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Click	Image	to	Change	Zoom	Slide	Finger	Across	Image	to	Zoom	SN	{6}	Grade	{5}	Price	{7}	{8}	22	Comments	/	Sell	old	Magazines	/	By	James	22	Comments	/	Sell	old	Magazines	/	By	James	Have	you	discovered	boxes	of	old	magazines	in	your	attic,	inherited	a	collection	from	a	relative,	or	simply	decided	it’s	time	to	declutter?	If	you’re	wondering
“how	can	I	sell	my	old	magazines?”	or	“what	options	do	I	have	for	my	vintage	magazines?”,	you’ve	come	to	the	right	place.Unlike	generic	advice	sites	that	simply	list	the	same	tired	options	without	providing	real	solutions,	this	comprehensive	guide	comes	directly	from	professionals	with	extensive	experience	in	the	vintage	periodical	market.At
SellOldMagazines.com,	we	don’t	just	write	about	selling	magazines	–	we	actually	buy	them	directly	from	people	like	you.	Every	day,	we:Purchase	vintage	magazine	collections	from	across	the	United	StatesEvaluate	issues	from	different	eras	and	publishersProvide	realistic	assessments	based	on	current	market	conditionsHandle	all	logistics	including
free	shipping	for	approved	submissionsConnect	publications	with	collectors	who	appreciate	their	historical	significanceThis	real-world	experience	gives	us	unique	insights	into	what	actually	works	when	selling	old	magazines	–	not	theoretical	advice	from	content	creators	who’ve	never	handled	a	magazine	collection.Before	exploring	where	to	sell,	it’s
important	to	understand	the	realities	of	today’s	magazine	market:The	vintage	magazine	market	has	evolved	significantly	in	recent	years:Digital	alternatives	have	impacted	demand	for	physical	magazinesStorage	concerns	limit	how	many	publications	most	collectors	can	maintainCondition	standards	have	become	increasingly	importantCollector
interests	have	shifted	toward	specific	niches	rather	than	general	collectingMarket	saturation	exists	for	many	common	titles	and	erasUnderstanding	these	market	dynamics	helps	set	realistic	expectations	when	selling.Several	key	elements	affect	whether	magazines	can	find	buyers	in	today’s	market:Pre-1950s	magazines	have	historical	significance	but
limited	buyer	pools1950s-1970s	publications	represent	the	most	commonly	traded	era	in	collecting1980s-1990s	magazines	face	varying	demand	depending	on	subject	matter2000s	and	newer	generally	face	challenging	resale	markets	due	to	their	abundanceMagazine	categories	experience	different	levels	of	collector	interest:Fashion	and	Style
Publications:VogueHarper’s	BazaarEsquireGQW	MagazineEntertainment	and	Cultural	Magazines:LIFEThe	New	YorkerSaturday	Evening	PostTV	GuideRolling	StoneSpecial	Interest	Publications:Sports	IllustratedNintendo	PowerPlayboyFamous	Monsters	of	FilmlandMAD	MagazineNiche	and	Subcultural	Publications:Skateboarding	magazines
(Thrasher,	Transworld)Music	magazines	(CREEM,	Maximum	Rock	N	Roll)Hot	rod	and	custom	car	magazinesEarly	computing	periodicalsUnderground	and	counterculture	publicationsCondition	significantly	impacts	marketability:Cover	integrity:	Intact	covers	without	tears	or	severe	creasesCompleteness:	All	pages	present	with	no	cutouts	or	missing
sectionsDamage	assessment:	Extent	of	water	damage,	staining,	mold,	or	insect	damageOriginal	state:	Presence	of	writing,	markings,	or	address	labelsStorage	history:	How	magazines	were	maintained	over	timeWith	these	market	realities	in	mind,	let’s	explore	your	options	for	selling	old	magazines.As	professional	magazine	buyers,	we	offer:Direct
purchasing	–	We	buy	directly	from	you	without	middlemen,	consignment	waiting,	or	selling	feesFree	shipping	–	For	collections	that	meet	our	criteria,	we	provide	prepaid	shipping	labelsBulk	buying	approach	–	We	purchase	entire	collections,	not	just	cherry-picking	select	issuesFast	evaluation	process	–	Send	photos	and	basic	information	for	a	quick
