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Mold	test	near	me

A	woman	has	revealed	the	symptoms	she	experienced	before	discovering	her	apartment	was	infested	with	black	mold.Earlier	this	week,	holistic	health	coach	Autumn	Clayman	took	to	TikTok	to	share	her	experience	and	how	she	knew	something	was	wrong.“I’m	currently	healing	from	black	mold	after	living	in	a	moldy	apartment,	so	I’m	gonna	share
some	symptoms	that	I	experienced,”	Clayman	said	in	a	video	with	more	than	one	million	views.The	ordeal	started	when	she	began	to	experience	“a	burning	sensation”	all	over	her	skin,	specifically	around	her	face	and	neck,	as	she	showed	photos	of	red	blotches	on	her	neck.	“I	would	walk	into	my	apartment	and	my	neck	and	face	would	burn,”	Clayman
said,	adding	over	the	clip	that	the	burning	got	progressively	worse	over	time.The	content	creator	also	developed	eczema,	a	skin	condition	that	causes	inflammation,	redness,	and	irritation.	She	initially	had	eczema	bumps	on	her	skin,	which	later	formed	clusters.	“It	started	off	as,	like,	a	little	speck	on	my	neck,	and	then	it	started	spreading	pretty
quickly,”	she	explained.	“I’m	also	now	trying	to	heal	from	eczema.	It	was	spreading	all	over	my	arms,	my	legs,	my	neck.”The	third	symptom	Clayman	experienced	from	the	black	mold	were	allergies	and	congestion.	“I	was	feeling	congested	more	than	ever.	I	have	sinus	issues,	but	I	couldn’t	breathe	most	of	the	time.	Breathing	in	my	apartment	was
difficult,”	she	said.Lastly,	she	revealed	that	she	had	both	“burning,	itchy	eyes”	and	extreme	fatigue.	“No	matter	how	much	sleep	I	got,	I	constantly	felt	exhausted	and	tired,”	Clayman	said.She	claimed	that	mold	is	“not	always	visible,”	which	made	it	more	difficult	for	her	to	identify	the	infestation	in	her	Los	Angeles	apartment.	The	TikToker	admitted
that	she	“spent	a	ton	of	money”	trying	to	pinpoint	the	cause	of	her	recent	health	issues.“I	have	never	experienced	health	issues	like	this	before,”	Clayman	said,	noting	that	she’s	never	dealt	with	eczema	and	her	stress	levels	were	no	different.	She	ultimately	had	her	apartment	tested	for	mold,	which	can	cost	anywhere	from	$300	to	$1,100	depending
on	the	size	of	the	home.	There	are	also	several	at-home	mold	test	kits	available	to	purchase	online,	ranging	in	price	from	$10	to	$100.“Since	being	out	of	my	apartment,	my	symptoms	have	healed	rapidly,”	Clayman	added.	“My	skin	is	clearing	up,	I’m	starting	to	feel	better.”While	mold	may	not	always	be	visible,	there	are	certain	signs	that	can	help
identify	a	black	mold	infestation.	Black	mold	appears	as	dark,	circular	spots	or	patches	on	surfaces,	especially	in	areas	prone	to	moisture.	Damp	or	water-damaged	areas	like	basements,	showers,	and	windows	are	common	spots	for	black	mold.Oftentimes	people	can	identify	black	mold	in	their	home	simply	by	smell	–	described	as	musty	or	mildewy,
and	may	also	smell	like	rotting	vegetables	or	plants.According	to	the	Cleveland	Clinic,	exposure	to	black	mold	can	result	in	sneezing,	coughing,	congestion,	and	eye	irritation.	While	it	rarely	causes	serious	illness	or	death,	black	mold	may	still	worsen	asthma	symptoms.	A	mold	inspector	performs	thorough	checks	to	find	the	reason	for	the	mold	growth
and	suggests	remediation.	The	inspection	includes	a	visual	inspection	as	well	as	air	and	surface	tests	to	determine	the	type	of	mold	growth.	Mold	exposure	can	be	detrimental	to	the	health	of	those	living	inside	a	mold-infested	home,	so	it	is	important	to	check	for	mold.	An	inspector	usually	tests	a	house	for	mold	after	one	of	the	following	scenarios.
