVAC	tech	will	point	out	your	compressor’s	problem.	Can	a	Power	Outage	Damage	an	Air	Conditioner?	If	you	reset	the	AC	breaker,	but	the
problem	is	still	persistent,	it’s	electrical	damage.	Try	the	following	steps	if	your	air	conditioning	unit	has	these	symptoms:	Breaker	won’t	Reset	If	more	than	one	external	circuit	won’t	restart	after	your	unit	has	shut	off,	then	there’s	damage	beyond	the	AC	unit.	For	example,	a	power	surge	due	to	lightning	may	have	caused	the	said	problem.	You’ll	have
to	call	an	HVAC	tech	to	correct	the	damage	in	such	a	case.	AC	Breaker	Trips	If	the	breaker	trips	without	a	stop,	it’s	a	sign	that	your	air	conditioning	unit	has	an	electrical	fault.	But,	if	the	tripping	breaker	is	the	only	problem.	Your	air	conditioning	system	overheats.	When	a	cooling	system	overheats,	it	draws	extra	power.	Fault	Indication	due	to	Lack	of
Regular	Maintenance	At	first,	you	may	notice	your	air	conditioning	unit	runs	without	a	stop.	,	it	causes	the	evaporator	coil	to	freeze.	As	a	result,	the	unit	may	use	more	power	which	trips	the	circuit,	causing	water	leaks.	If	your	air	conditioning	unit	hasn’t	had	regular	maintenance,	problems	pop	up.	You’ll	have	to	schedule	tune-up	services	with	an
HVAC	pro	right	away.	Fault	Indication	due	to	AC	Components	Refrigerant	leaks:	if	the	air	conditioning	system	consumes	extra	power.	A	refrigerant	may	be	the	cause.	The	refrigerant	overflows	through	the	AC	coils	for	your	house	to	stay	cool.	If	the	refrigerant	levels	shoot	down	due	to	leakage,	the	cooling	system	will	run	longer	but	won’t	cool	the
house.	Fan	motor:	if	the	unit’s	fan	is	faulty	or	has	a	reduced	speed,	the	system	coils	won’t	cool.	Moreover,	the	unit	runs	longer	while	at	the	same	time	it	consumes	more	power.	Compressor	failure:	if	the	situation	is	complicated,	blame	it	on	a	dead	compressor	since	it’s	the	AC’s	heart.	Inquire	about	the	services	of	an	HVAC	tech	who	will	diagnose	the
capacitor.	AC	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	FAQs	How	do	I	Restart	my	Air	Conditioner	After	a	Power	Outage?	Switch	off	your	cooling	systemFlip	the	ac	circuit	breakerRevisit	the	circuit	breakerWait	for	half	an	hourFlip	the	thermostat	to	its	correct	position	Where	is	the	Reset	Button	on	my	AC	Unit?	First,	look	for	it	on	the	unit’s	exterior	part,	on
the	bottom	side,	close	to	the	base.	If	you	don’t	locate	the	reset	button	on	the	outdoor	system,	check	it	in	the	indoor	unit’s	service	panel.	Air	Conditioner	Auto-Restart	After	Power	Failure	Your	system’s	inner	circuitry	resets	after	some	time	when	you	turn	it	on.	The	reset	job	takes	about	half	an	hour,	so	relax	and	check	it	after	30	minutes.	Turn	the
thermostat	back	on.	Can	a	Power	Surge	Mess	up	a	Thermostat?	If	the	settings	on	the	unit’s	thermostat	need	attention	to	provide	cooling.	It	will	affect	the	following	parts:	Heating	systemVentilationCooling	system	Conclusion		We’ve	covered	some	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	isn’t	blowing	cold	air	after	a	power	outage.	But	it’s	useless	when	an
ac	system	stops	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	And	I	bet	you	wouldn’t	sit	down	without	doing	anything	about	it,	am	I	lying?	So	if	you	are	eager	to	root	out	your	AC’s	problem,	this	article	has	what	you	need.	You	only	need	to	save	a	few	minutes	to	do	the	job.	It	isn’t	that	complicated.	I	mean,	it’s	easy	to	check	the	thermostat’s	batteries,	plumbing	system,
vents,	or	heat	pump.		An	AC	inspection	isn’t	a	tough	job,	but	if	you	can’t	do	it,	the	source	for	HVAC	services.		Finally,	why	should	you	wait	for	a	long	time	before	you	schedule	maintenance	services	for	your	AC?		Imagine	this:	You're	sitting	at	home	on	a	sweltering	summer	day	when	a	sudden	power	outage	leaves	you	without	electricity.		When	the
power	finally	comes	back	on,	you're	relieved	–	but	your	air	conditioning	(AC)	system	won't	start	up.		As	the	temperature	inside	your	home	continues	to	climb,	you're	left	wondering	why	your	AC	system	isn't	working	and	what	you	can	do	to	fix	it.		In	this	article,	we'll	explore	why	AC	systems	sometimes	stop	working	after	power	outages,	potential
reasons	for	system	failures,	and	steps	you	can	take	to	get	your	AC	up	and	running	again.		Here	at	Sunset	Heating,	we	prioritize	the	comfort	and	ease	of	our	customers.	If	you’re	experiencing	anything	unusual	with	your	AC	system,	don’t	hesitate	to	call	(503)	500-5866	for	professional	assistance!	To	better	understand	the	relationship	between	power
outages	and	AC	systems,	let's	take	a	closer	look	at	the	components	involved	and	how	they	interact	with	each	other.		An	air	conditioning	system	is	composed	of	several	key	components,	including	the	compressor,	condenser,	evaporator,	and	air	handler.		These	components	work	together	in	a	continuous	cycle	to	remove	heat	from	your	home	and
maintain	a	comfortable	indoor	temperature.	Here's	a	brief	overview	of	how	the	process	works:	Compressor:	The	compressor	is	the	heart	of	your	AC	system.	It	pressurizes	refrigerant	gas,	raising	its	temperature	and	enabling	it	to	absorb	heat	from	your	home.	The	compressor	requires	a	steady	supply	of	electricity	to	function,	which	is	interrupted
during	a	power	outage.	Condenser:	The	condenser	is	located	in	the	outdoor	unit	of	your	AC	system.	It	releases	the	absorbed	heat	from	the	refrigerant	into	the	outside	air,	allowing	the	refrigerant	to	cool	and	change	from	a	gas	back	into	a	liquid	state.	Evaporator:	Inside	your	home,	the	evaporator	coil	absorbs	heat	from	the	indoor	air	as	the	cooled
refrigerant	flows	through	it.	As	the	refrigerant	absorbs	heat,	it	evaporates	and	becomes	a	low-pressure	gas,	which	is	then	sent	back	to	the	compressor	to	restart	the	cycle.	Air	Handler:	The	air	handler	is	responsible	for	circulating	cooled	air	throughout	your	home.	It	houses	the	blower	motor,	which	pushes	the	cooled	air	through	your	ductwork	and	into
your	living	spaces.	During	a	power	outage,	the	flow	of	electricity	to	your	AC	system	is	interrupted,	causing	the	compressor	and	other	components	to	shut	down.		When	power	is	restored,	the	system	should	automatically	restart	–	but	as	you	may	have	seen,	that's	not	always	the	case.		Issues	such	as	blown	fuses,	tripped	breakers,	or	damage	to	the
compressor,	blower	motor,	or	variable	speed	motor,	can	prevent	your	AC	system	from	working	again.	Here's	a	more	detailed	look	at	these	potential	causes:	During	a	power	outage,	electrical	surges	can	occur	as	the	power	grid	stabilizes.		These	surges	can	cause	fuses	to	blow	or	circuit	breakers	to	trip,	preventing	your	AC	system	from	receiving	power.
The	compressor	is	a	vital	component	of	your	AC	system,	responsible	for	pressurizing	the	refrigerant	gas.		Power	outages	and	subsequent	voltage	fluctuations	can	stress	the	compressor,	causing	it	to	overheat	or	suffer	from	electrical	damage.		In	extreme	cases,	these	stresses	can	lead	to	total	compressor	failure,	requiring	a	replacement	to	restore	your
AC	system's	functionality.	The	blower	motor	circulates	the	cooled	air	throughout	your	home.		During	a	power	outage,	voltage	fluctuations	and	power	surges	can	cause	damage	to	the	blower	motor's	electrical	components	or	its	capacitor.		The	AC	capacitor	is	responsible	for	providing	the	initial	burst	of	energy	needed	for	the	motor	to	start.		A	damaged



blower	motor	or	capacitor	can	prevent	your	AC	system	from	working	properly.	Many	modern	AC	systems	use	variable	speed	motors,	which	adjust	their	speed	to	maintain	a	consistent	temperature	more	efficiently.		These	motors	can	be	sensitive	to	power	fluctuations.		As	such,	voltage	irregularities	during	a	power	outage	can	damage	the	motor's
control	board,	potentially	leading	to	failure.	Power	outages	can	affect	the	control	board	of	your	AC	system,	which	manages	its	various	functions.	A	damaged	control	board	may	prevent	your	system	from	starting	up	or	operating	correctly.		Similarly,	thermostat	issues	can	arise	after	a	power	outage,	preventing	proper	communication	between	the
thermostat	and	the	AC	system.	If	your	AC	system	isn't	working	after	a	power	outage,	try	the	following	troubleshooting	steps	before	calling	a	professional	HVAC	technician:	Some	AC	systems	have	a	built-in	delay	to	protect	the	compressor	from	short	cycling.	Wait	for	at	least	5	to	10	minutes	after	power	is	restored	to	see	if	your	AC	system	restarts	on	its
own.	Inspect	your	home's	electrical	panel	for	any	tripped	breakers	or	blown	fuses.	Reset	any	tripped	breakers	by	flipping	them	from	“off”	to	“on”.	If	necessary,	replace	any	blown	fuses	with	new	ones	of	the	same	rating.	Examine	your	outdoor	AC	unit	for	visible	signs	of	damage,	such	as	melted	wires,	a	damaged	capacitor,	or	debris	obstructing	the	fan.