responseRealistic	market	assessments	–	Our	offers	reflect	current	market	conditions	and	inventory	considerationsNationwide	service	–	We	buy	from	all	50	states,	with	local	pickup	available	in	some	areasNo	seller	obligations	–	No	need	to	create	accounts,	manage	listings,	or	handle	customer	inquiriesOur	process	is	designed	specifically	for	people	who
want	to	convert	their	magazine	collections	into	cash	without	becoming	part-time	dealers	themselves.	We	specialize	in	purchasing	vintage	magazines	from:Estate	collectionsDownsizing	situationsResidential	cleanoutsStorage	unit	contentsInherited	collectionsPersonal	collections[See	If	You	Qualify]eBay	remains	a	large	marketplace	for	collectible
magazines,	but	success	requires	significant	investment:Large	potential	buyer	audienceAbility	to	set	your	own	asking	pricesPlatform	for	individual	issue	sellingAuction	format	optionsLabor-intensive	process	requiring	individual	listing	for	each	magazinePhotography	requirements	–	Multiple	quality	images	needed	per	itemDetailed	descriptions	needed	–
Accurate	condition	descriptions	requiredShipping	knowledge	required	–	Proper	packaging	prevents	damage	claimsFees	reduce	proceeds	–	eBay	takes	10-15%	plus	payment	processing	feesCustomer	service	demands	–	Questions,	returns,	and	potential	issues	require	attentionAccount	management	–	Maintaining	seller	metrics	and	feedbackStorage
during	listing	period	–	Items	must	remain	accessible	until	soldExtended	timeframes	–	Items	may	take	months	to	sell,	if	at	allMarket	research	necessary	–	Determining	appropriate	pricing	requires	studyeBay	requires	treating	magazine	selling	as	a	part-time	job	with	uncertain	returns	and	significant	time	investment.Most	online	“how	to	sell”	guides
recommend	eBay	because	they	don’t	actually	buy	magazines	themselves	–	we	do.Local	selling	platforms	offer	zero-fee	listing	but	come	with	significant	practical	challenges:No	listing	fees	or	commissionsNo	shipping	requiredImmediate	payment	(usually	cash)Simple	listing	processSeverely	restricted	audience	limited	to	your	immediate	geographic
areaBargain-focused	buyers	expecting	substantial	discountsSafety	considerations	when	meeting	strangers	for	transactionsReliability	issues	with	no-shows	and	last-minute	cancellationsLimited	collector	knowledge	among	local	buyersPricing	challenges	without	established	market	standardsBulk-focused	transactions	rather	than	value-focused
salesFacebook	Marketplace,	OfferUp,	and	similar	platforms	work	best	for:Moving	large	quantities	of	common	magazines	quicklyLocal	transactions	when	immediate	cash	is	more	important	than	maximizing	returnsNon-collectible	magazines	that	don’t	justify	shipping	costsThese	platforms	function	more	like	digital	garage	sales	than	true	collector
marketplaces.Traditional	brick-and-mortar	businesses	occasionally	purchase	vintage	magazines	but	with	significant	restrictions:Immediate	in-person	transactionNo	shipping	or	online	listing	requiredProfessional	evaluationPotential	store	credit	optionsHighly	selective	purchasing	–	Most	only	purchase	specific	titles	or	erasWholesale	pricing	model	–
Businesses	must	account	for	retail	markupConsignment	preference	–	Many	prefer	to	take	magazines	on	consignment	rather	than	purchasing	outrightSpace	constraints	–	Physical	stores	have	limited	display	and	storage	capacityVariable	expertise	–	Many	generalist	dealers	lack	specific	magazine	knowledgeRegional	interest	variations	–	Demand	differs
significantly	by	locationThis	option	works	best	for:Particularly	old	publicationsEspecially	noteworthy	issuesMagazines	with	artistic	or	decorative	coversThose	preferring	immediate	local	transactionsRetail	businesses	must	consider	overhead,	display	space,	and	inventory	turnover	when	making	offers.Traditional	auction	houses	occasionally	handle
magazine	collections,	but	with	significant	limitations:Professional	handling	and	marketingAccess	to	collector	marketsPotential	for	competitive	biddingProfessional	cataloging	and	descriptionHigh	value	thresholds	–	Most	only	accept	collections	meeting	minimum	valuationsSubstantial	commissions	–	Typically	20-40%	of	sale	priceExtended	timeframes	–