When	Purchasing	a	New	Home	Before	taking	ownership	of	a	new	property,	it	is	a	good	idea	to	have	it	tested	for	mold	during	the	whole	home	inspection	process.	Mold	growth	can	be	hidden	in	plain	sight	during	an	open	house,	so	even	if	a	home	seems	to	not	have	mold,	a	thorough	inspection	of	all	surfaces,	especially	in	basements	and	garages,	is
recommended.	When	Water	Damage	Has	Occurred	Mold	grows	in	dark,	damp	spaces.	After	water	damage	has	occurred,	whether	due	to	a	leaking	pipe	or	roof,	mold	growth	can	quickly	follow.	A	good	mold	inspection	professional	should	inspect	the	water-damaged	area	for	any	mold.	When	Restoring	a	Vacant	House	If	a	house	sat	unoccupied	for	an
extended	period,	the	conditions	may	have	become	a	breeding	ground	for	mold.	Before	beginning	any	restoration	work	in	a	vacant	house,	contact	a	mold	inspection	company	to	provide	proper	remediation	methods.	After	Mold	Remediation	Work	A	mold	inspection	is	warranted	even	after	mold	remediation	work	has	been	completed.	Especially	if	you
hired	a	professional	mold	remediation	company,	you	want	to	be	confident	that	the	full	extent	of	the	mold	has	been	removed	before	releasing	any	final	payments.	If	Mold	Is	Visible	Last	but	not	least,	the	most	obvious	reason	to	hire	a	mold	inspector	is	if	you	see	mold	on	a	surface	in	your	home.	Mold	is	most	often	a	black	color,	but	can	also	be	orange,
white,	green	or	brown.	And	it	usually	has	a	furry	texture.	If	you	notice	mold	on	any	surfaces	in	your	home,	a	mold	inspector	can	give	you	a	proper	assessment.	Hvis	du	mistenker	at	ditt	hjem	kan	ha	mengder	mugg	i	et	skjult	område,	som	for	eksempel	inne	i	veggene,	langs	fundamentet	eller	i	ditt	gjennomsøkingsrom,	bør	du	gjøre	noe	for	å	finne	ut
omfanget	av	muggskaden	med	en	gang.	For	å	få	hjemmet	ditt	testet	for	mugg,	må	du	ansette	en	mugghjelpeprofil.	Disse	fagfolk	test	ditt	hjem	for	mold	og	fjern	det	innen	kort	tid,	avhengig	av	omfanget	av	skaden.	Artikkel~~Pos=Trunc:	Trinn	1Steg	2Trinn	3Trinn	4Trinn	5Trinn	6Finn	ut	hva	budsjettet	ditt	er	for	å	ansette	en	spesialist	på	mold
remediation.	Du	bør	forvente	å	betale	mellom	$	200	og	$	900,	avhengig	av	hvor	stort	ditt	hjem	er.	Dette	bør	omfatte	en	mold	inspeksjon	for	hele	huset.Steg	2Ta	kontakt	med	statens	helseavdeling	og	spør	hva	kvalifikasjonene	skal	være	for	en	spesialist	innen	muggvern	i	ditt	område.	Noen	må	være	lisensiert,	sertifisert	eller	gjennomgå	bestemt
opplæring.	Sørg	for	at	profesjonelle	du	velger,	oppfyller	statens	standarder	for	dette	feltet.	Kontakt	Better	Business	Bureau	for	å	sjekke	opp	spesialisten	kan	også	hjelpe	deg	med	å	velge	en.Trinn	3Spør	spesialistene	til	mold	remediation	du	vurderer	om	hvilke	typer	mold	de	tester.	Det	finnes	flere	typer	mugg,	inkludert	svart	mugg	og	mugg,	og	jo	mer
de	tester	for,	jo	bedre.Trinn	4Finn	ut	om	du	vil	få	en	skriftlig	inspeksjonsrapport	når	huset	ditt	er	testet	for	mugg.	Skjøteredskapsspesialisten	du	velger,	bør	gi	deg	denne	informasjonen.Trinn	5Få	noen	referanser	fra	nylige	kunder	av	mold	remediation	spesialister	du	vurderer.	Snakk	med	referansene	og	spør	om	de	var	fornøyd	med	spesialistens	arbeid
og	om	de	ville	anbefale	dem	til	deg.Trinn	6Motta	et	skriftlig	estimat	for	inspeksjonen	for	å	hjelpe	deg	med	å	avgjøre	hvilken	formrengjøringsspesialist	som	er	riktig	for	deg.	Sammenligne	disse	anslagene	nøye,	og	velg	den	som	tilbyr	den	beste	prisen	for	de	nødvendige	tjenestene	for	å	få	hjemmet	ditt	testet	for	mugg.FAQ	-		Can	you	test	for	mold	by
yourself?	A	quick	test	for	mold	can	be	done	when	you	dip	a	swab	in	diluted	bleach	(1	part	bleach,	16	parts	water)	and	dab	it	on	the	wall.	If	the	spot	quickly	lightens	(or	keeps	coming	back	after	cleaning),	assume	it's	mold.	What	are	the	signs	of	mold	poisoning?	SymptomsSneezing.Runny	or	stuffy	nose.Cough	and	postnasal	drip.Itchy	eyes,	nose	and
throat.Watery	eyes.Dry,	scaly	skin.	How	can	I	test	the	air	in	my	house	for	mold?	In	order	to	test	your	air	for	mold,	you'll	need	a	viable	mold	test	kit.	These	are	widely	available	at	any	home	improvement	store	and	online	at	sites	like	Amazon	and	Home	Depot.	Once	mold	is	determined,	call	a	professional	to	do	additional	tests	to	see	what	type	of	mold	is