Clear	away	any	debris	and	address	any	visible	issues	if	you	feel	comfortable	doing	so.	Make	sure	your	thermostat	is	set	to	"cool"	mode	and	that	the	temperature	setting	is	lower	than	the	current	room	temperature.	Additionally,	check	for	any	loose	wires	or	a	dead	thermostat	battery,	and	replace	the	battery	if	needed.	Turn	off	your	AC	system	at	the
thermostat,	switch	off	the	breaker	for	the	AC	system	in	your	home's	electrical	panel,	and	wait	for	30	minutes.	Then,	switch	the	breaker	back	on	and	turn	your	AC	system	back	on	at	the	thermostat.	Unusual	noises,	such	as	grinding	or	screeching	sounds,	may	indicate	a	problem	with	your	AC	system's	motor	or	other	components.	If	you	hear	any	strange
sounds,	turn	off	your	system	and	contact	a	professional.	If	you've	tried	these	troubleshooting	steps	and	your	AC	system	still	isn't	working,	it's	time	to	call	a	professional	HVAC	technician.	You	can	trust	Sunset	Heating	for	your	air	conditioning	repair	needs.		Call	us	at	(503)	500-5866	for	expert	assistance,	today!	If	your	AC	system	isn't	working	after	a
power	outage,	resetting	the	system	and	thermostat	might	help.	Here's	a	step-by-step	guide	on	how	to	properly	reset	your	AC	system	and	thermostat:	Set	your	thermostat	to	the	"off"	position	to	ensure	your	AC	system	isn't	trying	to	run	while	you're	resetting	it.	Locate	the	circuit	breaker	for	your	AC	system	in	your	home's	electrical	panel.	It	should	be
labeled	with	a	description	or	the	word	"AC."	Turn	the	breaker	off	by	flipping	the	switch	to	the	"off"	position.	Allow	your	AC	system	to	remain	off	for	30	minutes.	This	gives	the	system	time	to	reset	itself	and	can	help	protect	the	compressor	from	short	cycling.	After	waiting	for	30	minutes,	go	back	to	your	home's	electrical	panel	and	flip	the	AC	system's
breaker	back	to	the	"on"	position.	Go	to	your	thermostat	and	set	it	to	"cool"	mode.	Adjust	the	temperature	setting	to	be	lower	than	the	current	room	temperature.	This	will	prompt	the	AC	system	to	turn	on	and	begin	cooling	your	home.	While	it's	always	helpful	to	know	some	basic	troubleshooting	steps	for	your	AC	system,	it's	equally	important	to
recognize	the	value	of	professional	AC	repair	services.	Tackling	complex	issues	on	your	own	can	lead	to	further	damage,	and	in	some	cases,	void	the	warranty	on	your	AC	system.		Professional	HVAC	technicians	have	years	of	training	and	experience	working	with	various	AC	systems,	giving	them	the	knowledge	and	skills	required	to	diagnose	and
repair	even	the	most	complex	issues.	They	can	quickly	identify	the	root	cause	of	a	problem	and	recommend	the	most	effective	solution,	saving	you	time	and	frustration.	AC	systems	involve	electrical	components	and	refrigerants,	which	can	be	dangerous	if	not	handled	properly.	Professionals	are	trained	to	safely	work	with	these	elements,	reducing	the
risk	of	injury	or	further	damage	to	your	AC	system.	Many	AC	systems	come	with	warranties	that	require	you	to	use	professional	repair	services	for	any	issues.	Attempting	DIY	repairs	on	your	system	may	void	the	warranty,	leaving	you	to	cover	the	cost	of	any	future	repairs	or	replacements.	HVAC	technicians	have	access	to	specialized	tools	and
equipment	needed	to	diagnose	and	repair	AC	system	issues	efficiently.	Trying	to	fix	a	problem	without	the	right	tools	can	be	challenging	and	may	even	cause	additional	damage.	If	your	AC	isn't	working	after	a	power	outage,	contact	Sunset	Heating	for	prompt	and	reliable	air	conditioning	repair	services	in	Portland.	Our	team	of	experts	is	ready	to	help
you	stay	cool	and	comfortable,	even	when	the	power	goes	out.	Call	us	now	at	(503)	500-5866	to	schedule	a	service	appointment.	Most	power	outages	happen	when	there’s	lightning	or	storms.	Unfortunately,	our	ACs	suffer	more	from	that	than	other	electric	appliances	at	home.	Suppose	your	ac	system	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage.	First,	you
should	check	the	circuit	breaker,	capacitor,	or	compressor.	To	make	it	easier	for	you.	This	article	has	spelled	out	possible	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	won’t	work	after	a	power	outage.	But	if	the	issue	persists,	you	allow	an	HVAC	tech	to	service	the	system.	By	doing	so,	you’ll	avoid	extra	damages.	Why	isn’t	my	AC	Working	after	Power
Outage?	If	a	power	outage	strikes	your	air	conditioning	system	and	it	fails	to	blow	cold	air,	check:	The	electrical	panelCircuit	breakerCircuits	that	run	your	AC’s	cooling	system	components	Does	Air	Conditioner	Need	to	be	Reset	After	Power	Outage?	An	HVAC	system	needs	time	to	reset	the	internal	circuit	breaker	when	a	power	outage	happens.	It
may	seem	endless	during	the	power	outage	period.	During	its	30-minute	trial.	The	inner	beaker	in	your	air	conditioning	system	tries	to	reset	itself.	How	to	Reset	AC	After	Power	Outage	One	of	the	greatest	threats	to	you	and	your	home	when	a	severe	storm	happens	is	lightning.	When	it	hits	a	service	pole,	it	creates	power	surges	that	destroy	the
power	connection	to	your	home.	Once	you	restore	power,	the	chances	are	that	your	air	conditioner	or	furnace	won’t	start.	In	this	part,	I	lay	out	several	steps	of	resetting/restoring	your	ac	system	after	a	power	outage.	In	most	cases,	you’ll	only	need	to	restart	your	appliances	when	a	power	line	problem	occurs.	Here	are	the	five	steps	you	can	line	up	to
reset	your	ac	system	when	a	power	outage	strikes:	Step	1:	Switch	off	your	AC	After	power	outages	happen,	you’ll	have	to	turn	the	thermostat	to	the	off	position.	When	the	thermostat	is	off,	an	air	conditioner	won’t	accept	power	from	the	electricity	points.	Also,	reset	the	air	conditioner	battery	pack	to	see	if	it	resolves	the	thermostat	issue.	Step	2:
Resetting	the	Tripped	Circuit	Breaker	A	tripped	breaker	can	be	dangerous,	and	you	can	blame	it	on	a	power	surge	due	to	a	weather	upset.	If	so,	a	simple	ac	unit	reset	might	sort	out	the	persistent	issues.	To	some	point,	you	may	have	placed	the	circuit	breaker	box	in	your	attic,	hallways,	laundry	room,	or	garage.	You	can	find	the	circuit	breaker	box
within	a	tin	box	on	your	wall.	If	you’ve	seen	it,	examine	the	switch	that	has	a	connection	with	the	ac	unit.	Shut	the	switch	by	twisting	it	to	the	right,	then	to	its	neutral	position.	All	homes	need	a	breaker	to	avoid	fires,	lightning	strikes,	and	other	disasters.	Step	3:	Waiting	Time	(Half	Hour)	After	resetting	the	HVAC	circuit	breaker.	Give	it	half	an	hour	to
restore	its	internal	parts	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	you	have	to	look	at	the	thermostat	in	your	air	conditioning	system	to	see	if	it’s	off.	Step	4:	Turning	it	on	After	you’ve	waited	for	half	an	hour	or	so,	it’s	now	time	to	power	on	the	ac	system.	First,	switch	the	ac	system	thermostat	in	its	quiet	mode.	The	calm	manner	allows	your	air	conditioning	unit	to
run	as	usual	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	fix	it	at	five	units	lower	than	your	home’s	temperature	to	boost	cold	or	cool	air.	Ring	an	HVAC	professional	If	the	above	steps	don’t	end	your	HVAC	not	blowing	cold	air	problem,	ring	an	HVAC	professional.	The	HVAC	pro	will	examine	all	the	HVAC	parts	to	prevent	further	damages.	Why	AC	is	not	Working	After
Power	Outage	1.	Tripped	circuit	breaker	A	home’s	air	conditioner	has	two	units:	Indoor	air	handler	which	houses	both	the	evaporator	coil	and	fanOutdoor	condenser	unit	Now,	both	units	connect	to	individual	circuits	on	the	internal	breaker.	Manufacturers	designed	the	circuit	breakers	to	oversee	current	flow.	When	the	internal	breaker	senses
electrical	currents	from	a	power	surge,	it	trips.	The	thermostat	shuts	down	to	guard	your	air	conditioner.	Sometimes,	the	circuit	breaker	in	the	outdoor	unit	trips	but	the	one	on	the	indoor	unit	doesn’t.	So	if	the	indifferent	happens,	it	shows	that	the	indoor	unit	(evaporator	coil	and	fan)	will	run	okay.	But	if	the	outdoor	unit	doesn’t	kick	in,	the	air
conditioner	won’t	be	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	Your	outdoor	unit	dispels	heat	from	within	your	home.	But	if	the	unit’s	circuit	breaker	trips,	the	heat	will	reverse	towards	your	indoor	air.	For	that	reason,	the	AC	vents	will	dispel	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	In	short,	you’ll	have	an	air	conditioner	with	a	faulty	cooling	system.	Here’s	what	you	can	do:	•
Reach	for	the	circuit	breaker	to	see	the	one	that	regulates	your	air	conditioner.	Labels	to	check	“Air	handler,”	“Indoor	AC,”	and	“Condenser”	“Outdoor	AC.”	•	If	you	notice	a	tripped	compressor	circuit	(OFF	position),	reset	it	to	see	if	it	produces	cool	air	after	an	hour.	Ring	an	HVAC	pro	to	test	and	work	out	the	problem	if	it	trips	faster	to	the	“OFF
position”	again.	Read	on	if	you	still	can’t	notice	a	tripped	breaker	and	your	ac	unit	doesn’t	blow	cool	air.	2.	Bad	capacitor	The	capacitor	in	your	ac	unit	is	a	small	silver-like	gadget	that	stays	in	the	compressor	(outdoor	unit).	It	helps	an	ac	unit	to	start.	Unfortunately,	capacitors	collapse	after	power	outages.	The	collapse	is	due	to	its	vulnerability	to
power	surges	from	time	to	time.	That	is,	after	the	AC	powers	on.	So,	how	does	a	faulty	capacitor	generate	warm	air	in	the	air	handler?	If	the	AC	capacitor	becomes	defective,	the	outdoor	unit	won’t	start.	Also,	a	faulty	capacitor	means	your	indoor	air	handler	will	still	run	but	won’t	dispel	the	warm	air.	Hence	your	home	will	have	warm	air	instead	of
cold	air.	If	an	AC	capacitor	is	faulty,	you	can	tell	by	looking	at	it	since	it	will	be	bulgy	on	top	and	leaking	oil.	Since	a	capacitor	is	an	electrical	component,	I	recommend	an	HVAC	pro	examine	it.	If	you	decide	to	explore	the	capacitor	by	yourself,	brace	for	danger!	Plus,	you	may	end	your	AC	warranty.	If	you	need	to	replace	the	AC	capacitor,	they	cost
$90+.	3.	Compressor	Failure	The	electrical	surge	can	destroy	your	air	conditioner	compressor	in	the	worst-case	scenario.	The	compressor	sits	in	the	outdoor	unit,	and	it	plays	an	immense	role	in	your	AC’s	heat	transfer	system.	Also,	the	compressor	pumps	the	refrigerant	(heat	transfer	substance)	around	the	air	handler.	So,	a	dead	compressor	means
no	refrigerant.	When	your	cooling	system	has	no	refrigerant	to	absorb	heat	from	your	house,	warm	air	rules.	Unfortunately,	you’ll	cough	up	$1,350+	depending	on	the	compressor	size	and	type	you	need.	But,	the	new	compressor	should	match	the	indoor	unit.	Since	it’s	a	high-priced	repair,	I’d	tell	you	to	get	an	HVAC	professional’s	opinion	before
replacing	it	with	a	fresh	one.	A	reliable	HVAC	tech	will	point	out	your	compressor’s	problem.	Can	a	Power	Outage	Damage	an	Air	Conditioner?	If	you	reset	the	AC	breaker,	but	the	problem	is	still	persistent,	it’s	electrical	damage.	Try	the	following	steps	if	your	air	conditioning	unit	has	these	symptoms:	Breaker	won’t	Reset	If	more	than	one	external
circuit	won’t	restart	after	your	unit	has	shut	off,	then	there’s	damage	beyond	the	AC	unit.	For	example,	a	power	surge	due	to	lightning	may	have	caused	the	said	problem.	You’ll	have	to	call	an	HVAC	tech	to	correct	the	damage	in	such	a	case.	AC	Breaker	Trips	If	the	breaker	trips	without	a	stop,	it’s	a	sign	that	your	air	conditioning	unit	has	an	electrical
fault.	But,	if	the	tripping	breaker	is	the	only	problem.	Your	air	conditioning	system	overheats.	When	a	cooling	system	overheats,	it	draws	extra	power.	Fault	Indication	due	to	Lack	of	Regular	Maintenance	At	first,	you	may	notice	your	air	conditioning	unit	runs	without	a	stop.	,	it	causes	the	evaporator	coil	to	freeze.	As	a	result,	the	unit	may	use	more
power	which	trips	the	circuit,	causing	water	leaks.	If	your	air	conditioning	unit	hasn’t	had	regular	maintenance,	problems	pop	up.	You’ll	have	to	schedule	tune-up	services	with	an	HVAC	pro	right	away.	Fault	Indication	due	to	AC	Components	Refrigerant	leaks:	if	the	air	conditioning	system	consumes	extra	power.	A	refrigerant	may	be	the	cause.	The
refrigerant	overflows	through	the	AC	coils	for	your	house	to	stay	cool.	If	the	refrigerant	levels	shoot	down	due	to	leakage,	the	cooling	system	will	run	longer	but	won’t	cool	the	house.	Fan	motor:	if	the	unit’s	fan	is	faulty	or	has	a	reduced	speed,	the	system	coils	won’t	cool.	Moreover,	the	unit	runs	longer	while	at	the	same	time	it	consumes	more	power.