Months	between	consignment	and	paymentSelective	acceptance	–	Most	collections	don’t	qualifyNo	guaranteed	sale	–	Items	may	not	meet	reserve	pricesConsignment	model	–	No	upfront	paymentThis	option	is	appropriate	only	for:Particularly	significant	collectionsHistorically	important	publicationsRare	or	unusual	complete	archivesCollections	with
special	provenanceMost	magazine	collections	don’t	meet	auction	house	criteria	for	acceptance.Unlike	content	farms	that	simply	regurgitate	the	same	generic	advice	about	“where	to	sell	stuff,”	SellOldMagazines.com	offers:Actual	purchasing	service	–	We	buy	directly,	not	just	adviseSpecialized	magazine	knowledge	–	Our	focus	is	exclusively	on
periodicalsRealistic	market	assessment	–	Our	offers	reflect	current	inventory	needs	and	market	conditionsLogistics	solutions	–	We	solve	the	shipping	and	handling	challengesVolume	purchasing	–	For	many	publications	we	buy	entire	collectionsHistorical	understanding	–	We	recognize	the	cultural	significance	of	vintage	publicationsTransparent
process	–	Clear	communication	throughout	the	evaluation	and	purchaseWhen	you	submit	your	magazine	collection	to	us,	you’re	dealing	with	actual	buyers	who	handle	thousands	of	vintage	magazines	every	month	–	not	content	creators	who’ve	never	purchased	a	magazine	collection.While	we	evaluate	all	vintage	magazine	collections,	these	specific
titles	and	categories	align	with	our	current	inventory	needs:LIFE	Magazine	(selective	purchasing)TIME	(selective	purchasing)Saturday	Evening	Post	(selective	purchasing)The	New	Yorker	Pre	2000sLook	Magazine	(selective	purchasing)Collier’sFortune	Pre	2000sNewsweek	(selective	purchasing)HolidayEbony	Pre	1990sVogueHarper’s
BazaarEsquireGQSeventeenCosmopolitanGlamourElleW	MagazineMademoiselleRolling	Stone	(selective	purchasing)TV	GuideCREEMBillboardEntertainment	WeeklyCircusHit	ParaderDownbeatNME	(New	Musical	Express)Maximum	Rock	N	RollPlayboy	(particularly	1950s-1960s)Sports	Illustrated	(selective	purchasing)National	Geographic	(selective
purchasing)MAD	MagazineNintendo	PowerFamous	Monsters	of	FilmlandSuperTeenTeenComic	book/superhero	magazinesCreemThrasherSurfer/SurfingHeavy	MetalHigh	TimesOmniThe	SourceTiger	Beat16	MagazineLowriderBlack	BeltOur	purchasing	needs	change	based	on	current	inventory	and	market	conditions.	For	the	most	accurate
assessment,	submit	photos	of	your	specific	collection.Whether	you	choose	to	sell	to	us	or	explore	other	options,	proper	preparation	improves	your	chances	of	successful	sales:Don’t	separate	issues	–	Complete	runs	or	consecutive	issues	are	easier	to	evaluateMaintain	original	organization	–	If	the	previous	owner	had	a	system,	preserve	itDocument	any
indexing	–	Note	any	catalogs	or	inventory	lists	includedPreserve	storage	containers	–	Original	boxes	sometimes	provide	contextCheck	for	damage	–	Note	any	water	damage,	tears,	or	missing	pagesIdentify	completeness	–	Verify	whether	inserts,	posters,	or	other	ephemera	are	presentEvaluate	covers	–	Cover	condition	significantly	affects
marketabilityLook	for	mold	or	pests	–	These	issues	affect	salabilityCreate	a	basic	inventory	–	Note	titles,	date	ranges,	and	approximate	quantitiesPhotograph	representative	samples	–	Take	clear	images	of	covers	and	storage	situationNote	any	standout	issues	–	Identify	first	issues,	anniversary	editions,	or	special	coversRecord	storage	history	–
Information	about	how	the	magazines	were	preservedDon’t	discard	anything	–	What	appears	commonplace	might	have	unexpected	interestKeep	related	ephemera	–	Subscription	cards,	letters,	and	inserts	can	add	contextDon’t	remove	labels	–	Original	mailing	labels	are	part	of	the	magazine’s	historyMaintain	any	original	protective	covers	–	Previous
preservation	efforts	should	be	respectedUse	clean,	dry	hands	–	Oils	from	fingers	can	affect	paperStore	flat	–	Avoid	folding,	rolling,	or	storing	at	anglesMinimize	exposure	–	Keep	away	from	direct	sunlight	and	moistureUse	appropriate	containers	–	If	repackaging	is	necessaryAvoid	tape	or	adhesives	–	Never	attempt	repairs	with	household