present	and	how	to	remove	it.	Is	there	a	machine	that	detects	mold?	Other	equipment	professional	mold	testers	may	have	includes	a	hygrometer,	a	device	that	measures	the	relative	humidity,	or	amount	of	moisture,	in	the	air.	Mold	generally	grows	best	in	places	with	relative	humidity	above	60	percent,	so	using	a	hygrometer	helps	professionals
determine	where	they	need	to	test	for	mold.	Do	air	purifiers	help	with	mold?	Air	purifiers	help	capture	mold	spores	from	the	air,	preventing	them	from	reproducing	and	spreading	throughout	your	home.	While	air	purifiers	won't	help	treat	active	mold	that's	already	present	on	surfaces,	they	are	a	great	way	to	control	the	spread	of	airborne	mold
particles.	How	do	you	tell	if	you	have	mold	in	your	walls?	Five	most	common	signsOdor	–	you	smell	something	but	just	can't	see	anything.You	don't	feel	good	when	your	home	and	you	feel	better	when	your	away.Constantly	itchy	nose,	red	eyes	and	sneezing.Staining	on	interior	wall	and	base	molding.Wall	appears	to	be	wet	and	damp.	How	do	you	detox
your	body	from	mold?	Sweating.	Some	people	recommend	sweating,	or	using	a	sauna,	to	support	the	process	of	mold	detoxification.	No	research	confirms	that	sweating	can	specifically	help	address	the	effects	of	mold.	But	a	2020	review	suggests	sweating	does	play	an	important	role	in	your	body's	natural	detoxification	process.	What	kills	black	mold
instantly?	For	a	natural	solution	for	getting	rid	of	black	mold,	combine	one	part	baking	soda	with	five	parts	distilled	white	vinegar	and	five	parts	water	in	a	spray	bottle.	Alternatively,	you	can	use	a	chemical-based	mold	and	mildew	remover,	all-purpose	cleaners,	bleach	or	dish	soap.	How	quickly	can	mold	make	you	sick?	These	symptoms	usually	first
appear	2	to	9	hours	after	exposure	and	last	for	1	to	3	days.	Other	affected	persons	have	progressive	shortness	of	breath	and	cough,	as	well	as	weight	loss.	What	do	professionals	use	to	detect	mold?	When	testing	the	air	for	mold,	the	best	option	is	typically	an	air	pump	that	collects	samples	for	evaluation	in	a	laboratory.	However,	some	mold	test	kits
use	collection	film	or	petri	dishes	exposed	to	the	air	as	a	means	of	testing	for	mold.	How	do	professionals	detect	mold?	Broadly	speaking,	most	mold	testing	involves	taking	a	sample	of	either	the	air	or	a	surface.	Essentially,	a	mold	inspector	"tests"	the	air	or	surface	to	find	out	what	kind	of	mold	exists	and/or	if	the	mold	found	is	able	to	grow	in	the	area
tested.	How	do	I	test	for	mold	in	my	home?	There	are	a	couple	of	different	ways	to	test	for	mold.	Some	tests	check	for	mold	on	a	particular	surface.	Other	tests	check	for	mold	spores	floating	in	the	air.	Sampling	the	air	for	mold	can	help	you	find	hidden	mold.	For	instance,	if	there	is	mold	in	your	heating	and	air	conditioning	ducts,	you	may	not	be	able
to	see	it,...	What	does	a	variable	mold	test	tell	you?	While	a	variable	mold	test	can	tell	you	if	mold	spores	are	present	in	a	specific	room,	you’ll	need	to	use	additional	kits	if	you	want	to	test	other	rooms	in	your	house.	While	there	are	thousands	of	species	of	mold	in	existence,	most	homeowners	are	concerned	about	Stachybotrys	chartarum,	commonly
known	as	“toxic	mold”	or	“black	mold.”	Are	do-it-yourself	mold	tests	effective?	However,	the	do-it-yourself	mold	tests	are	very	limited	and	may	not	provide	accurate	results.	Improper	handling	can	give	incorrect	results	as	well.	We	recommend	having	a	professional	come	in	and	conduct	testing	for	mold	if	you	aren’t	sure	you’ve	located	all	the	mold	in
your	home	or	if	you’re	having	health	problems	that	might	be	related	to	mold.	Where	can	I	buy	a	mold	test	kit?	Mold	test	kits	are	widely	available	from	home	improvement	stores	and	from	online	retailers,	but	not	all	test	kits	are	the	same.	Some	are	designed	to	only	determine	whether	mold	is	present	on	surfaces.	Video	Supplement:	DIY	GIANT
MARSHMALLOW	SHOT	GLASSES	TASTE	TEST!!.	Helped	me	with	questions	about	air	quality	in	my	home	and	specific	causes	and	treatments	when	tests	proved	I	had	issues.	As	a	result,	I	am	well	on	my	way	toward	a	cleaner,	safer	environment.	I	am	a	Vietnam	era	vet	and	the	technician	(not	giving	his	name	without	his	awareness)	upon	realizing	that