Compressor	failure:	if	the	situation	is	complicated,	blame	it	on	a	dead	compressor	since	it’s	the	AC’s	heart.	Inquire	about	the	services	of	an	HVAC	tech	who	will	diagnose	the	capacitor.	AC	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	FAQs	How	do	I	Restart	my	Air	Conditioner	After	a	Power	Outage?	Switch	off	your	cooling	systemFlip	the	ac	circuit	breakerRevisit
the	circuit	breakerWait	for	half	an	hourFlip	the	thermostat	to	its	correct	position	Where	is	the	Reset	Button	on	my	AC	Unit?	First,	look	for	it	on	the	unit’s	exterior	part,	on	the	bottom	side,	close	to	the	base.	If	you	don’t	locate	the	reset	button	on	the	outdoor	system,	check	it	in	the	indoor	unit’s	service	panel.	Air	Conditioner	Auto-Restart	After	Power
Failure	Your	system’s	inner	circuitry	resets	after	some	time	when	you	turn	it	on.	The	reset	job	takes	about	half	an	hour,	so	relax	and	check	it	after	30	minutes.	Turn	the	thermostat	back	on.	Can	a	Power	Surge	Mess	up	a	Thermostat?	If	the	settings	on	the	unit’s	thermostat	need	attention	to	provide	cooling.	It	will	affect	the	following	parts:	Heating
systemVentilationCooling	system	Conclusion		We’ve	covered	some	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	isn’t	blowing	cold	air	after	a	power	outage.	But	it’s	useless	when	an	ac	system	stops	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	And	I	bet	you	wouldn’t	sit	down	without	doing	anything	about	it,	am	I	lying?	So	if	you	are	eager	to	root	out	your	AC’s	problem,	this
article	has	what	you	need.	You	only	need	to	save	a	few	minutes	to	do	the	job.	It	isn’t	that	complicated.	I	mean,	it’s	easy	to	check	the	thermostat’s	batteries,	plumbing	system,	vents,	or	heat	pump.		An	AC	inspection	isn’t	a	tough	job,	but	if	you	can’t	do	it,	the	source	for	HVAC	services.		Finally,	why	should	you	wait	for	a	long	time	before	you	schedule
maintenance	services	for	your	AC?		Understanding	HVAC	Issues	Following	a	Power	Outage:	Troubleshooting	TipsExperiencing	a	power	outage	can	significantly	impact	your	home’s	HVAC	system,	often	leading	to	common	problems	such	as	the	system	failing	to	turn	on.	This	issue	is	particularly	concerning	during	extreme	weather	conditions,	when
reliance	on	heating	and	cooling	becomes	essential.When	the	power	goes	out,	HVAC	systems,	which	are	intricate	electrical	networks,	may	suffer	from	surges	that	can	harm	their	components,	including	the	thermostat	and	control	board.	Furthermore,	outages	frequently	reset	thermostats,	resulting	in	programming	errors	that	prevent	the	HVAC	unit
from	starting	properly.In	this	article,	we	will	identify	various	causes	for	why	your	HVAC	might	not	turn	on	after	a	power	outage	and	offer	practical	troubleshooting	steps.	Key	areas	to	check	include	the	furnace	switch’s	position,	ensuring	it’s	turned	on,	examining	the	circuit	breaker	for	any	trips,	and	verifying	if	the	thermostat	needs	resetting.	If	you’ve
gone	through	these	checks	and	the	system	remains	unresponsive,	it	might	be	time	to	contact	a	qualified	HVAC	technician	for	further	assistance.By	understanding	how	power	outages	affect	your	heating	and	cooling	systems	and	knowing	the	right	steps	to	take,	you	can	better	maintain	comfort	in	your	home.Understanding	the	impact	of	power	outages
on	your	HVAC	system	is	critical	to	maintaining	the	comfort	and	safety	of	your	home	or	business.	Power	outages	can	cause	damage	to	HVAC	systems,	resulting	in	costly	repairs	and	replacements.During	an	outage,	the	sudden	loss	of	power	can	cause	the	system	to	shut	down,	creating	potential	damage	to	the	compressor	and	motors.	Additionally,	power
surges	can	cause	damage	to	electrical	components,	including	the	thermostat	and	control	board.It	is	essential	to	have	a	backup	power	source,	such	as	a	generator,	to	keep	your	HVAC	system	running	during	an	outage.Regular	maintenance	and	inspections	can	also	help	prevent	damage	and	ensure	your	system	is	always	in	good	working	order.Credit:
professionalservicetoday.comAfter	a	power	outage,	your	HVAC	system	may	not	turn	on	right	away.	This	is	because	the	system	needs	to	reset	itself	after	the	power	has	been	restored.	If	your	HVAC	system	does	not	turn	on	within	a	few	minutes	after	the	power	is	back	on,	you	may	need	to	reset	the	system	manually.If	your	HVAC	won’t	turn	on	after
power	outage,	there	are	a	few	possible	reasons	why.	First,	check	to	see	if	your	furnace	switch	is	in	the	“on”	position.	If	it’s	not,	flip	the	switch	and	try	again.If	that	doesn’t	work,	check	to	see	if	there’s	a	blown	fuse	or	tripped	circuit	breaker.	Reset	the	breaker	or	replace	the	fuse	and	try	again.	If	neither	of	those	solutions	works,	it’s	possible	that	your
furnace	pilot	light	went	out	during	the	power	outage.relight	the	pilot	light	following	the	instructions	in	your	furnace	manual.	If	you	still	can’t	get	your	furnace	to	turn	on,	call	a	qualified	HVAC	technician	for	assistance.If	your	air	conditioner	unit	experiences	a	power	outage,	it	is	important	to	reset	the	unit	properly	before	turning	it	back	on.	Here	are
the	steps	to	follow:1.	Locate	the	breaker	box	and	flip	the	switch	for	your	air	conditioner	unit	to	the	“off”	position.2.	Wait	for	30	seconds,	then	flip	the	switch	back	to	the	“on”	position.3.	Press	the	reset	button	on	your	air	conditioner	unit	(usually	located	near	the	bottom	of	the	front	panel).4.	If	your	AC	unit	has	a	pilot	light,	relight	it	following	the
manufacturer’s	instructions.5.	Finally,	turn	on	your	air	conditioner	by	setting	it	to	its	desired	temperature	using	the	thermostat	control	panel.If	your	AC	thermostat	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	check	to	see	if	it’s	the	thermostat	or	something	else.	First,	check	to	see	if	the	batteries	are	dead.	If	they	are,	replace
them	and	see	if	that	fixes	the	problem.If	not,	then	it’s	likely	that	the	power	surge	from	the	outage	has	damaged	the	thermostat.	In	this	case,	you’ll	need	to	replace	the	thermostat.If	your	air	conditioner	is	blowing	hot	air	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	possible	reasons	why.	The	most	likely	reason	is	that	the	air	conditioner	was	not	properly	reset
after	the	power	came	back	on.	Another	possibility	is	that	there	is	something	wrong	with	the	air	conditioner	itself,	such	as	a	blown	fuse	or	tripped	circuit	breaker.If	you’re	not	sure	what	to	do,	it’s	best	to	call	a	professional	to	take	a	look	at	your	unit	and	diagnose	the	problem.If	your	window	air	conditioner	won’t	turn	on	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a
few	potential	causes.	First,	check	to	see	if	the	unit	is	receiving	power.	If	it’s	plugged	in	and	the	circuit	breaker	hasn’t	tripped,	then	the	problem	may	be	with	the	unit	itself.There	are	a	few	things	you	can	try	to	get	the	unit	working	again.	Start	by	checking	the	control	panel	to	make	sure	all	of	the	settings	are	correct.	If	everything	looks	normal,	then	try
resetting	the	unit	by	unplugging	it	for	30	seconds	and	then	plugging	it	back	in.If	your	unit	still	won’t	turn	on,	then	there	may	be	an	issue	with	the	compressor	or	other	internal	components.	In	this	case,	it’s	best	to	call	a	professional	for	repairs.If	your	AC	won’t	turn	on	after	flipping	the	breaker,	there	are	a	few	potential	causes.	First,	check	to	make