materialsReady	to	convert	your	vintage	magazines	into	cash	with	minimal	hassle?	Here’s	our	streamlined	process:Take	representative	photos	showing:Overall	quantity	(boxes,	stacks,	or	shelves)Sample	covers	from	different	titlesClose-ups	of	any	particularly	old	or	unique	issuesDate	ranges	visible	on	spines	or	coversStorage	conditionsComplete	our
quick	evaluation	form	with	basic	details:Approximate	quantityMain	titles	includedGeneral	conditionYour	locationAny	known	highlights	or	special	issuesWe’ll	evaluate	your	submission	promptly	(typically	within	1-2	business	days)You’ll	receive	a	clear	response	indicating:Whether	your	collection	meets	our	current	purchasing	criteriaA	preliminary	offer
based	on	your	description	and	photosAny	additional	information	needed	for	final	assessmentShipping	or	pickup	options	available	for	your	locationFor	collections	that	qualify:We’ll	arrange	shipping	or	pickup:Prepaid	shipping	labels	for	approved	collectionsPacking	instructions	to	ensure	safe	transitPickup	scheduling	for	larger	collections	in	service
areasFreight	arrangements	for	substantial	archivesStraightforward	payment	processing:Clear	offer	confirmation	before	shipmentPayment	upon	receipt	and	verificationMultiple	payment	method	optionsProper	documentation	for	your	recordsFrom	initial	inquiry	to	payment,	most	transactions	complete	within	7-14	days,	with	expedited	service	available
for	time-sensitive	situations.[Submit	Your	Collection	for	a	Free	Evaluation]Market	value	depends	on	publication	date,	title,	condition,	and	current	collector	interests.	While	we	can’t	predict	precise	values	without	seeing	your	specific	collection,	factors	like	intact	covers,	complete	issues,	and	recognizable	titles	generally	improve	marketability.	For	a
specific	assessment,	submit	photos	of	your	collection	for	our	expert	evaluation.Market	interests	evolve	constantly.	Currently,	certain	titles	like	fashion	magazines,	music	publications,	and	special	interest	magazines	from	the	mid-20th	century	tend	to	generate	more	interest	than	general	interest	publications.	However,	condition,	completeness,	and
quantity	often	matter	more	than	specific	titles.National	Geographic	magazines	are	among	the	most	commonly	preserved	publications	due	to	their	distinctive	appearance	and	perceived	historical	value.	Because	of	their	abundance,	individual	issues	typically	generate	limited	market	interest	unless	they’re	particularly	old	(pre-1930)	or	part	of	complete
year	sets.	We’re	happy	to	evaluate	National	Geographic	collections,	especially	when	part	of	larger	magazine	groups.No!	Never	attempt	to	remove	subscription	labels	as	this	typically	damages	the	magazine.	Original	labels	are	part	of	the	publication’s	history,	and	removal	attempts	almost	always	reduce	condition	quality.	Dealers	and	collectors
understand	that	many	vintage	magazines	were	originally	delivered	by	mail.Unlike	some	dealers	who	cherry-pick	only	certain	issues,	we	specialize	in	purchasing	entire	collections	when	they	meet	our	criteria.	Our	bulk	buying	approach	is	designed	for	people	looking	to	sell	complete	collections	rather	than	individual	issues.We	typically	look	for
collections	with	at	least	25+	issues	to	make	the	transaction	logistically	practical.	Larger	collections	(100+	magazines)	often	work	better	for	bulk	purchasing.	For	particularly	unusual	or	noteworthy	single	issues,	exceptions	may	be	possible.For	qualified	collections,	we	provide	prepaid	shipping	labels	and	detailed	packing	instructions.	Generally,
magazines	should	be	packed	flat	(never	folded),	with	cardboard	stiffeners	on	both	sides	of	each	stack,	in	appropriately	sized	boxes.	Our	shipping	partners	are	experienced	with	handling	heavy	paper	shipments.We	understand	that	vintage	magazines	rarely	survive	in	perfect	condition.	Minor	to	moderate	wear,	subscription	labels,	slight	yellowing,	and