showed	tremendous	respect.They	were	incredible!	They	were	the	most	thorough	company	of	the	5	that	we	contacted.	They	looked	at	everything	and	even	called	us	back	after	hours	to	let	us	know	how	it	came	out.	He	told	us	he	would	treat	the	home	as	if	it	was	his	own.	And	he	did!	He	did	not	cut	any	corners.	He	finally	helped	us	solve	our	moldThey
were	prompt	and	professional.	We	take	great	care	to	collect	all	essential	samples	for	full	and	thorough	laboratory	analysis.	These	could	include	samples	from	indoor	and	outdoor	air,	surfaces,	dust,	walls,	and	more.	It	may	seem	like	a	lot,	but	a	complete	evidence	-based	sampling	strategy	is	the	best	way	to	ensure	you	have	all	the	information	you	need
to	create	a	safe,	healthy	environment	within	your	home,	while	avoiding	the	added	cost	and	inconvenience	of	additional	assessments.	Vi	tilbringer	en	svært	stor	del	av	vår	tid	innendørs,	og	kvaliteten	på	innemiljøet	er	en	viktig	faktor	for	god	helse	og	trivsel.	Innemiljø	omfatter	mange	faktorer,	der	luftkvalitet	er	én.	Eurofins-nettverket	har	over	30	års
erfaring	med	analyse	av	innemiljøprøver,	og	har	testet	over	en	halv	million	prøver	i	løpet	av	denne	tiden.	Denne	erfaringen	bruker	vi	hver	dag	til	å	analysere	prøver	og	tolke	analyseresultater,	alt	for	å	fremme	et	bedre	innemiljø.	Fukt	og	muggsopp	En	stor	kilde	til	opplevde	inneklimaproblemer	er	fuktskader	og	vekst	av	muggsopp	og	bakterier	i
bygningsmaterialer.	Folkehelseinstituttets	inneklimaveileder	sier	at	fukt	og	mikrobiell	vekst	ikke	skal	forekomme	–	dette	er	også	vårt	utgangspunkt	ved	analyse	og	vurdering	av	resultater.	Vi	har	en	bred	portefølje	av	mikrobiologiske	analyser,	som	kan	brukes	på	alle	vanlige	materialtyper	i	bolig.	Mistenker	du	at	en	fuktskade	har	gitt	uønsket	vekst,	kan
vi	hjelpe	deg	med	å	dokumentere	dette.	Skadekontroll	–	vår	vanligste	analyse.	Vi	forbehandler	prøven	slik	at	vi	kan	telle	antall	muggsopp	og	bakterier	i	prøven.	Dette	sammenligner	vi	så	med	hva	vi	forventer	å	finne	i	nye,	uskadede	materialer.	Et	avvik	fra	normalen	indikerer	unormal	vekst,	og	at	fukt	har	forekommet.	Basisanalyse	–	en	kombinasjon	av
Skadekontroll	og	en	enkel	artsbestemmelse.	I	tillegg	til	en	Skadekontroll	og	vurdering	av	antallet,	gjøres	en	enkel	dyrkning	for	å	artsbestemme	de	mikroorganismer	som	kan	forekomme.	Vi	har	fokus	på	kjente	luktprodusenter	og	typiske	arter	man	vet	kan	vokse	i	bygningsmaterialer.	Basisanalyse	Pluss	–	inneholder	alt	i	Basisanalyse,	men	også	en
dyrkningsanalyse	der	vi	bestemmer	hvor	mange	muggsopp	og	bakterier	som	er	levedyktige.	Andel	levende	muggsopp	og	bakterier	i	forhold	til	totalantallet	kan	gi	informasjon	om	skaden	er	pågående	(høy	andel	levende)	eller	eldre	(lav	andel	levende).	Aldersbestemmelse	–	kan	gjøres	i	tillegg	til	Basisanalyse	Pluss.	Her	bruker	vi	vår	kunnskap	om
muggsopp	og	bakteriers	vekst-	og	dødsrate	ved	ulike	temperaturer	sammen	med	resultatene	for	totalantall	og	antall	levende.	Basert	på	dette	kan	vi	angi	sannsynlige	aldre	av	skader,	rapportert	ved	ulike	temperaturintervall.	Lukt	og	kjemiske	emisjoner	Ofte	er	ikke	et	inneklimaproblem	knyttet	til	et	åpenbart	problem,	som	dårlig	ventilasjon,	synlig
fuktskade	eller	åpenbar	mikrobiell	vekst.	I	slike	tilfeller	kan	symptomene	gjerne	vært	lukt	og	ubehag.	I	disse	tilfelle	har	Eurofins	Environment	Testing	Norway	AS	en	lang	rekke	luftanalyser	som	kan	brukes	som	indikatorer	på	ulike	bygningsrelaterte	problemer.	Målingene	tar	utgangspunkt	i	å	samle	opp	og	bestemme	hvilke	kjemiske	molekyler	som
finnes	i	luften,	for	å	så	se	etter	mulige	avvik.	Dette	har	vi	lang	erfaring	med,	og	vi	har	ulike	tester	laget	for	ulike	formål.	MVOC	-	Fuktskadeindikatorer	–	Vi	ser	etter	kjemiske	forbindelser	som	kan	stamme	fra	fuktskader.	Da	mange	kjemiske	molekyler	lett	kan	bevege	seg	fra	innebygde	konstruksjonsdeler	til	romsluften.	Avvik	i	denne	analysen	kan	tyde