sure	that	the	breaker	itself	hasn’t	tripped.	If	it	has,	simply	flip	it	back	on	and	see	if	that	does	the	trick.If	not,	the	problem	may	be	with	the	AC	unit	itself.	It’s	possible	that	a	fuse	has	blown	inside	the	unit,	which	will	need	to	be	replaced	by	a	professional.	Or,	there	could	be	an	issue	with	the	compressor	or	one	of	the	other	major	components.In	any	case,
it’s	best	to	call	in	a	professional	to	diagnose	and	fix	the	problem.If	your	central	air	conditioner	doesn’t	restart	automatically	after	a	power	outage,	there	may	be	a	simple	fix.	Check	to	see	if	your	AC	unit	is	plugged	into	a	working	outlet.	If	it	is,	then	the	problem	may	be	with	the	unit	itself	and	you’ll	need	to	call	a	technician	for	help.But	if	your	AC	unit	is
plugged	into	a	power	strip	or	surge	protector,	that	could	be	the	issue.	Power	strips	and	surge	protectors	can	sometimes	trip	when	there’s	a	power	outage,	even	if	the	devices	they’re	protecting	are	turned	off.	So,	if	you	find	that	your	AC	unit	won’t	restart	after	a	power	outage,	try	plugging	it	directly	into	a	wall	outlet	and	see	if	that	does	the	trick.Of
course,	there	could	be	other	reasons	why	your	AC	unit	isn’t	restarting	after	a	power	outage.	If	you	have	an	older	model,	it	may	not	have	an	automatic	restart	feature.	Or,	there	could	be	something	wrong	with	the	wiring	in	your	home.In	either	case,	it’s	best	to	call	an	HVAC	technician	for	help	rather	than	trying	to	diagnose	and	fix	the	problem
yourself.If	your	air	conditioner	froze	up	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	do	to	try	to	fix	the	problem.	First,	check	to	make	sure	that	the	power	is	back	on	and	that	the	breaker	has	not	tripped.	If	everything	looks	good	there,	take	a	look	at	your	thermostat	and	make	sure	it	is	set	to	cooling	mode.Once	you	have	confirmed	that
everything	is	in	working	order,	turn	on	your	AC	unit	and	see	if	it	starts	cooling	properly.	If	your	AC	unit	does	not	start	cooling	right	away	or	if	it	seems	like	it	is	not	cooling	as	well	as	usual,	there	are	a	few	possible	causes.	One	possibility	is	that	the	Freon	levels	in	your	unit	may	be	low.Another	possibility	is	that	there	could	be	ice	buildup	somewhere	in
the	system.	If	you	think	either	of	these	could	be	the	case,	call	a	professional	HVAC	technician	for	assistance.If	your	AC	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	things	you	can	check	before	calling	a	technician.	First,	make	sure	that	the	power	is	actually	back	on.	If	it	is,	then	check	to	see	if	your	breaker	has	tripped.If	it	has,	flip	it	back	on	and
see	if	that	fixes	the	problem.	If	not,	then	you	may	have	a	more	serious	issue	and	will	need	to	call	a	technician.If	your	home	has	been	without	power	for	an	extended	period	of	time,	and	your	HVAC	won’t	turn	on	after	power	outage	automatically,	it’s	important	to	properly	reset	your	HVAC	system	before	turning	it	back	on.Depending	on	the	type	of
system	you	have,	the	process	may	vary	slightly.	However,	there	are	a	few	general	tips	to	follow	that	will	help	ensure	your	HVAC	is	working	properly	after	a	power	outage.Before	resetting	your	HVAC	system,	be	sure	to	check	all	of	the	wiring	and	connections.	If	any	damage	is	found,	it’s	best	to	have	a	professional	repair	or	replace	the	damaged	parts
before	proceeding.	Once	everything	appears	to	be	in	working	order,	you	can	begin	resetting	your	system.If	your	HVAC	has	an	electrical	disconnect	switch,	start	by	flipping	the	switch	to	the	“off”	position.	Next,	locate	the	breaker	box	and	flip	the	breaker	controlling	your	HVAC	unit	to	the	“off”	position	as	well.	Once	both	of	these	switches	have	been
turned	off,	you	can	now	proceed	with	resetting	your	thermostat.Depending	on	the	type	of	thermostat	you	have,	the	process	may	vary	slightly.	However,	most	thermostats	will	need	to	be	set	to	their	lowest	setting	and	then	turned	back	up	gradually	until	reaching	the	desired	temperature.	It’s	important	not	to	turn	your	thermostat	up	too	high	too	quickly
as	this	could	cause	damage	to	your	HVAC	system.Once	you’ve	successfully	reset	your	thermostat,	you	can	now	turn	on	both	the	electrical	disconnect	switch	and	breaker	controlling	your	unit.	Your	HVAC	should	now	be	functioning	properly!If	you’ve	recently	had	a	power	outage	and	your	AC	unit	won’t	turn	back	on,	there	are	a	few	things	that	could	be
the	problem.	First,	check	to	see	if	the	circuit	breaker	has	tripped.	If	it	has,	simply	reset	it	and	try	turning	on	your	AC	again.If	the	circuit	breaker	trips	again,	there	could	be	an	issue	with	the	wiring	in	your	home	or	with	the	AC	unit	itself.	Another	possibility	is	that	the	thermostat	was	affected	by	the	power	outage	and	needs	to	be	reset.	To	do	this,	simply
turn	off	the	power	to	the	thermostat	at	the	fuse	box	or	circuit	breaker	and	then	turn	it	back	on.Once	you’ve	done	this,	try	turning	on	your	AC	again.	If	none	of	these	solutions	work,	you	may	need	to	call	a	professional	to	take	a	look	at	your	AC	unit.If	you’ve	ever	been	without	power	for	an	extended	period	of	time,	you	know	it	can	be	a	real	hassle	to	get
your	air	conditioner	up	and	running	again.	Here’s	a	quick	guide	on	how	long	it	takes	for	AC	to	reset	after	power	outage.	It	typically	takes	about	24	hours	for	an	AC	unit	to	completely	reset	after	a	power	outage.However,	this	can	vary	depending	on	the	type	of	unit	and	the	extent	of	the	power	outage.	If	the	outage	was	caused	by	a	storm	or	other	event
that	caused	damage	to	the	unit,	it	may	take	longer	to	reset.	Additionally,	if	the	power	was	out	for	an	extended	period	of	time,	your	AC	may	need	to	be	serviced	before	it	will	work	properly	again.In	most	cases,	simply	turning	your	AC	back	on	after	a	power	outage	will	not	cause	any	damage	or	problems.	However,	if	you’re	unsure	whether	it’s	safe	to
turn	your	AC	on,	always	err	on	the	side	of	caution	and	consult	with	a	professional	before	doing	so.If	you’ve	ever	wondered	whether	or	not	you	need	to	reset	your	thermostat	after	a	power	outage,	the	answer	is	most	likely	no.	In	fact,	many	modern	thermostats	will	automatically	revert	back	to	their	previous	settings	once	power	is	restored.	However,
there	are	a	few	exceptions	to	this	rule.If	your	thermostat	was	in	the	middle	of	a	heating	or	cooling	cycle	when	the	power	went	out,	it’s	possible	that	it	could	get	stuck	in	that	mode	and	never	return	to	its	original	setting.	In	this	case,	you	would	need	to	manually	reset	your	thermostat.	Additionally,	if	your	power	outage	lasted	for	an	extended	period	of
time	(several	hours	or	more),	it’s	possible	that	your	thermometer	could	have	been	affected	by	the	change	in	temperature.In	this	case,	you	may	want	to	consider	resetting	your	thermostat	just	to	be	on	the	safe	side.After	a	power	outage,	your	HVAC	system	may	not	turn	on	right	away.	There	are	a	few	things	you	can	check	to	see	if	your	system	is
working	properly.	First,	check	the	breaker	box	to	see	if	the	power	is	back	on.If	the	power	is	off,	you’ll	need	to	reset	the	breaker.	Next,	check	the	thermostat	to	make	sure	it’s	set	to	“heat”	or	“cool.”	If	it’s	set	to	“off,”	your	system	won’t	turn	on.Finally,	check	for	any	loose	wires	that	may	have	come	loose	during	the	power	outage.	Once	you’ve	checked	all
of	these	things,	your	HVAC	system	should	turn	on	and	work	properly.Ralph	P.	SitaRalph	P.	Sita	is	a	seasoned	professional	with	deep	roots	in	both	the	HVAC	and	tech	industries.	His	family’s	business,	Ralph	P.	Sita,	Inc.,	is	a	locally	owned	and	operated	HVAC	contractor	with	over	42	years	of	experience,	serving	the	DC,	Maryland,	and	Virginia	areas.