minor	cover	wear	are	all	part	of	a	magazine’s	history.	However,	severe	damage	(water	damage,	missing	covers,	torn	pages,	active	mold)	significantly	affects	marketability	and	may	influence	purchasing	decisions.For	approved	collections,	payment	is	processed	upon	receipt	and	verification.	Most	sellers	receive	payment	within	2-3	business	days	after
their	magazines	arrive	at	our	facility.	For	local	pickups,	same-day	payment	is	often	available.For	most	collections,	the	time	and	effort	required	to	sell	magazines	individually	far	outweighs	the	potential	returns.	Between	photography,	listing	creation,	buyer	communication,	packing,	shipping,	and	fees,	selling	magazines	one-by-one	can	quickly	become	a
part-time	job	with	uncertain	results.	Our	bulk	purchasing	approach	offers	a	time-efficient	alternative.When	deciding	where	to	sell	old	magazines,	consider	these	important	factors	beyond	just	the	financial	aspect:Different	selling	methods	require	vastly	different	time	commitments:Individual	online	sales:	Potentially	hundreds	of	hours	for	large
collectionsLocal	marketplace	listings:	Moderate	time	investment	but	numerous	buyer	interactionsDealer	sales:	Multiple	visits	to	find	interested	buyersDirect	bulk	sales:	Minimal	time	investment	with	one-time	transactionAuction	consignment:	Low	initial	time	investment	but	extended	waiting	periodFor	many	sellers,	time	efficiency	is	as	important	as
financial	return.Magazine	collections	occupy	significant	physical	space:Storage	during	selling	period:	Individual	selling	requires	maintaining	collection	accessDisplay	space:	Local	sales	may	require	presentation	setupPackaging	area:	Shipping	individual	magazines	needs	workspaceDeterioration	risk:	Extended	storage	may	affect	conditionOpportunity
cost:	Space	used	for	magazine	storage	has	alternative	usesPrompt	disposition	frees	up	valuable	space	and	reduces	potential	deterioration.Magazine	selling	presents	unique	logistical	issues:Weight	considerations:	Paper	is	surprisingly	heavyShipping	costs:	Can	be	substantial	for	distant	buyersPackaging	requirements:	Proper	materials	needed	to
prevent	damageTransportation:	Moving	magazines	to	selling	venues	requires	planningWeather	sensitivity:	Paper	is	vulnerable	to	humidity	and	temperatureOur	service	addresses	these	logistical	challenges	with	prepaid	shipping	and	handling	expertise.When	evaluating	selling	options,	consider	the	balance	between	effort	and	potential	return:Research
requirements:	Understanding	fair	market	value	takes	timeListing	creation:	Detailed	descriptions	and	photos	for	individual	salesBuyer	communication:	Answering	questions	and	handling	negotiationsTransaction	management:	Coordinating	payment	and	deliveryPost-sale	responsibilities:	Feedback,	reviews,	and	potential	issuesOur	one-transaction
approach	maximizes	efficiency	while	providing	fair	compensation	based	on	current	market	conditions.Converting	your	vintage	magazine	collection	into	cash	is	simple	with	our	professional	buying	service:Gather	basic	information	about	your	collectionTake	representative	photos	showing	quantities	and	examplesSubmit	through	our	evaluation	form	for	a
prompt	responseReview	our	offer	with	no	obligationArrange	shipping	or	pickup	if	you	decide	to	proceedDon’t	let	valuable	space	be	occupied	by	magazines	you	no	longer	need.	Our	team	of	magazine	specialists	is	ready	to	help	you	convert	your	collection	into	cash	with	minimal	effort.[Submit	Your	Collection	for	Review”]Whether	you	have	boxes	of
magazines	from	decades	past	or	a	curated	collection	of	specific	publications,	our	buying	service	offers	a	straightforward	path	to	selling	your	magazines	without	the	hassles	of	individual	selling	or	consignment	waiting.SellOldMagazines.com	provides	direct	purchasing	services	for	vintage	magazine	collections	nationwide,	with	free	shipping	on	qualified
submissions.	As	actual	magazine	buyers	(not	just	advisors),	we	offer	straightforward	assessments,	bulk	purchasing,	and	a	hassle-free	process	for	converting	your	magazine	collection	into	cash.