på	at	man	har	en	fuktskade	et	sted,	som	bør	undersøkes	nærmere.	VOC	–	Lukt	og	emisjonser	-	Er	bred	screening	av	mulige	kjemiske	emisjoner.	Analysen	er	svært	bred,	og	man	ser	på	den	overordnede	profilen	i	luften,	og	forsøker	å	finne	årsaksforklaring	for	eventuelle	avvik.	Analysen	er	egnet	dersom	man	har	et	luktproblem	man	ikke	klarer	å	finne	en
god	forklaring	på.	For	spørsmål	vedrørende	prøvetaking	eller	analyse,	ta	kontakt	på	environment_sales@etn.eurofins.com	The	presence	of	mold	in	your	home	can	impact	your	investment	considerably.	Even	more	importantly,	unabated	mold	exposure	over	extended	periods	of	time	may	result	in	serious	adverse	health	effects.		Partnering	with	an
AmeriSpec	specialist	to	test	for	mold	can	help	identify	a	mold	issue	before	it	gets	out	of	hand,	ultimately	equipping	you	with	the	information	you	need	to	make	informed	investments	and	responsible	residential	decisions.	Indoor	Mold	&	Your	Health	Mold	might	sound	a	little	scary.	And	that	fear	comes	with	good	reason.	Exposure	to	indoor	mold	can,	in
fact,	be	quite	harmful.	The	best	way	to	arrive	at	a	conclusive	mold	assessment	and	create	a	treatment	plan,	if	necessary,	is	to	start	with	a	mold	test	from	a	local	AmeriSpec	professional.		While	it	is	true	that	mold	can	be	found	both	indoors	and	outdoors,	individual	sensitivity	levels	to	mold	differ	from	person	to	person,	and	inhalation	of	poisonous	spores
becomes	more	likely	if	those	spores	are	present	indoors.	According	to	the	CDC,	individuals	with	heightened	sensitivities,	allergies	or	asthma	may	experience	“intense	reactions”	to	mold	exposure.		Further	scientific	studies	conducted	by	the	Institute	of	Medicine	and	World	Health	Organization	suggest	that	indoor	mold	exposure	can	even	cause	upper
respiratory	tract	symptoms	and	may	be	responsible	for	increasing	the	chance	young	children	develop	asthma.	Mold	Air	Quality	Test	from	the	Pros	To	keep	you	and	your	investment	safe	and	prevent	mold	exposure,	AmeriSpec	mold	specialists	test	the	air	in	your	home	using	state-of-the-art	mold	equipment,	including	an	air	pump	and	sampling	cassette.
After	gathering	the	air	sample,	we	immediately	send	it	to	a	leading	analytic	lab	for	expert	results.	If	any	mold	presence	becomes	obvious	during	the	sampling	phase	or	is	pointed	out	to	an	AmeriSpec	mold	specialist	by	a	property	owner,	we	can	also	swab	the	area	by	hand	and	expedite	it	to	our	lab	partners	for	additional	analysis.		Our	mold	testers
won’t	just	hand	you	a	complicated	report	jammed	full	of	numbers	and	data.	AmeriSpec	mold	testers	will	help	you	understand	the	results	and	provide	honest	input	without	the	conflict	of	having	financial	interest	in	any	potential	need	for	remediation.	While	a	homeowner	may	need	mold	inspections	regularly,	these	tests	are	crucial	to	protect	both	buyers
and	sellers	during	real	estate	transactions.	Editor’s	Note:	If	you	are	experiencing	the	symptoms	of	mold	exposure,	which	includes	coughing,	sneezing,	congestion,	and	shortness	of	breath	per	the	CDC,	it’s	best	to	consult	a	medical	professional.	Damp	rooms,	such	as	a	bathroom,	are	prime	breeding	grounds	for	mold	and	mildew.	Some	of	the	most
common	signs	of	a	mold	problem	include	discolored	spots	on	walls	and	floors,	the	development	of	respiratory	problems	in	residents,	and	noticeable	humidity.	If	a	homeowner	spots	any	of	these	signs,	or	otherwise	suspects	that	there’s	mold	in	their	home,	they	can	learn	how	to	test	for	mold	to	confirm	their	suspicions	Testing	can	as	simple	as
purchasing	one	of	the	best	mold	test	kits	and	collecting	samples	in	strategic	locations.	If	the	results	could	come	back	negative,	the	musty	smell	is	likely	a	temporary,	easily	remedied	issue.	If	the	results	are	positive	for	mold	spores,	the	best	course	of	action	is	for	the	homeower	to	send	the	test	to	a	lab	to	determine	what	type	of	mold	it	is	and	how	to
effectively	treat	it.	While	there	are	thousands	of	species	of	mold	in	existence,	most	homeowners	are	concerned	about	Stachybotrys	chartarum,	commonly	known	as	“toxic	mold”	or	“black	mold.”	This	species	of	mold	is	actually	quite	rare,	but	it’s	one	of	a	number	of	molds	that	produce	a	high	level	of	mycotoxins	(dangerous	mold-based	chemicals)	that