The	company	specializes	in	residential,	commercial,	and	industrial	heating,	ventilation,	and	air	conditioning	services,	offering	everything	from	installation	and	maintenance	to	custom	ductwork	and	indoor	air	quality	solutions	-www.ralphpsita.com.A	former	CPA,	he	spent	the	last	decade	as	co-founder	and	co-CEO	at	Cybrary,	a	leading	platform	for
cybersecurity	and	IT	training.	Cybrary	became	the	largest,	most	well-known	cybersecurity	training	businesses	in	the	industry	under	his	leadership.Smart	AC	Solutions	is	an	opportunity	to	give	back	to	the	HVAC	community	by	providing	reliable,	actionable	information	on	all	things	heating	and	cooling.	Most	power	outages	happen	when	there’s
lightning	or	storms.	Unfortunately,	our	ACs	suffer	more	from	that	than	other	electric	appliances	at	home.	Suppose	your	ac	system	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage.	First,	you	should	check	the	circuit	breaker,	capacitor,	or	compressor.	To	make	it	easier	for	you.	This	article	has	spelled	out	possible	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	won’t	work
after	a	power	outage.	But	if	the	issue	persists,	you	allow	an	HVAC	tech	to	service	the	system.	By	doing	so,	you’ll	avoid	extra	damages.	Why	isn’t	my	AC	Working	after	Power	Outage?	If	a	power	outage	strikes	your	air	conditioning	system	and	it	fails	to	blow	cold	air,	check:	The	electrical	panelCircuit	breakerCircuits	that	run	your	AC’s	cooling	system
components	Does	Air	Conditioner	Need	to	be	Reset	After	Power	Outage?	An	HVAC	system	needs	time	to	reset	the	internal	circuit	breaker	when	a	power	outage	happens.	It	may	seem	endless	during	the	power	outage	period.	During	its	30-minute	trial.	The	inner	beaker	in	your	air	conditioning	system	tries	to	reset	itself.	How	to	Reset	AC	After	Power
Outage	One	of	the	greatest	threats	to	you	and	your	home	when	a	severe	storm	happens	is	lightning.	When	it	hits	a	service	pole,	it	creates	power	surges	that	destroy	the	power	connection	to	your	home.	Once	you	restore	power,	the	chances	are	that	your	air	conditioner	or	furnace	won’t	start.	In	this	part,	I	lay	out	several	steps	of	resetting/restoring
your	ac	system	after	a	power	outage.	In	most	cases,	you’ll	only	need	to	restart	your	appliances	when	a	power	line	problem	occurs.	Here	are	the	five	steps	you	can	line	up	to	reset	your	ac	system	when	a	power	outage	strikes:	Step	1:	Switch	off	your	AC	After	power	outages	happen,	you’ll	have	to	turn	the	thermostat	to	the	off	position.	When	the
thermostat	is	off,	an	air	conditioner	won’t	accept	power	from	the	electricity	points.	Also,	reset	the	air	conditioner	battery	pack	to	see	if	it	resolves	the	thermostat	issue.	Step	2:	Resetting	the	Tripped	Circuit	Breaker	A	tripped	breaker	can	be	dangerous,	and	you	can	blame	it	on	a	power	surge	due	to	a	weather	upset.	If	so,	a	simple	ac	unit	reset	might
sort	out	the	persistent	issues.	To	some	point,	you	may	have	placed	the	circuit	breaker	box	in	your	attic,	hallways,	laundry	room,	or	garage.	You	can	find	the	circuit	breaker	box	within	a	tin	box	on	your	wall.	If	you’ve	seen	it,	examine	the	switch	that	has	a	connection	with	the	ac	unit.	Shut	the	switch	by	twisting	it	to	the	right,	then	to	its	neutral	position.
All	homes	need	a	breaker	to	avoid	fires,	lightning	strikes,	and	other	disasters.	Step	3:	Waiting	Time	(Half	Hour)	After	resetting	the	HVAC	circuit	breaker.	Give	it	half	an	hour	to	restore	its	internal	parts	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	you	have	to	look	at	the	thermostat	in	your	air	conditioning	system	to	see	if	it’s	off.	Step	4:	Turning	it	on	After	you’ve
waited	for	half	an	hour	or	so,	it’s	now	time	to	power	on	the	ac	system.	First,	switch	the	ac	system	thermostat	in	its	quiet	mode.	The	calm	manner	allows	your	air	conditioning	unit	to	run	as	usual	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	fix	it	at	five	units	lower	than	your	home’s	temperature	to	boost	cold	or	cool	air.	Ring	an	HVAC	professional	If	the	above	steps	don’t
end	your	HVAC	not	blowing	cold	air	problem,	ring	an	HVAC	professional.	The	HVAC	pro	will	examine	all	the	HVAC	parts	to	prevent	further	damages.	Why	AC	is	not	Working	After	Power	Outage	1.	Tripped	circuit	breaker	A	home’s	air	conditioner	has	two	units:	Indoor	air	handler	which	houses	both	the	evaporator	coil	and	fanOutdoor	condenser	unit
Now,	both	units	connect	to	individual	circuits	on	the	internal	breaker.	Manufacturers	designed	the	circuit	breakers	to	oversee	current	flow.	When	the	internal	breaker	senses	electrical	currents	from	a	power	surge,	it	trips.	The	thermostat	shuts	down	to	guard	your	air	conditioner.	Sometimes,	the	circuit	breaker	in	the	outdoor	unit	trips	but	the	one	on
the	indoor	unit	doesn’t.	So	if	the	indifferent	happens,	it	shows	that	the	indoor	unit	(evaporator	coil	and	fan)	will	run	okay.	But	if	the	outdoor	unit	doesn’t	kick	in,	the	air	conditioner	won’t	be	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	Your	outdoor	unit	dispels	heat	from	within	your	home.	But	if	the	unit’s	circuit	breaker	trips,	the	heat	will	reverse	towards	your	indoor
air.	For	that	reason,	the	AC	vents	will	dispel	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	In	short,	you’ll	have	an	air	conditioner	with	a	faulty	cooling	system.	Here’s	what	you	can	do:	•	Reach	for	the	circuit	breaker	to	see	the	one	that	regulates	your	air	conditioner.	Labels	to	check	“Air	handler,”	“Indoor	AC,”	and	“Condenser”	“Outdoor	AC.”	•	If	you	notice	a	tripped
compressor	circuit	(OFF	position),	reset	it	to	see	if	it	produces	cool	air	after	an	hour.	Ring	an	HVAC	pro	to	test	and	work	out	the	problem	if	it	trips	faster	to	the	“OFF	position”	again.	Read	on	if	you	still	can’t	notice	a	tripped	breaker	and	your	ac	unit	doesn’t	blow	cool	air.	2.	Bad	capacitor	The	capacitor	in	your	ac	unit	is	a	small	silver-like	gadget	that
stays	in	the	compressor	(outdoor	unit).	It	helps	an	ac	unit	to	start.	Unfortunately,	capacitors	collapse	after	power	outages.	The	collapse	is	due	to	its	vulnerability	to	power	surges	from	time	to	time.	That	is,	after	the	AC	powers	on.	So,	how	does	a	faulty	capacitor	generate	warm	air	in	the	air	handler?	If	the	AC	capacitor	becomes	defective,	the	outdoor
unit	won’t	start.	Also,	a	faulty	capacitor	means	your	indoor	air	handler	will	still	run	but	won’t	dispel	the	warm	air.	Hence	your	home	will	have	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	If	an	AC	capacitor	is	faulty,	you	can	tell	by	looking	at	it	since	it	will	be	bulgy	on	top	and	leaking	oil.	Since	a	capacitor	is	an	electrical	component,	I	recommend	an	HVAC	pro	examine
it.	If	you	decide	to	explore	the	capacitor	by	yourself,	brace	for	danger!	Plus,	you	may	end	your	AC	warranty.	If	you	need	to	replace	the	AC	capacitor,	they	cost	$90+.	3.	Compressor	Failure	The	electrical	surge	can	destroy	your	air	conditioner	compressor	in	the	worst-case	scenario.	The	compressor	sits	in	the	outdoor	unit,	and	it	plays	an	immense	role
in	your	AC’s	heat	transfer	system.	Also,	the	compressor	pumps	the	refrigerant	(heat	transfer	substance)	around	the	air	handler.	So,	a	dead	compressor	means	no	refrigerant.	When	your	cooling	system	has	no	refrigerant	to	absorb	heat	from	your	house,	warm	air	rules.	Unfortunately,	you’ll	cough	up	$1,350+	depending	on	the	compressor	size	and	type
you	need.	But,	the	new	compressor	should	match	the	indoor	unit.	Since	it’s	a	high-priced	repair,	I’d	tell	you	to	get	an	HVAC	professional’s	opinion	before	replacing	it	with	a	fresh	one.	A	reliable	HVAC	tech	will	point	out	your	compressor’s	problem.	Can	a	Power	Outage	Damage	an	Air	Conditioner?	If	you	reset	the	AC	breaker,	but	the	problem	is	still
persistent,	it’s	electrical	damage.	Try	the	following	steps	if	your	air	conditioning	unit	has	these	symptoms:	Breaker	won’t	Reset	If	more	than	one	external	circuit	won’t	restart	after	your	unit	has	shut	off,	then	there’s	damage	beyond	the	AC	unit.	For	example,	a	power	surge	due	to	lightning	may	have	caused	the	said	problem.	You’ll	have	to	call	an	HVAC
tech	to	correct	the	damage	in	such	a	case.	AC	Breaker	Trips	If	the	breaker	trips	without	a	stop,	it’s	a	sign	that	your	air	conditioning	unit	has	an	electrical	fault.	But,	if	the	tripping	breaker	is	the	only	problem.	Your	air	conditioning	system	overheats.	When	a	cooling	system	overheats,	it	draws	extra	power.	Fault	Indication	due	to	Lack	of	Regular
Maintenance	At	first,	you	may	notice	your	air	conditioning	unit	runs	without	a	stop.	,	it	causes	the	evaporator	coil	to	freeze.	As	a	result,	the	unit	may	use	more	power	which	trips	the	circuit,	causing	water	leaks.	If	your	air	conditioning	unit	hasn’t	had	regular	maintenance,	problems	pop	up.	You’ll	have	to	schedule	tune-up	services	with	an	HVAC	pro
right	away.	Fault	Indication	due	to	AC	Components	Refrigerant	leaks:	if	the	air	conditioning	system	consumes	extra	power.	A	refrigerant	may	be	the	cause.	The	refrigerant	overflows	through	the	AC	coils	for	your	house	to	stay	cool.	If	the	refrigerant	levels	shoot	down	due	to	leakage,	the	cooling	system	will	run	longer	but	won’t	cool	the	house.	Fan
motor:	if	the	unit’s	fan	is	faulty	or	has	a	reduced	speed,	the	system	coils	won’t	cool.	Moreover,	the	unit	runs	longer	while	at	the	same	time	it	consumes	more	power.	Compressor	failure:	if	the	situation	is	complicated,	blame	it	on	a	dead	compressor	since	it’s	the	AC’s	heart.	Inquire	about	the	services	of	an	HVAC	tech	who	will	diagnose	the	capacitor.	AC
Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	FAQs	How	do	I	Restart	my	Air	Conditioner	After	a	Power	Outage?	Switch	off	your	cooling	systemFlip	the	ac	circuit	breakerRevisit	the	circuit	breakerWait	for	half	an	hourFlip	the	thermostat	to	its	correct	position	Where	is	the	Reset	Button	on	my	AC	Unit?	First,	look	for	it	on	the	unit’s	exterior	part,	on	the	bottom	side,
close	to	the	base.	If	you	don’t	locate	the	reset	button	on	the	outdoor	system,	check	it	in	the	indoor	unit’s	service	panel.	Air	Conditioner	Auto-Restart	After	Power	Failure	Your	system’s	inner	circuitry	resets	after	some	time	when	you	turn	it	on.	The	reset	job	takes	about	half	an	hour,	so	relax	and	check	it	after	30	minutes.	Turn	the	thermostat	back	on.
