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The Creative Revival of Free Speech: A Reconsideration of the Espionage and Sedition Acts of 1917 and 1918 The US Congress passed the Espionage Act in 1917 to protect the war effort from disloyal European immigrants who opposed US involvement in World War I. The act made it a crime to interfere with or undermine US armed forces during a
war and assisted nation's enemies. 3I/ATLAS, or C/2025 N1 (ATLAS), is an interstellar comet discovered on July 1, 2025, by the Asteroid Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System (ATLAS) station at Rio Hurtado, Chile. The object was found to be 4.5 AU from the Sun and moving at a relative speed of 61 km/s when it was first detected. The comet's
trajectory is hyperbolic, meaning it will not come close to Earth or follow an elliptical path around the Sun. Its orbital eccentricity is 6.14+0.02, indicating a highly irregular path. The comet's size is uncertain due to its active state and shell of reflective dust surrounding its nucleus. 3I/ATLAS was discovered just days before it reached perihelion on
October 29, 2025. At that point, the comet would have been approximately 1.357 AU from the Sun and moving at a speed of 58 km/s with respect to the Sun. ###ARTICLEComet C/2025 N1 (ATLAS), also known as 3I/ATLAS, was discovered in July 2025 by the Minor Planet Center. By that time, astronomers had already collected 122 observations of
the comet from 31 different observatories. Researchers using the Nordic Optical Telescope confirmed that the comet was "clearly active" with a diffuse tail on July 2, 2025. Miguel R. Alarcén and his team observed cometary activity on the same date, noting a tail at least 25,000 km long. Faulkes Telescope data showed that 3I/ATLAS had an asteroidal
absolute magnitude (H) of about 12, suggesting a maximum possible diameter of around 24 km for its nucleus. However, because the comet is surrounded by a coma or shell of reflective dust, its actual size is expected to be significantly smaller. The comet's hyperbolic trajectory suggests it originated from the thin galactic disk. As it approaches
perihelion, it will pass Mars at a distance of 0.194 AU on October 3, 2025. After perihelion, it will pass about 1.80 AU from Earth on December 19, 2025, and then approximately 0.36 AU from Jupiter on March 16, 2026. Observations indicate that 3I/ATLAS has an active nucleus compared to the other interstellar comet, 2I/Borisov, but is suspected to
have a larger nucleus diameter. The maximum estimated diameter of 21/Borisov's nucleus is between 0.4-0.5 km, suggesting 3I/ATLAS's nucleus could be up to 4-5 km in diameter. The comet will reach an apparent magnitude of around 11 from Mars and may be observable by the planet's orbiters during its close approach. From Earth, however, it
will not be visible at perihelion due to being on the opposite side of the Sun. The comet will become reobservable from Earth by early December 2025. Scientists have made a groundbreaking discovery, identifying the third known interstellar object to visit our solar system. The newly discovered object, designated as 3I/ATLAS, is expected to provide
valuable insights into the formation and evolution of our cosmic neighborhood. ### WHAT IS 3I/ATLAS? The Progressive Era was a transformative period in American history, marked by significant changes and reforms from roughly 1890s to 1920. During this era, citizens and government leaders sought to address pressing issues such as labor
rights, women's suffrage, prohibition, and economic inequality. As the United States' global influence grew, it became increasingly entangled in World War I, with President Woodrow Wilson ultimately bringing the nation into the conflict in 1917. ###ARTICLEThe dark side of patriotism: how WWI's Espionage and Sedition Acts silenced dissent and
shaped modern free speech laws. The core lessons of the Espionage and Sedition Acts lie in the precarious balance between civil liberties and wartime security. These laws illustrate how easily governments can compromise on freedoms when faced with external threats, leaving historians to ponder whether dissent is truly patriotic or a necessary evil.
By examining these acts, students can grasp broader themes in American history, including The Limits of Reform, Constitutional Challenges, Role of the Judiciary, and Importance of Advocacy. The Espionage Act and Sedition Act demonstrate how even during times of significant reform, societies can quickly resort to repressive measures under stress.
These laws set a precedent for evaluating free speech limitations in the context of national security, as seen in cases like Schenck v. United States. The Acts' impact on freedom of speech was profound, leading to the prosecution of hundreds and silencing opposition. The Espionage and Sedition Acts serve as powerful examples of how civil liberties
can be curtailed under the guise of national security. Their passage signaled the government's determination to suppress any behavior or speech deemed disloyal, sparking significant debate about the nature of free speech. The Acts led to key Supreme Court cases that have continued to influence judicial reasoning about the limits of expression. The
Espionage Act lives on in various forms, having been used in recent times against whistleblowers and leakers of government information. As you explore this complex chapter of American history, it is crucial to consider how the desire for unity in times of crisis can clash with the freedoms enshrined in the Constitution. By understanding the past, we
become better equipped to engage in thoughtful conversations about the present and the future—ensuring that the lessons of the Espionage and Sedition Acts remain relevant and instructive in our ongoing pursuit of both security and freedom. The Espionage and Sedition Acts of 1917-1918: Silencing Dissent and Fostered Patriotism The Espionage
and Sedition Acts of 1917-1918 were a tumultuous period in American history that highlighted the tension between national security and civil liberties. These acts, instilled with patriotism and loyalty, created an environment where dissent was equated with disloyalty, leading to suspicion and paranoia among citizens. ###ARTICLEDuring World War
I, Congress passed two key laws: the Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of 1918. These acts aimed at protecting national security by restricting certain forms of expression, belief, and association. However, they also had a profound impact on civil liberties in the United States. The Espionage Act made it a crime to willfully make false
statements or cause dissension within the armed services. It also prohibited obstructing recruitment or enlistment. Those found guilty faced fines up to $10,000 and prison sentences of up to 20 years. To further restrict dissent, Congress passed the Sedition Act in 1918. This act criminalized any language that was disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or
abusive towards the U.S. government or its institutions. It also made it a crime to utter words supporting a country at war with the United States. These laws led to numerous arrests of Americans who expressed dissenting opinions about the war. Many were charged under the Espionage Act for criticizing the war effort or speaking out against the
draft. Judges often used the doctrines of bad tendency and constructive intent to interpret these laws, making it difficult for individuals to express their views without fear of prosecution. The Sedition Act was eventually repealed in 1921, but its impact on civil liberties during World War I was significant. The Espionage Act remains a contentious issue
today, with many arguing that it infringes upon the right to free speech and expression. The First Amendment's limitations on government actions were first addressed in Masses Publishing Co. v. Patten, which dealt with speech that advocated unlawful conduct. This case led to Schenck v. United States, where the Supreme Court established the
"clear and present danger" test for determining the constitutionality of anti-seditious speech laws. However, this test was later challenged by Justices Oliver Wendell Holmes and Louis Brandeis in Abrams v. United States, who argued that such expression may be restricted only if it posed a clear and present danger of harm. This dissenting opinion
laid the foundation for the contemporary understanding of the First Amendment. Today, we recognize that freedom of speech is essential to our democracy, as demonstrated by the likes of Hearst Networks EMEA, which values diversity and encourages creativity. Their commitment to sharing stories that matter reflects the importance of free
expression in a global community. The US government established laws to counter the perceived threat from European immigrants during World War I, aimed at safeguarding national security interests.
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