can	create	a	hazardous	home	environment.	That	said,	any	species	of	mold	can	become	a	health	risk	if	it’s	allowed	to	grow	out	of	control.	“All	molds	have	the	potential	to	cause	reactions	in	those	individuals	who	are	susceptible	to	mold	[such	as	those	who	have	allergies	or	respiratory	disorders],”	says	Karen	Peissinger,	industrial	hygiene	generalist	at
the	University	at	Buffalo.	“Also,	that	susceptibility	can	range	from	no	reaction	to	a	severe	reaction,	just	like	with	dog	and	cat	allergies.	Thus,	cleaning	up	any	mold	using	proper	methods	is	important.”	To	be	on	the	safe	side,	homeowners	will	want	to	have	mold	growth	identified,	treated,	and	removed	quickly.	Below	are	some	of	the	more	common	types
of	mold	that	can	be	found	in	a	home.	Mucormycetes:	Mucormycetes	fungi,	including	Cunninghamella	bertholletiae,	Rhizomucor	species,	and	Syncephalastrum	species,	are	most	commonly	found	in	the	soil	during	the	summer	and	fall.	It	is	difficult	to	avoid	these	molds	completely,	but	they	are	generally	harmless	to	most	individuals.	Alternaria:
Alternaria	alternata	is	an	allergy-causing	mold	that	is	prevalent	in	the	environment	and	may	be	brought	into	a	home	from	the	outdoors.	It	is	dark	in	color	and	has	a	velvety	texture.	Once	inside,	it	can	spread	quickly	through	the	home,	so	prompt	removal	using	a	cleanser	with	bleach	is	important.	Aspergillus:	While	most	prevalent	in	the	air,	Aspergillus
can	also	be	found	in	soil,	compost	piles,	stored	grains,	and	decaying	plants.	Once	brought	inside	a	home,	it	can	grow	and	spread	over	surfaces	such	as	clothing,	leather,	or	building	materials,	particularly	in	moist	areas.	Mold	is	hazardous	to	your	heath:	take	care	of	it	ASAP	A	professional	mold	inspector	may	have	the	answers	and	solutions	for	a	mold
problem.	Get	free,	no-commitment	estimates	from	licensed	service	providers	near	you.	+	In	many	cases,	the	location	of	the	mold	can	provide	clues	as	to	its	cause.	For	example,	mold	on	a	window	sill	may	be	an	indication	that	the	window	is	not	sealed	properly,	leading	to	leaks.	There	are	several	common	spots	for	mold	to	grow	undetected,	offering	a
starting	location	for	homeowners	to	test	for	mold.	Behind	the	refrigerator	Under	stacks	of	newspapers	or	cardboard	Behind	the	drywall	in	wall	stud	spaces	that	contain	plumbing	lines	Under	sinks	Behind	the	wallboard	around	leaking	windows	In	ventilation	ducts	Under	carpeting	that	was	wet	at	one	time	(flooding,	carpet	cleaning)	On	the	back	side	of
acoustic	ceiling	tiles	(if	roof	leaked)	Behind	any	drywall	that	has	been	affected	by	a	home	flood	istockphoto.com	Home	mold	test	kits	are	widely	available	from	home	improvement	stores	and	from	online	retailers,	but	not	all	test	kits	are	the	same.	Some	are	designed	to	only	determine	whether	mold	is	present	on	surfaces.	If	a	homeowner	wants	to	test
for	mold	spores	in	the	air,	they’ll	need	to	purchase	a	viable	mold	detection	kit	such	as	Seeml	Labs’	Mold	Inspector	in	a	Box;	most	quality	mold	tests	cost	between	$10	and	$40.	The	entire	testing	process	will	take	a	few	days.	If	the	mold	test	comes	back	positive,	the	homeowner	can	send	the	testing	materials	to	a	lab	to	determine	what	type	of	mold	is
present,	which	can	have	an	additional	cost.	Homeowners	will	want	to	note	that	the	Environmental	Protection	Agency	(EPA)	does	not	endorse	any	brand	of	home	mold	test	kit.	Rather,	it	recommends	that	homeowners	pay	for	professional	mold	inspection	costs	if	they	are	concerned	about	the	presence	of	mold.	“If	it	is	a	large	amount	of	mold,	then	the
homeowner	should	contract	with	experienced	assessment	and	remediation	professionals.	Ideally	these	professionals	would	hold	valid	credentials	for	mold	assessment	and	mold	remediation,”	says	Peissinger.	“Also,	some	states	have	their	own	mold	certification	or	licensing	program.	One	more	thing,	to	avoid	conflict	of	interest,	the	mold	assessor	should
be	independent	of	the	mold	remediation	company.”	Of	course,	if	the	symptoms	are	visible	and	dire,	it’s	best	for	a	homeowner	to	call	in	the	pros	to	test	for	mold	and	remove	colonies	from	their	home	right	away.	Homeowners	can	search	for	“mold	testing	near	me”	to	find	a	professional	in	their	area	who	can	detect	and	remove	mold	from	the	home.