Can	a	Power	Surge	Mess	up	a	Thermostat?	If	the	settings	on	the	unit’s	thermostat	need	attention	to	provide	cooling.	It	will	affect	the	following	parts:	Heating	systemVentilationCooling	system	Conclusion		We’ve	covered	some	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	isn’t	blowing	cold	air	after	a	power	outage.	But	it’s	useless	when	an	ac	system	stops
blowing	cold	air	anymore.	And	I	bet	you	wouldn’t	sit	down	without	doing	anything	about	it,	am	I	lying?	So	if	you	are	eager	to	root	out	your	AC’s	problem,	this	article	has	what	you	need.	You	only	need	to	save	a	few	minutes	to	do	the	job.	It	isn’t	that	complicated.	I	mean,	it’s	easy	to	check	the	thermostat’s	batteries,	plumbing	system,	vents,	or	heat
pump.		An	AC	inspection	isn’t	a	tough	job,	but	if	you	can’t	do	it,	the	source	for	HVAC	services.		Finally,	why	should	you	wait	for	a	long	time	before	you	schedule	maintenance	services	for	your	AC?		Most	power	outages	happen	when	there’s	lightning	or	storms.	Unfortunately,	our	ACs	suffer	more	from	that	than	other	electric	appliances	at	home.
Suppose	your	ac	system	isn’t	working	after	a	power	outage.	First,	you	should	check	the	circuit	breaker,	capacitor,	or	compressor.	To	make	it	easier	for	you.	This	article	has	spelled	out	possible	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	won’t	work	after	a	power	outage.	But	if	the	issue	persists,	you	allow	an	HVAC	tech	to	service	the	system.	By	doing	so,
you’ll	avoid	extra	damages.	Why	isn’t	my	AC	Working	after	Power	Outage?	If	a	power	outage	strikes	your	air	conditioning	system	and	it	fails	to	blow	cold	air,	check:	The	electrical	panelCircuit	breakerCircuits	that	run	your	AC’s	cooling	system	components	Does	Air	Conditioner	Need	to	be	Reset	After	Power	Outage?	An	HVAC	system	needs	time	to
reset	the	internal	circuit	breaker	when	a	power	outage	happens.	It	may	seem	endless	during	the	power	outage	period.	During	its	30-minute	trial.	The	inner	beaker	in	your	air	conditioning	system	tries	to	reset	itself.	How	to	Reset	AC	After	Power	Outage	One	of	the	greatest	threats	to	you	and	your	home	when	a	severe	storm	happens	is	lightning.	When
it	hits	a	service	pole,	it	creates	power	surges	that	destroy	the	power	connection	to	your	home.	Once	you	restore	power,	the	chances	are	that	your	air	conditioner	or	furnace	won’t	start.	In	this	part,	I	lay	out	several	steps	of	resetting/restoring	your	ac	system	after	a	power	outage.	In	most	cases,	you’ll	only	need	to	restart	your	appliances	when	a	power
line	problem	occurs.	Here	are	the	five	steps	you	can	line	up	to	reset	your	ac	system	when	a	power	outage	strikes:	Step	1:	Switch	off	your	AC	After	power	outages	happen,	you’ll	have	to	turn	the	thermostat	to	the	off	position.	When	the	thermostat	is	off,	an	air	conditioner	won’t	accept	power	from	the	electricity	points.	Also,	reset	the	air	conditioner
battery	pack	to	see	if	it	resolves	the	thermostat	issue.	Step	2:	Resetting	the	Tripped	Circuit	Breaker	A	tripped	breaker	can	be	dangerous,	and	you	can	blame	it	on	a	power	surge	due	to	a	weather	upset.	If	so,	a	simple	ac	unit	reset	might	sort	out	the	persistent	issues.	To	some	point,	you	may	have	placed	the	circuit	breaker	box	in	your	attic,	hallways,
laundry	room,	or	garage.	You	can	find	the	circuit	breaker	box	within	a	tin	box	on	your	wall.	If	you’ve	seen	it,	examine	the	switch	that	has	a	connection	with	the	ac	unit.	Shut	the	switch	by	twisting	it	to	the	right,	then	to	its	neutral	position.	All	homes	need	a	breaker	to	avoid	fires,	lightning	strikes,	and	other	disasters.	Step	3:	Waiting	Time	(Half	Hour)
After	resetting	the	HVAC	circuit	breaker.	Give	it	half	an	hour	to	restore	its	internal	parts	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	you	have	to	look	at	the	thermostat	in	your	air	conditioning	system	to	see	if	it’s	off.	Step	4:	Turning	it	on	After	you’ve	waited	for	half	an	hour	or	so,	it’s	now	time	to	power	on	the	ac	system.	First,	switch	the	ac	system	thermostat	in	its
quiet	mode.	The	calm	manner	allows	your	air	conditioning	unit	to	run	as	usual	after	a	power	outage.	Also,	fix	it	at	five	units	lower	than	your	home’s	temperature	to	boost	cold	or	cool	air.	Ring	an	HVAC	professional	If	the	above	steps	don’t	end	your	HVAC	not	blowing	cold	air	problem,	ring	an	HVAC	professional.	The	HVAC	pro	will	examine	all	the
HVAC	parts	to	prevent	further	damages.	Why	AC	is	not	Working	After	Power	Outage	1.	Tripped	circuit	breaker	A	home’s	air	conditioner	has	two	units:	Indoor	air	handler	which	houses	both	the	evaporator	coil	and	fanOutdoor	condenser	unit	Now,	both	units	connect	to	individual	circuits	on	the	internal	breaker.	Manufacturers	designed	the	circuit
breakers	to	oversee	current	flow.	When	the	internal	breaker	senses	electrical	currents	from	a	power	surge,	it	trips.	The	thermostat	shuts	down	to	guard	your	air	conditioner.	Sometimes,	the	circuit	breaker	in	the	outdoor	unit	trips	but	the	one	on	the	indoor	unit	doesn’t.	So	if	the	indifferent	happens,	it	shows	that	the	indoor	unit	(evaporator	coil	and
fan)	will	run	okay.	But	if	the	outdoor	unit	doesn’t	kick	in,	the	air	conditioner	won’t	be	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	Your	outdoor	unit	dispels	heat	from	within	your	home.	But	if	the	unit’s	circuit	breaker	trips,	the	heat	will	reverse	towards	your	indoor	air.	For	that	reason,	the	AC	vents	will	dispel	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	In	short,	you’ll	have	an	air
conditioner	with	a	faulty	cooling	system.	Here’s	what	you	can	do:	•	Reach	for	the	circuit	breaker	to	see	the	one	that	regulates	your	air	conditioner.	Labels	to	check	“Air	handler,”	“Indoor	AC,”	and	“Condenser”	“Outdoor	AC.”	•	If	you	notice	a	tripped	compressor	circuit	(OFF	position),	reset	it	to	see	if	it	produces	cool	air	after	an	hour.	Ring	an	HVAC
pro	to	test	and	work	out	the	problem	if	it	trips	faster	to	the	“OFF	position”	again.	Read	on	if	you	still	can’t	notice	a	tripped	breaker	and	your	ac	unit	doesn’t	blow	cool	air.	2.	Bad	capacitor	The	capacitor	in	your	ac	unit	is	a	small	silver-like	gadget	that	stays	in	the	compressor	(outdoor	unit).	It	helps	an	ac	unit	to	start.	Unfortunately,	capacitors	collapse
after	power	outages.	The	collapse	is	due	to	its	vulnerability	to	power	surges	from	time	to	time.	That	is,	after	the	AC	powers	on.	So,	how	does	a	faulty	capacitor	generate	warm	air	in	the	air	handler?	If	the	AC	capacitor	becomes	defective,	the	outdoor	unit	won’t	start.	Also,	a	faulty	capacitor	means	your	indoor	air	handler	will	still	run	but	won’t	dispel
the	warm	air.	Hence	your	home	will	have	warm	air	instead	of	cold	air.	If	an	AC	capacitor	is	faulty,	you	can	tell	by	looking	at	it	since	it	will	be	bulgy	on	top	and	leaking	oil.	Since	a	capacitor	is	an	electrical	component,	I	recommend	an	HVAC	pro	examine	it.	If	you	decide	to	explore	the	capacitor	by	yourself,	brace	for	danger!	Plus,	you	may	end	your	AC
warranty.	If	you	need	to	replace	the	AC	capacitor,	they	cost	$90+.	3.	Compressor	Failure	The	electrical	surge	can	destroy	your	air	conditioner	compressor	in	the	worst-case	scenario.	The	compressor	sits	in	the	outdoor	unit,	and	it	plays	an	immense	role	in	your	AC’s	heat	transfer	system.	Also,	the	compressor	pumps	the	refrigerant	(heat	transfer
substance)	around	the	air	handler.	So,	a	dead	compressor	means	no	refrigerant.	When	your	cooling	system	has	no	refrigerant	to	absorb	heat	from	your	house,	warm	air	rules.	Unfortunately,	you’ll	cough	up	$1,350+	depending	on	the	compressor	size	and	type	you	need.	But,	the	new	compressor	should	match	the	indoor	unit.	Since	it’s	a	high-priced
repair,	I’d	tell	you	to	get	an	HVAC	professional’s	opinion	before	replacing	it	with	a	fresh	one.	A	reliable	HVAC	tech	will	point	out	your	compressor’s	problem.	Can	a	Power	Outage	Damage	an	Air	Conditioner?	If	you	reset	the	AC	breaker,	but	the	problem	is	still	persistent,	it’s	electrical	damage.	Try	the	following	steps	if	your	air	conditioning	unit	has
these	symptoms:	Breaker	won’t	Reset	If	more	than	one	external	circuit	won’t	restart	after	your	unit	has	shut	off,	then	there’s	damage	beyond	the	AC	unit.	For	example,	a	power	surge	due	to	lightning	may	have	caused	the	said	problem.	You’ll	have	to	call	an	HVAC	tech	to	correct	the	damage	in	such	a	case.	AC	Breaker	Trips	If	the	breaker	trips	without
a	stop,	it’s	a	sign	that	your	air	conditioning	unit	has	an	electrical	fault.	But,	if	the	tripping	breaker	is	the	only	problem.	Your	air	conditioning	system	overheats.	When	a	cooling	system	overheats,	it	draws	extra	power.	Fault	Indication	due	to	Lack	of	Regular	Maintenance	At	first,	you	may	notice	your	air	conditioning	unit	runs	without	a	stop.	,	it	causes
the	evaporator	coil	to	freeze.	As	a	result,	the	unit	may	use	more	power	which	trips	the	circuit,	causing	water	leaks.	If	your	air	conditioning	unit	hasn’t	had	regular	maintenance,	problems	pop	up.	You’ll	have	to	schedule	tune-up	services	with	an	HVAC	pro	right	away.	Fault	Indication	due	to	AC	Components	Refrigerant	leaks:	if	the	air	conditioning
system	consumes	extra	power.	A	refrigerant	may	be	the	cause.	The	refrigerant	overflows	through	the	AC	coils	for	your	house	to	stay	cool.	If	the	refrigerant	levels	shoot	down	due	to	leakage,	the	cooling	system	will	run	longer	but	won’t	cool	the	house.	Fan	motor:	if	the	unit’s	fan	is	faulty	or	has	a	reduced	speed,	the	system	coils	won’t	cool.	Moreover,
the	unit	runs	longer	while	at	the	same	time	it	consumes	more	power.	Compressor	failure:	if	the	situation	is	complicated,	blame	it	on	a	dead	compressor	since	it’s	the	AC’s	heart.	Inquire	about	the	services	of	an	HVAC	tech	who	will	diagnose	the	capacitor.	AC	Not	Working	After	Power	Outage	FAQs	How	do	I	Restart	my	Air	Conditioner	After	a	Power
Outage?	Switch	off	your	cooling	systemFlip	the	ac	circuit	breakerRevisit	the	circuit	breakerWait	for	half	an	hourFlip	the	thermostat	to	its	correct	position	Where	is	the	Reset	Button	on	my	AC	Unit?	First,	look	for	it	on	the	unit’s	exterior	part,	on	the	bottom	side,	close	to	the	base.	If	you	don’t	locate	the	reset	button	on	the	outdoor	system,	check	it	in	the
indoor	unit’s	service	panel.	Air	Conditioner	Auto-Restart	After	Power	Failure	Your	system’s	inner	circuitry	resets	after	some	time	when	you	turn	it	on.	The	reset	job	takes	about	half	an	hour,	so	relax	and	check	it	after	30	minutes.	Turn	the	thermostat	back	on.	Can	a	Power	Surge	Mess	up	a	Thermostat?	If	the	settings	on	the	unit’s	thermostat	need
attention	to	provide	cooling.	It	will	affect	the	following	parts:	Heating	systemVentilationCooling	system	Conclusion		We’ve	covered	some	reasons	and	remedies	for	an	AC	that	isn’t	blowing	cold	air	after	a	power	outage.	But	it’s	useless	when	an	ac	system	stops	blowing	cold	air	anymore.	And	I	bet	you	wouldn’t	sit	down	without	doing	anything	about	it,
am	I	lying?	So	if	you	are	eager	to	root	out	your	AC’s	problem,	this	article	has	what	you	need.	You	only	need	to	save	a	few	minutes	to	do	the	job.	It	isn’t	that	complicated.	I	mean,	it’s	easy	to	check	the	thermostat’s	batteries,	plumbing	system,	vents,	or	heat	pump.		An	AC	inspection	isn’t	a	tough	job,	but	if	you	can’t	do	it,	the	source	for	HVAC	services.	
Finally,	why	should	you	wait	for	a	long	time	before	you	schedule	maintenance	services	for	your	AC?		Power	outages	can	sometimes	cause	issues	with	your	AC	compressor,	leaving	you	without	cool	air	in	your	home.	This	can	be	frustrating,	especially	during	hot	summer	months.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	some	common	reasons	why	your	AC
compressor	may	not	be	working	after	a	power	outage	and	what	steps	you	can	take	to	resolve	the	issue.	Credit:	www.austingsmechanical.com	Resetting	Your	AC	Compressor	If	your	AC	compressor	is	not	working	after	a	power	outage,	there	are	a	few	steps	you	can	take	to	try	and	reset	it:	Switch	off	your	AC	system	via	the	thermostat.	Turn	off	the	air
conditioner	at	the	circuit	breaker.	Wait	for	half	an	hour.	Switch	on	the	AC	system	at	the	thermostat.	This	process	can	help	reset	your	AC	compressor	and	restore	its	functionality.	However,	if	the	issue	persists,	it	may	be	necessary	to	seek	professional	help	to	diagnose	and	repair	the	problem.	Possible	Causes	of	AC	Compressor	Not	Working	There	are
several	reasons	why	your	AC	compressor	may	stop	working	after	a	power	outage.	Some	common	causes	include:	Blown	fuses	or	tripped	breakers	Damaged	compressor,	blower	motor,	or	variable	speed	motor	Refrigerant	leaks	Power	surge	damage	These	issues	can	prevent	your	AC	system	from	functioning	properly.	It	is	important	to	identify	the	root
cause	of	the	problem	to	determine	the	appropriate	solution.	Credit:	greenenergymech.com	Preventing	Power	Surge	Damage	Power	outages	can	sometimes	result	in	power	surges,	which	can	cause	damage	to	your	AC	compressor	and	other	electrical	devices.	To	protect	your	AC	system	from	power	surge	damage,	consider	the	following	preventive
measures:	Install	surge	protectors	for	your	AC	unit	and	other	sensitive	electronic	devices.	Unplug	your	AC	system	during	a	power	outage	to	prevent	power	surges	when	the	power	is	restored.	Consider	investing	in	a	whole-house	surge	protector	to	protect	your	entire	electrical	system.	By	taking	these	precautions,	you	can	minimize	the	risk	of	power
surge	damage	to	your	AC	compressor	and	other	electrical	appliances.	When	to	Seek	Professional	Help	If	your	AC	compressor	is	still	not	working	after	attempting	the	reset	and	taking	preventive	measures,	it	is	advisable	to	contact	a	professional	HVAC	technician.	They	will	have	the	expertise	and	equipment	to	accurately	diagnose	and	repair	the	issue.
Attempting	to	fix	complex	AC	problems	yourself	may	result	in	further	damage	or	voiding	the	warranty.	In	conclusion,	a	power	outage	can	sometimes	cause	your	AC	compressor	to	stop	working.	By	following	the	appropriate	steps	to	reset	the	system	and	taking	preventive	measures	against	power	surge	damage,	you	can	restore	your	AC	compressor’s
functionality	and	maintain	a	comfortable	indoor	environment.	To	reset	AC	compressor	after	power	outage,	switch	it	off	at	the	thermostat	and	circuit	breaker,	wait	30	minutes,	then	turn	it	back	on	at	the	thermostat.	Yes,	a	power	outage	can	damage	an	AC	compressor	due	to	power	surges.	These	surges	can	cause	the	compressor	to	fail.	The	AC	may	stop
due	to	blown	fuses,	tripped	breakers,	or	compressor	damage	after	a	power	outage.	To	reset	an	AC	compressor,	turn	off	the	system	and	electrical	breaker,	wait	for	30	minutes,	then	switch	it	back	on.	When	your	AC	unit	fails	to	start	after	a	power	outage,	it	can	be	frustrating—especially	during	a	heatwave.	This	scenario	is	common	for	many	American
homeowners,	and	quick	action	is	essential	to	restore	comfort	and	prevent	equipment	damage.	This	guide	explains	why	an	AC	might	stop	working	after	a	power	outage,	how	to	troubleshoot	the	issue,	and	what	solutions	will	help	you	safely	bring	your	HVAC	system	back	online.	Common	Causes	Basic	Troubleshooting	When	To	Call	A	Pro	Potential
Solutions	Tripped	breaker,	blown	fuse,	thermostat	errors,	damaged	capacitor	Check	circuit	panel,	thermostat	reset,	inspect	AC	disconnect,	examine	filter	Repeated	tripping,	smoke/odor,	visible	wiring	damage,	no	power	after	reset	Reset	breaker,	replace	fuse,	professional	inspection,	component	replacement	Why	Your	AC	Unit	May	Not	Work	After	A
Power	Outage	A	sudden	power	loss	can	disrupt	sensitive	circuits	in	your	air	conditioning	system.	While	AC	units	are	designed	to	handle	occasional	interruptions,	certain	conditions	caused	by	outages	or	power	surges	may	prevent	your	unit	from	restarting	as	expected.	Common	reasons	involve	breaker	trips,	blown	fuses,	thermostat	program	errors,	or
internal	component	failures.	Understanding	these	issues	is	the	first	step	to	safely	restoring	your	home’s	cooling	system.	Common	Causes	Of	AC	Failure	After	An	Outage	1.	Tripped	Circuit	Breaker	Or	Blown	Fuse	Power	surges	from	outages	often	trip	breakers	or	blow	fuses	to	protect	your	AC	unit	from	electrical	damage.	The	main	electrical	panel	in
your	home	distributes	power	and	can	automatically	interrupt	flow	to	the	HVAC	circuit	if	a	problem	is	detected.	2.	Thermostat	Malfunction	Or	Misconfiguration	Following	a	power	outage,	digital	thermostats	may	reset	or	enter	an	error	state,	disrupting	communication	with	the	AC	system.	Batteries	may	also	be	drained	or	settings	lost,	causing	the	unit
not	to	respond	to	desired	temperature	changes.	3.	Damage	To	The	AC	Disconnect	Switch	The	outdoor	disconnect	box	near	your	AC	condenser	is	another	potential	weak	point.	A	surge	or	abrupt	power	return	can	affect	the	switch	or	its	fuse,	stopping	power	from	reaching	your	condenser	and	compressor.	4.	Faulty	Capacitor	Or	Contactor	Electrical
surges	sometimes	damage	start	capacitors	or	contactors	inside	the	outdoor	AC	unit.	These	critical	parts	regulate	power	to	the	compressor	and	fan	motor,	and	damage	can	prevent	your	AC	from	turning	on.	5.	System	Lockout	Safety	Features	Modern	air	conditioners	may	activate	lockout	modes	after	a	disturbance.	This	protective	feature	prevents
repeated	cycling	and	gives	the	system	time	to	stabilize,	but	it	also	means	your	system	won’t	start	immediately	after	power	is	restored.	6.	Thermostat	Delayed	Recovery	Mode	Many	programmable	thermostats	have	built-in	delays	(5-10	minutes)	to	protect	the	compressor	after	a	power	loss.	This	can	make	it	seem	like	the	AC	isn’t	working	when	in	fact
it’s	waiting	to	resume	safely.	Call	888-896-7031	for	Free	Local	HVAC	Quotes	–	Compare	and	Save	Today!	Step-By-Step	AC	Troubleshooting	Guide	After	A	Power	Outage	Step	1:	Check	The	Home’s	Circuit	Breaker	Panel	First,	locate	your	home’s	main	circuit	breaker	panel.	Find	the	breaker	labeled	for	your	air	conditioner	or	HVAC	system.	If	the	breaker
has	tripped	(handle	in	the	“off”	or	halfway	position),	switch	it	all	the	way	off,	then	firmly	back	to	“on.”	If	the	breaker	immediately	trips	again,	stop	and	proceed	to	professional	diagnosis.	Repeated	tripping	signals	a	short	circuit	or	wiring	issue	that	poses	an	electrical	hazard.	Step	2:	Inspect	The	AC	Disconnect	Box	Find	the	metallic	box	mounted	outside
near	the	condenser.	Check	for	visible	signs	of	damage,	burnt	fuses,	or	loose	wiring.	If	you’re	comfortable	and	it’s	safe	to	do	so,	replace	any	burnt	fuses	using	the	correct	amperage	(noted	inside	the	disconnect).	If	looks	intact,	firmly	reset	the	switch	to	“on.”	Step	3:	Reset	The	Thermostat	Remove	your	thermostat	from	its	wall	mount	and	check	for
working	batteries	or	backup	power.	If	your	model	has	a	reset	button,	press	it.	Always	re-input	your	temperature	settings	after	a	reset.	For	programmable	thermostats,	confirm	it’s	set	to	“Cool”	mode,	with	the	temperature	lower	than	the	current	room	reading.	Step	4:	Wait	Out	The	Compressor	Delay	If	you	hear	clicks	but	the	outside	unit	fails	to	start,