Bobvila.com	may	earn	a	commission	from	purchases	made	through	these	links.	Mold	requires	moisture	to	grow,	which	is	why	it’s	most	commonly	found	in	damp,	humid	areas.	Plumbing	leaks,	for	example,	often	trigger	mold	growth	and	need	to	be	repaired	as	soon	as	they	are	discovered.	If	there	is	visible	mold	anywhere	in	the	home,	it	won’t	be
necessary	to	test	for	mold	before	cleaning	it	or	hiring	one	of	the	best	mold	removal	companies.	According	to	Peissinger,	“Mold	testing	is	not	necessary	in	the	vast	majority	of	cases.	If	mold	is	visible,	it	should	be	cleaned	up	properly.”	She	recommends	consulting	EPA	guidelines	to	find	out	how	to	remove	mold	safely.	What	about	mold	growth	that	can’t
be	seen?	If	a	homeowner	notices	a	musty	smell	but	no	visible	signs	of	mold	(a	black,	white,	or	brownish	coating),	they	may	have	mold	growing	where	they	can’t	see	it.	In	this	case,	homeowners	will	want	to	take	the	following	steps	to	determine	if	household	mold	is	present,	while	being	sure	to	take	the	proper	precautions	to	avoid	inhaling	or	coming	into
contact	with	mold	spores.	It	is	possible	to	kill	mold	with	a	few	common	household	products	such	as	vinegar	or	a	mixture	of	baking	soda	and	water.	For	mold	growth	that	exceeds	10	square	feet,	the	EPA	recommends	professional	cleanup.	Professional	mold	remediation	costs	$2,254	on	average.	After	removal,	the	best	way	to	prevent	mold	and	mildew	is
to	reduce	the	home’s	humidity	and	eliminate	any	water	leaks.	Anyone	can	suffer	from	the	effects	of	exposure	to	mold	spores,	but	the	risk	of	health	problems	increases	for	those	with	known	allergies,	compromised	immune	systems,	and	respiratory	disorders—even	if	the	home	has	been	allergy-proofed.	Some	symptoms	and	signs	of	mold	exposure	can
include	coughing	and	wheezing,	shortness	of	breath,	frequent	sneezing,	irritated	or	itchy	skin,	watery	eyes,	running	nose,	chronic	headaches,	skin	rashes,	chronic	fatigue,	memory	loss,	and	diminished	ability	to	concentrate.	When	handling	or	cleaning	mold,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	wear	gloves,	goggles,	and	a	mask	for	protection.	Mold	remediation	is	no	DIY
task	A	professional	mold	inspector	may	have	the	answers	and	solutions	you	need.	Get	free,	no-commitment	estimates	from	licensed	service	providers	near	you.	+	Before	starting	the	mold	test,	homeowners	will	want	to	close	the	windows	and	doors	in	the	room	they’ll	be	testing	24	hours	prior	to	testing.	This	allows	potential	mold	spores	to	congregate
without	being	disturbed	by	drafts.	The	first	step	in	testing	is	to	remove	the	contents	of	the	kit	from	its	packaging.	Typically,	homeowners	will	find	at	least	a	shallow	plastic	or	glass	petri	dish	with	a	lid	and	a	label.	The	inside	of	the	petri	dish	has	been	treated	with	a	substance	known	as	a	“microbial	culture”	that	promotes	the	growth	of	mold	spores.	This
should	help	the	homeowner	collect	an	adequate	sample	when	testing	for	mold	in	the	amount	of	time	recommended	by	the	manufacturer.	amazon.com	Next,	homeowners	will	need	to	remove	the	lid	from	the	petri	dish	and	place	the	dish	(open	end	upward)	on	a	flat	surface	at	about	table	height.	They’ll	want	to	leave	the	petri	dish	untouched	for	about	48
hours.	This	time	may	vary	slightly	depending	on	the	manufacturer’s	instructions.	During	this	time,	homeowners	will	need	to	restrict	traffic	in	the	room	to	keep	from	disturbing	the	air.	Homeowners	can	cover	the	doorway	with	a	strip	of	painter’s	tape	if	needed	as	a	reminder	to	household	members	and	guests	that	this	area	is	temporarily	off	limits.	Once
the	waiting	time	has	passed,	the	homeowner	will	want	to	place	the	lid	back	on	the	petri	dish	and	put	a	layer	of	tape	around	the	seam	where	the	lid	meets	the	dish.	Either	transparent	tape	or	electrical	tape	works	well,	but	homeowners	will	want	to	avoid	using	a	tape	that’s	difficult	to	remove,	such	as	duct	tape.	The	homeowner	will	want	to	write	today’s
date	on	the	label	enclosed	in	the	kit,	and	affix	the	label	to	the	bottom	of	the	petri	dish.	Then,	they’ll	need	to	place	the	taped	petri	dish	in	a	dark	spot,	such	as	a	dresser	drawer	or	on	a	closet	shelf.	Don't	let	mold	take	over	your	home	A	professional	mold	inspector	can	help.	Get	free,	no-commitment	estimates	from	licensed	service	providers	near	you.	+