the	compressor	may	be	in	a	protection	delay.	Wait	at	least	10	minutes	before	further	troubleshooting,	as	modern	systems	are	designed	to	prevent	quick	cycling	after	a	power	loss.	Step	5:	Check	And	Replace	Air	Filters	Dirty	or	clogged	air	filters	can	block	airflow	and	cause	the	system	to	overheat	or	shut	down	after	a	restart.	Remove	the	filter	from
your	return	vent	or	air	handler,	inspect,	and	replace	if	necessary.	Step	6:	Inspect	For	Visible	Signs	Of	Damage	Or	Odor	Look	and	sniff	around	both	the	indoor	air	handler	and	the	outdoor	condenser	unit.	If	you	see	scorch	marks,	melted	wiring,	or	smell	smoke,	disconnect	all	power	immediately	and	contact	a	licensed	HVAC	technician.	Call	888-896-
7031	for	Free	Local	HVAC	Quotes	–	Compare	and	Save	Today!	Situations	That	Require	Immediate	Professional	Help	The	circuit	breaker	or	fuse	keeps	tripping	despite	resets.	If	you	hear	popping,	buzzing,	or	see	smoke	coming	from	the	outdoor	or	indoor	unit.	Visible	damage	to	wiring,	components,	or	the	AC	disconnect	box.	The	AC	system	is	entirely
unresponsive	after	confirmation	of	power	and	thermostat	reset.	If	the	AC	short	cycles	(constantly	turns	on	and	off	rapidly)	following	a	power	outage.	There	are	scenarios	where	only	a	certified	HVAC	technician	should	intervene	for	safety	and	warranty	reasons.	How	Power	Surges	Affect	Air	Conditioners	Power	surges	caused	by	outages	or	grid
fluctuations	are	among	the	most	common	reasons	for	sudden	AC	failure.	These	spikes	can	overwhelm	sensitive	electronics	in	thermostats,	circuit	boards,	capacitors,	and	relays.	Even	if	a	surge	doesn’t	cause	immediate	failure,	it	can	shorten	the	lifespan	of	critical	HVAC	components	and	lead	to	problems	weeks	or	months	later.	Consider	enrolling	in
your	utility’s	surge	protection	plan	or	having	a	whole-home	surge	protector	installed	to	defend	your	system	against	future	incidents.	Resetting	Your	AC	Unit	Safely	After	A	Power	Outage	Turn	The	Thermostat	To	“Off”	Always	switch	off	the	thermostat	before	attempting	any	reset	to	prevent	the	compressor	from	trying	to	start	during	low-voltage
conditions.	Shut	Off	The	AC	Switch	At	The	Breaker	Panel	Cut	power	to	both	the	indoor	and	outdoor	units	for	at	least	one	minute	for	a	full	system	discharge.	Turn	The	Thermostat	To	A	Warmer	Setting	This	ensures	the	AC	won’t	immediately	signal	to	restart	when	power	is	returned.	Restore	Power	At	The	Breaker	Box	Flip	the	air	conditioning	breakers
back	on.	Wait	5-10	Minutes	Allow	internal	pressure	and	controls	to	reset.	Modern	compressors	need	this	“rest”	time	after	power	returns.	Turn	Thermostat	Back	To	The	Desired	Cool	Setting	Set	your	desired	temperature	at	least	5	degrees	below	the	current	room	temp	and	wait	to	verify	operation.	Preventive	Measures	To	Protect	Your	AC	System	From
Outages	Install	Surge	Protectors	Whole-house	and	individual	unit	surge	protectors	can	shield	your	AC	from	damaging	voltage	spikes.	These	devices	divert	excess	current	away	from	sensitive	components	and	can	be	professionally	installed	on	your	main	panel	or	dedicated	AC	circuit.	Schedule	Routine	HVAC	Maintenance	Regular	inspection	by	a
certified	technician	can	identify	worn	parts,	capacitor	health,	and	disconnect	box	security.	Scheduled	maintenance	is	the	best	defense	against	outage-related	failures.	Use	Smart	Thermostats	With	Battery	Backup	Some	modern	thermostats	retain	settings	and	maintain	communication	even	during	blackouts.	Battery	or	hardwired	backup	can	reduce	the
risk	of	misconfiguration	after	outages.	Install	A	Home	Generator	In	areas	prone	to	storms	or	utility	failures,	a	standby	generator	ensures	your	HVAC	gets	steady	power	and	prevents	interruption.	Stagger	System	Restarts	After	An	Outage	To	minimize	“in-rush”	current	that	can	trip	breakers,	wait	several	minutes	between	restarting	multiple	high-draw
appliances	in	your	home.	Call	888-896-7031	for	Free	Local	HVAC	Quotes	–	Compare	and	Save	Today!	Frequently	Asked	Questions:	AC	Units	After	Power	Outages	Why	Does	My	AC	Unit	Need	Time	To	Restart	After	A	Power	Outage?	Compressors	must	equalize	pressure	before	restarting.	Sudden	restarts	can	damage	the	motor.	Modern	control	boards
add	a	3-10	minute	delay	after	an	outage	as	a	safety	feature.	Can	I	Reset	My	AC	Unit	Myself?	Many	outages	can	be	resolved	with	the	simple	steps	above.	If	breakers	trip	repeatedly	or	you	see	damage,	stop	troubleshooting	and	call	a	professional	for	safety	reasons.	What	Repairs	Might	Be	Needed	For	An	AC	Not	Working	After	An	Outage?	Capacitor	or
contactor	replacement	Fuse	or	breaker	replacement	Thermostat	reconfiguration	or	replacement	Wiring	or	circuit	board	repair	Repairs	should	be	completed	by	a	licensed	technician	to	ensure	proper	operation	and	maintain	warranty	coverage.	Should	I	Replace	My	AC	If	It’s	Damaged	After	An	Outage?	In	most	cases,	outage-related	failures	can	be
repaired	cost-effectively	unless	your	unit	is	already	at	end-of-life	(15-20	years	old).	Major	damage	(such	as	compressor	burnout)	may	warrant	a	full	system	evaluation.	AC	Units	And	Homeowners	Insurance:	Are	Power	Surge	Damages	Covered?	Sometimes.	Homeowners	insurance	policies	may	cover	sudden	electrical	surge	damage—if	specifically
included.	Most	policies	require	you	to	demonstrate	the	surge	was	the	cause	of	the	failure.	Read	your	policy	or	consult	your	insurer	regarding	HVAC	coverage	related	to	outages.	For	added	peace	of	mind,	consider	utility	company	surge	protection	riders	or	home	service	warranties	that	extend	to	HVAC	systems.	How	To	Find	The	Right	HVAC	Technician
After	A	Power	Outage	Search	For	Licensed	HVAC	Contractors	In	Your	Area.	Check	state	licensing	boards	for	verification.	Read	Reviews	And	Request	References	To	ensure	reliability	and	expertise	with	AC	outage	scenarios.	Request	Upfront	Written	Estimates	to	avoid	surprises,	especially	for	component	replacement	or	surge	diagnostics.	Quick,	safe
restoration	is	prioritized	when	working	with	vetted	professionals.	Summary:	Key	Reasons	AC	Units	Fail	After	Power	Loss	And	What	To	Do	Circuit	overloads,	surges,	and	component	lockouts	often	prevent	AC	units	from	working	after	outages.	Homeowners	can	perform	safe	resets	using	step-by-step	troubleshooting.	Immediate	professional	help	is
required	if	electrical	hazards	or	repeated	failures	occur.	Surge	protectors,	regular	maintenance,	and	thermostat	backup	reduce	the	risk	of	future	problems.	Stay	proactive	to	keep	your	home	cool	and	safe,	no	matter	how	unpredictable	the	power	grid	becomes.	If	the	power	outage	caused	the	circuit	breaker	to	trip,	you	would	need	to	reset	it	before	the
air	conditioner	is	able	to	function	properly	again.	This	can	be	done	by	finding	the	circuit	box	responsible	for	your	HVAC.	Once	you	find	it,	flip	the	switch	to	“off"	the	breaker	panel	and	then	turn	it	back	to	the	"on"	position.3.	Wait	for	at	least	30	MinutesAfter	resetting	the	circuit	breaker,	it	is	a	good	idea	to	wait	at	least	30	minutes	before	turning	the	air
conditioner	back	on.	This	gives	the	system	time	to	properly	reset	and	can	help	to	prevent	any	potential	issues	from	occurring.Also	Read:	10	DIY	HVAC	Maintenance	Tips	for	Homeowners	in	20234.	Turn	the	Thermostat	Back	to	"Cool"	ModeAfter	waiting	the	recommended	amount	of	time,	you	can	proceed	to	the	next	step	in	the	process	of	restarting
your	AC	after	a	power	surge.	This	involves	turning	the	thermostat	back	to	the	"cool"	mode.	This	will	signal	to	the	air	conditioner	that	it	is	time	to	begin	cooling	the	space	again.5.	Wait	for	10	Minutes	to	See	the	EffectAfter	turning	the	thermostat	back	to	"cool"	mode,	you	should	wait	for	about	10	minutes	to	see	if	the	air	conditioner	is	functioning
properly.	If	you	don’t	feel	any	cool	air	after	this	time,	then	you	may	need	to	call	a	technician	to	take	a	look	at	the	system.
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