After	2	days	have	passed,	the	homeowner	can	check	the	petri	dish	for	signs	of	mold	growth.	If	mold	is	present,	it	will	look	similar	to	the	mold	they’d	find	growing	on	old	food	in	the	fridge.	If	the	petri	dish	shows	no	signs	of	mold,	the	homeowner	will	want	to	return	it	to	the	dark	spot	and	check	it	again	daily.	If	the	test	turns	up	nothing	after	a	total	of	5
days	(from	the	date	on	the	label),	they	can	throw	the	dish	in	the	trash—the	kit	did	not	detect	mold	in	the	room.	If	mold	is	present	in	the	dish,	the	homeowner	can	send	the	petri	dish	to	the	lab	recommended	by	the	manufacturer	to	determine	the	type	of	mold	and	the	course	of	treatment.	Many	kits	include	an	envelope	for	mailing,	and	the	homeowner
will	also	have	to	send	payment	for	the	analysis.	istockphoto.com	Homeowners	will	want	to	allow	3	to	8	weeks	to	receive	the	results.	Meanwhile,	they	may	wish	to	continue	testing	for	mold	throughout	the	house.	While	a	variable	mold	test	can	tell	a	homeowner	if	mold	spores	are	present	in	a	specific	room,	they’ll	need	to	use	additional	kits	if	they	want
to	test	other	rooms	in	the	house.	It	may	be	worthwhile	for	a	homeowner	to	look	into	who	to	call	for	a	mold	inspection	and	hire	a	professional	if	they	suspect	that	the	problem	is	extensive.	Since	there	is	a	wide	range	of	potential	health	problems	associated	with	mold,	it	is	important	for	homeowners	to	take	steps	to	detect	mold	in	their	home	quickly	and
remove	it	promptly.	Homeowners	can	follow	the	steps	outlined	above	for	how	to	test	for	mold	to	help	them	and	others	in	the	home	breathe	more	easily.	Homeowners	can	also	consider	investing	in	one	of	the	best	air	quality	monitors	to	provide	additional	reassurance	that	the	air	in	the	home	is	free	of	mold	and	other	harmful	pollutants.	Because	of	the
complexities	and	importance	of	learning	how	to	accurately	test	for	mold,	it	is	understandable	if	homeowners	have	a	few	remaining	questions.	They	can	consult	the	FAQs	below	to	learn	more	about	mold	inspection	and	testing.	Q.	What’s	the	difference	between	mold	and	mildew?	While	a	homeowner	may	hear	the	terms	“mold”	and	“mildew”	used
interchangeably,	there	are	some	key	differences	between	these	two	organisms.	While	mildew	is	always	flat	or	powdery	in	appearance	with	a	white	or	gray	color,	mold	is	often	raised,	fuzzy,	or	slimy	and	can	be	different	colors	such	as	black,	green,	blue,	or	red.Another	key	difference	is	that	mold	can	burrow	beneath	the	surface,	while	mildew	is	a
surface	fungi	that	is	easier	to	spot.	Mold	also	poses	greater	health	risks	than	mildew.	In	addition	to	causing	respiratory	problems,	like	mildew,	mold	can	also	have	a	negative	impact	on	the	nervous	system.	Q.	What	does	black	mold	look	like?	Black	mold	looks	like	a	black	stain.	It	is	most	often	found	in	areas	of	higher	moisture,	particularly	in	those	that
have	been	cleaned	after	flooding.	One	of	the	signs	of	black	mold	is	a	circular	growth	pattern.	Homeowners	will	want	to	look	for	round	patches	growing	together;	some	may	be	smaller	than	an	inch,	with	others	being	much	larger.	They	can	use	a	black	mold	test	or	schedule	an	inspection	to	verify	if	black	mold	is	present.	Q.	What	does	mildew	look	like?
Mildew	is	typically	gray	or	white	in	color;	it	is	a	surface	mold	that	stays	flat	as	it	grows.	Mildew	can	also	have	a	powdery	consistency.	Q.	Can	a	person	be	tested	for	mold	exposure?	While	there	are	some	tests	designed	to	identify	mold	exposure,	they	are	not	100	percent	reliable.	However,	a	homeowner’s	primary	care	physician	may	be	able	to	assess
their	symptoms	and	perform	blood	tests	or	skin-prick	tests	to	learn	more	about	their	sensitivity	to	mold.	Q.	Will	mold	test	kits	detect	mold	growing	inside	of	walls?	Removing	mold	on	the	walls	is	important,	but	homeowners	also	need	to	know	how	to	detect	mold	in	walls	to	ensure	that	the	issue	is	fully	remedied.	Mold	test	kits	detect	mold	in	the	air,	so
if	the	mold	spores	inside	the	wall	are	getting	into	the	air,	they	will	be	detected.	Otherwise,	the	test	kit	may	not	find	mold	growing	inside	the	walls.			Whether	you’re	selling	or	staying,	everyone	can	get	something	out	of	a	kitchen	update.	Learn	why	we	consider	this	renovation	the	Most	Valuable	Project	of	2025	and	how	to	stay	on	budget.		


